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n summer, pond sliders at the mGimo campus,
who live in the fountain near the monument
to ivan turgenev and Pauline Viardot,
seemed to have started living remotely.
And the coronavirus has nothing to do with that.
the fountain was cleaned from the algae.

contents

26

80

64

In September, MGIMO
hosted the 3d StolypinForum. The topic of this
year’s event is The Immune
System of the World
Economy. It gathers
Russian and foreign
experts, entrepreneurs, and
leading international
businessmen.
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The Trianon Startup initiative
was held as part of the Trianon
Dialogue. French startups
gathered at the Pushkin
Museum, surrounded by
the finest pieces
of French art
displayed
in Moscow.
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The Moscow
Country Club
hosted the 5th
MGIMO Golf Cup
devoted to the 70th
anniversary
of the MGIMO
Rector Anatoly
Torkunov.

Anton Stepanenko is a Higher
School of Economics graduate,
who really likes his alma mater.
But he says that if he were to choose
the university now, he would opt
for MGIMO. The BCG partner came
to this conclusion a year after he
started working on the new MGIMO
development strategy.
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Anatoly Torkunov:
"MGIMO is a human-centric
university"

The creating of the new development
strategy of the University until 2025
was democratic rather than behindthe-scenes. The strategy is the result
of many months of work for the whole
MGIMO community.
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“I was attracted by unique
MGIMO value model”
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Odintsovo,
MGIMO's digital hub

Elena Kozlovskaya, director of MGIMO's
branch in the Moscow Region, has been
assigned the task of making Odintsovo
an innovative digital hub.

An in-demand program
in english

72
In 2013, the MGIMO School
of Government and International
Affairs launched the Government and
International Affairs program, which
is taught entirely in English. It turned
out to be in high demand.
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MGIMO, now in Tashkent

Russia’s Minister of Foreign Affairs
Sergei Lavrov, the renowned MGIMO
graduate, arrived in Uzbekistan
on a visit to open a University branch
in Tashkent.

32 MGIMO in Geneva
Geneva is the capital of international
law. Four years ago, in Geneva

MGIMO’s International Law
School together with the Swiss
School for International Relations
launched the International Law and
Comparative Legal Studies program.

PersOnA GrATA
40

Gennady Gatilov, Master
of Multilateral Diplomacy

G. Gatilov, Russia’s Permanent
Representative to the UN Office
in Geneva, graduated from MGIMO
in 1972 together with the current
Minister of Foreign Affairs Sergey
Lavrov, the University's Rector
Anatoly Torkunov and other
prominent experts on international

affairs. This year they are all
celebrating their 70th anniversary.
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nalutuesha, or a Woman
Who Brings rain

When Lyubov Stupakova-Wildenstein
(1995) is asked whether she received
what she expected from MGIMO, she
says: "I've received something that
I didn't expect, it exceeded all of my
expectations!"

HIsTOry
72 The Glow of Victory
This year is the 75th anniversary of our
victory in the Great Patriotic War.
The glow of victory has always shined
on our university. We remember
that at different times, the children
and grandchildren of the victorious
Marshals Zhukov, Rokossovsky,
Vasilevsky and other leaders during
the war studied at MGIMO.

TOrKunOV
80

Anatoly Torkunov, Mission:
Possible

Head of MGIMO, scholar, academician,
diplomat and the man who carries
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For nearly 15 years,
the MGIMO Journal
covered Lavrov’s trips
around the globe.
To celebrate his
70th anniversary, we are
publishing photos
showing his
diplomatic voyage.

136

132
on with The Mission celebrates his
70th anniversary. We publish
a selection of birthday wishes from
Rector Anatoly Torkunov’s friends,
who are part of political, cultural, and
business elites of Russia and world.
82

sergey lavrov: "I would
share a foxhole with him!"

Head of Russia’s Foreign Ministry
refers to his friend Anatoly Torkunov
as “the founding father of the current
MGIMO model”
86

Ilham Aliyev: "Being
the rector of MGIMO
is a great mission"

President of Azerbaijan (MGIMO,
1982) shares his assessment
4
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of the role of Anatoly Torkunov as
a MGIMO leader.
112

Aleksandar Vučić:
"Professionalism and sincere
love for youth"

Serbian President on the role
of Anatoly Torkunov as a diplomat,
educator, and scholar.

to Mr. Torkunov that MGIMO has
developed into one of the most
prestigious and up-to-date
academic institutions in our
country.”
JuBIlee

A

s cynical as it may sound,
but today’s situation
caused by COVID-19
is a blessing in disguise,
isn’t it? It seems to be the case we
might be happy about. Indeed, we
started feeling inexplicable joy even
with every new wave of Western
sanctions, eventually.
The coronavirus acted as a catalyst for
a number of processes which were slowly unfolding. For some of them, this scourge turned out to be
a trigger they have been waiting for.
Could somebody have imagined that for the first time in 75 years MGIMO would be suddenly closed
in the middle of the academic year while students, lecturers and even the administration would go
home and voluntarily self-isolate?
Almost a year after it doesn’t seem to be a dream – it is a new reality. MGIMO was remarkably quick
to adapt, mastering the art of working remotely: not only did the students have their classes online,
but thesis defenses and PhD Candidacy examinations were also held virtually. Even the campus pond
sliders from the fountain near the monument to Ivan Turgenev and Pauline Viardot seemed to be
working from home while their house was cleaned by the workers wearing masks.
By the way, it was Rector Torkunov who came up with the idea of pond sliders working from home.
He looked into the window, saw the empty fountain and workers and said: "Why don’t you start the new
issue with this sketch about working from home? It’s a very topical issue."
So, we started with the pond sliders, but then we continued with articles about the Rector, the member
of the Russian Academy of Sciences, the diplomat, the keeper and the inheritor of the Mission, who
turned 70 this August.
This issue is partly devoted to the success story of Anatoly Torkunov, his achievements and milestones
on the way to the dream. You might ask: "What is his dream?" We don’t know. Try to find the answer
yourself. It’s very likely that everyone would have their own version. And that’s good.
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132 lavrov's 50 years of rafting
Sergey Lavrov's diplomacy is maneuvering
in white water of global politics,
overcoming rapids of potential conflicts.
President of Kazakhstan and MGIMO
What is the secret of his success? Is
graduate (1975) wishes Anatoly Torkunov
it water rafting that Lavrov has been
creative energy and high spirits.
practicing for 50 years on fast Siberian
rivers?
126 Dmitry Medvedev:

114

Kassym-Jomart Tokayev:
"Work adorns people, and
people adorn their times"

“It is mostly thanks

136 Heavy

ministerial duties
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reCTOr’s GOlF CuP
AT nAKHABInO
On September 4th, the Moscow Country Club hosted the 5th MGIMO Golf Cup
devoted to the 70th anniversary of the MGIMO Rector Anatoly Torkunov.
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tournament," he said. "I take part in it every
year. The MGIMO Cup is always organized
well, here friends meet and good mood reins.
I believe that it’s a good tradition. This year
the Cup celebrates a double anniversary:
it’s the fifth tournament, but also it
is devoted to the 70th anniversary of Anatoly
Torkunov, the MGIMO Rector and my friend.
I congratulate him on this anniversary!"
The winners in different nominations
of the 5th MGIMO Golf Cup include
A. Zhukov (the Rector’s Competition), Ngo
Duc Manh (the Diplomats’ Competition),
A. Peregudov (the Sponsors’ S8 Capital
Competition), M. Novikov (the Alumni
Competition), S. Shulgin (the Open
Competition), A. Borodin (the Students’
Competition), L. Rastrygina (the Women’s
Competition), I. Martynenko/L. Litvinova
(the Couples’ Competition).
Traditionally, apart from the golf
tournament itself, the agenda included
a chess session with the grandmaster, 2016
European Champion, Ernesto Inarkiev.
"It’s my third cup. I remember how we
opened the chess club together. For me,
it’s a pleasure to be here, it’s a pleasant
tournament where you can play chess
in a friendly atmosphere," he said.

t

he country club in the Moscow
region gathered again MGIMO
friends and partners, officials
and businessmen, university’s
graduates, and members of the diplomatic
corps. "Golf has become a true passion for
MGIMO students and our friends," said
the MGIMO Rector Anatoly Torkynov. "In five
years, we have seen a complete change
among people who play here, we see a lot
of young participants apart from those who
have been playing for a long time. I am very
happy that today the weather is great, that
I see so many familiar faces of my friends,
graduates and even those who studied with
me. People come to this Cup not only to
enjoy golf but also to meet, to see some
friends, including those who don’t even play
this game." Alexandr Zhukov, First Deputy
Chairman of the State Duma, a good chess
player and a frequent visitor of golf courses,
spoke at the Cup opening. "This is a great
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The Discussion Veranda of the Cup was
opened by the MGIMO – Digital session,
organized with the support of the event’s
general partner, S8.Capital company.
The event was moderated by the MGIMO
Endowment Director Marina Petrova.
The digitization process and trends were
discussed by the Director for Transformation
and Business Analysis at S8.Capital
A. Kondratiev, the Director of the Center for
Digital Economy and Financial Innovation
at MGIMO E. Sidorenko, the Head
of the Center for Competence of Big
Data and Artificial Intelligence of Lanit
Group of Companies and General Director
of the CleverData company D. Afanasyev,
10
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Torkunov:
"Golf has
become a true passion
for MGIMo students
and our friends"
the Director of MGIMO’s Odintsovo branch
E. Kozlovskaya and the Dean of MGIMO’s
School of Financial Economy E.Pogrebnyak.
One of the highlights was the MGIMO
Strategy discussion platform. MGIMO
administrative staff and the faculty together

with businessmen and university partners
reflected on the stages of MGIMO 2020–2025
Development Strategy implementation and
the application to participate in the Strategic
Academic Leadership Program. Among
the speakers were the BCG team members A.
Stepanenko and V. Bulat, the University’s First
Vice-Rector G. Tolstopyatenko, and the ViceRector for Research and International
Cooperation A. Baykov. The discussion was
moderated by the Vice-Rector for General
Affairs A. Malgin.
In the evening, a reception was held by
the MGIMO Rector. Among the friends who
came to congratulate Anatoly Torkunov apart
from A. Zhukov were S. Kravtsov, V. Medinsky,

Ph. Chodiev, B. Khamchiev, I.
Yurgens, M. Shvydkoy, D. Shugayev,
R. Dosmukhametov, V. Dukhin, P.
Zenkovich, S. Mikhailov, V. Meladze,
G. Leps, and others. Mikhail
Shvydkoy’s speech, as always, was
original and bright. The Special
Representative of the Russian
President for International Cultural
Cooperation said: "You are an amazing
scholar, diplomat, and rector, as you
still have a kind attitude towards
people. In theory, by the age of 70, you
should hate us all, because you are so
smart that you know us inside out. But
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you love us, and that’s mind-blowing! I think
that it’s your mother and father who taught
you this great love and kindness towards
people. In Soviet times they said that the only
complex that a person could have was the GTO
complex (Ready for Labour and Defense), and
you have it: you are always ready!"
The musical show was opened by the Russian
12
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ne of the cup
highlights was
the MGIMo
strategy discussion
platform

Honored Artist Anzhelika Varum, followed by
a vibrant performance by Styliagi Band.
The Alumni Association and MGIMO
Endowment thank partners and sponsors
of the Cup, namely, GlavUpDK under
the Russian MFA, S8.Capital (the general
partner), Vyselkovsky Agricultural Complex,
Know-How company, and Kh. Khanbalaev.
# #33/2020
/ 20 20 MJ

13
13

s tA r t

14
14

MJ ##33/2
/ 2002200

# #33/2020
/ 20 20 MJ

15

trend

early this year, the joint meeting
of the MGIMo supervisory Board
and Board of trustees was focused
on the new development strategy
of the University until 2025, with
the rector Anatoly torkunov
mentioning in his report the term
"MGIMo 3.0". "true, during our
working discussions, we used
this term. By MGIMo 1.0 we mean
the soviet period (1994-1991),
MGIMo 2.0 is the first post-soviet
decade (1991-2001), MGIMo 2.1
is the last decade during which
the University has accumulated
several considerable changes. We
believe that they allow us to move
towards a new "version: – MGIMo
3.0," said the rector.
MJ: When will it be implemented?
The 3.0 life-cycle starts now, and, hopefully,
it will last for about ten years. We decided to
include in a five-year strategy a detailed plan
of MGIMO development and renewal. Five
years is a traditional period for universities
as it is the term of office of the Rector, deans,
and vice-rectors.
Yes, on papers, the strategy is tailored for
five years, but we look ahead. Our ambitions
and goals together make up our vision
of the University in ten years, the MGIMO2030.

AnATOly
TOrKunOV:
"MGIMO Is
A HuMAn-CenTrIC
Interview by Igor drobyshev
Photos by Igor lileev

unIVersITy"
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MJ: What’s your vision of MGIMO-2030?
I see it as a University which trains top
experts for Russia and partner-countries
in various areas such as politics, economy,
law, agriculture, sports, environment, and
others.
Our vision of MGIMO-2030 is based on the
traditions of the Russian diplomatic school
and leadership in teaching and research
in international relations as well as an
international network of highly professional
and influential graduates.
MGIMO aims at becoming one of the leading
universities in the world in science and
education, reaching the highest in Russia
return on investment per student, being not
only on par with such recognized universities
as Science Po, LSE, HEC, but also to compete

with them for international students from
developed countries.
MJ: To what extent is MGIMO ready to
enter a new stage in its history?
I believe it’s quite ready. We have a sound
basis for the start, for fulfilling the tasks
of the new strategy. In some areas, it’s
even excellent.
Today MGIMO is a leader in Russian
higher education. Sixteen percent of all
MGIMO students come from CIS and
non-CIS countries. We have more than 90
educational BA and MA programs, with
33 of them being dual degree programs
with leading universities in the world.
MGIMO is in the top-100 of QS by subject
ranking in terms of political science and
international relations. It holds the second
place among Russian universities,
according to Forbes, and 366the place
in the QS World University Ranking.
Finally, MGIMO is one of the most
recognized brands of Russian education
in Eurasia and Eastern Europe.
MJ: Sounds impressive. However,
the requirements set for universities
in the Russian and international
education markets are pretty
demanding.
We realize it. Just imagine: knowledge,
competencies, and special skills are
updated so quickly today that they
become obsolete in three to five years,
and most of the degrees take longer.
Education is becoming more customized;
the competition from the universities
of the leading Russian corporations
is getting more intense. The economy
and social sphere are being digitalized,
national boundaries of education and
labor markets are becoming more
translucent.
MJ: What does the strategy propose to
achieve the goals?
We identified five strategic priorities for
the next three years.
First, this is a radical renewal
of the selection and education system so
that it reflects MGIMO’s strong traditions.
A significant competitive advantage

of the University is the values and skillsbased model tested for decades. It has been
critical for the success of our graduates,
being the quality mark for the employers.
We want to know our applicants and
understand their motivation. We have
developed a toolkit that allows us to identify

and our educational partners in updating
the programs.
An essential role in the renewal of our
programs will be played by the Odintsovo
campus near Moscow which will develop as
a competence center for sciences related to
big data and system analysis in social and

February, 2020. the joint meeting of the MGIMo
supervisory Board and Board of trustees

W

hat’s my vision
of MGIMO2030? I see it as
a university which trains
top experts for russia
and partner-countries
in various areas such as
politics, economy, law,
agriculture, sports,
environment, and
others.
future leaders among the high school
students, find gifted youngsters in Moscow,
Russian regions and abroad.
Second, we will relaunch the training model
which will be focused on the skills and
challenges of the future. The professions
that have been in the labor market for
decades now become a thing of the past.
They are replaced by careers requiring
constant developing and upgrading
of particular, niche skills.
All MGIMO programs will be developed
based on the forecasted demand for
skills in three to five years thanks to
the systemic engagement of employers

economic processes, legal framework for
financial and emerging technologies, digital
technologies in linguistics as well as AI
in communication.
The campus will launch independent and
joint educational programs with universities
and industrial partners, transmitting
the most advanced ideas in innovation
and data analysis to the central Vernadsky
campus in Moscow.
"Great" MGIMO curricula will be
digitalized through such pilot programs as
mathematical simulation and forecasting
of international situations as well as
sustainable development and innovations.
ADV Group of companies, Microsoft and
N-Vidia (a leading Russian company in AI)
have already become industrial partners
of Odintsovo campus, while on the
Vernadsky campus we are moving towards
partnership with Kurchatov Institute
of Atomic Energy and the Diplomatic
Academy of Malta.
MJ: MGIMO is an established research
center. Which changes should we expect
in this area?
This is our third priority, which aims to
promote research, scientific and publication
activities, which serve as a basis to shape
a quality academic climate and as a driver
for the University in international rankings.
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In the Global Go To Think Tank Index
of the University of Pennsylvania, MGIMO
is ranked 11th among the best university
affiliated think tanks. It is a genuinely high
rank! Among the top think tanks in Central
and Eastern Europe we usually are in the
top-5.
Today MGIMO is a world-known university
in the area of international research and
political science, a recognized authority
in international lawyers training.
Forth, MGIMO has always stood out
because of its wide network of international

J

ust imagine:
knowledge,
competencies, and
special skills are updated
so quickly today that they
become obsolete in three
to five years, and most
of the degrees take
longer.

be included in the MGIMO international
network are Switzerland, France, Italy,
Vietnam, Mongolia, Serbia. The basis for
these hubs will be either a conglomerate
of joint programs (more than five programs,
as in France or Italy), or strong alumni
associations (as in Vietnam and Mongolia),
or vital business partners (as in Serbia).
The mix of several factors is also possible (as
in Switzerland).
Finally, our fifth priority is to ensure a more
quick and targeted career start for graduates
and to more actively engage highly

Our graduates' career success, or financially
speaking, higher return on investment,
is one of our strategic priorities. This year
MGIMO will establish a full-cycle Career
center (from career guidance to employment
in a specific company).

partnerships. The five-year strategy aims
to make cooperation with our partners
more systematic and broaden our horizons,
creating MGIMO corporate soft power.
Only in 2019, we signed five agreements with
foreign universities to open joint programs
(the University of Urbino, the University
of Nicosia, Beijing International Studies
University (BISU), Rennes School of Business,
Shanghai International Studies University).
This is an addition to the existing two
hundred agreements with universities abroad.
Thanks to the development of the Trianon
Dialogue with CNAM and HEC, which
are first-rank French universities, we are
now moving towards creating joint MBAprograms.
18
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The University will continue to develop
relations with the world leading universities
from the students' exchanges to joint
programs, systematically shape the concept
of MGIMO soft power and create centers
of attraction in the regions that are a priority
to us.
The key element of developing MGIMO
international brand will be hubs and
representative offices abroad. MGIMO branch
in Tashkent will be the first of such hubs
and serve as the center for the selection and
attraction of students from the whole region.
By the end of 2025, we will create two
or three new hubs and three or four
representative offices in Europe and Asia.
Among the first candidate countries to

professional and influential graduates in the
university activities.
We all know the saying that "there are no
unemployed with a MGIMO degree." Still,
the analysis shows that competition from
other graduates creates a certain delay
at the start. Yes, MGIMO graduates later
catch up with their competitors, but an
effective start is vital for the employers.
This delayed start is explained by the fact
that other graduates start their careers and
have their first full-time jobs when they are
students. It's impossible for our students
because of the number of hours spent
studying foreign languages and in class.
We need to look for other ways to speed up
the start.

MJ: The strategy also mentions
the "human-centric approach."
It is part of the concept. MGIMO is a humancentric university. We are proud of it and will
develop this aspect, creating a convenient
environment for group and individual work
of our students and employees.
MJ: The creating of the strategy can
also be called human-centric, as it was
democratic rather than behind-thescenes.
That’s true. The strategy is the result
of many months of work for the whole
MGIMO community. Initially, it’s design
was prepared by the BCG, an international
consulting group, and then presented to
the broader MGIMO audience at the last
year’s World Alumni Forum in Tashkent.

t

MJ: We can’t but discuss the situation
which arose due to the coronavirus
pandemic.
The situation is difficult, and the efforts
taken to overcome it turned out to be
unprecedented, especially for the young.
Education is one of the most
important "continuous production."
The overwhelming majority of MGIMO
professors did find an opportunity, and
most importantly, expressed their sincere
desire to work with students during
the lockdown announced by the Moscow
authorities. And we managed to keep
the education continuous!
I addressed the students, calling on them
About six hundred graduates could get
to be more attentive, careful, and
acquainted with it.
cautious and to make sure that their
More than ten focus groups of different levels actions minimize the risk of contracting
were organized, many interviews with MGIMO the coronavirus.
management, professors, students, graduates When you are young, it’s very hard
and employers. The students and faculty
to come to terms with restrictions.
surveys played a great role, which allowed us to Yet I asked the students to find a safe
cover 25 and 30% of both groups.
application for their energy and
In general, the creating of the strategy
invest time in studying and acquiring
involved more than fifteen hundred people!
knowledge – that was my advice.

he university will
continue to
develop relations
with the world leading
universities from
the students' exchanges
to joint programs, create
centers of attraction
in the regions that are
a priority to us.
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"I WAs ATTrACTeD By A unIque
MGIMO VAlue MODel"

individual project, but using a solid
systematic model, which brings before
us important tasks. Among them are
synchronizing the programmes with
the requirements of the market and
others. We will introduce a pilot project
to update the curriculum at the School
of International Economic Relations.
About half of our recommendations
have already been implemented,
but there are some fundamental
things which require time to be
agreed on and tested. We will need

Anton stepanenko is a Higher school of economics graduate, who really likes his alma mater. But he says that
if he were to choose the university now, he would opt for MGIMo. the Boston consulting Group partner came
to this conclusion a year after he started working on the new MGIMo development strategy.
MJ: Do you say that because it’s MGIMO
that commissioned the strategy?
Of course, not. I was attracted by a unique
MGIMO value model. When an applicant
chooses a university, they take into
account the success model that will be
part of their lives as well as who is their
future economics teacher or the brand
of the university that will appear on their
CV. Our research shows that MGIMO
graduates usually reach success not through
competing with each other, but thanks
to collaboration, finding a compromise;
they behave in a more diplomatic way. It’s
typical of a MGIMO student to see the big
goal first (and that’s where a strategy
emerges), then aspire to gather a team and
become its leader, find a new opportunity.
This can be done both in Russia and
internationally. In MGIMO, students’
knowledge and their future positions
are believed to be important. But even
more crucial is the foundation for their
proficiency, which is the values. Knowledge

can be transmitted, while a citizen can
only be raised at a university with history
and traditions. That’s a special feature
of MGIMO.
MJ: Was there a bidding process to
develop a new strategy for MGIMO?
Yes, MGIMO was choosing among several
consulting firms, with PwC and BCG being
the leaders. Why did we win? We have
a wide experience, but most importantly,
we know how to work in a challenging
administrative environment, and
the university is a good example of that.
We often say that making a change
at a university is comparable to making
a warship change its course. It goes
forward, and everything is fine and stable.
Then, suddenly, people come and say that
something should be altered. A special
feature of MGIMO is not only that it’s
a brand. I would point out two features:
one is functional and the other is related
to roots and history. The first special
feature is that despite a great number
of programmes taught here (from classic
diplomacy to agricultural management,
from law to sociology and journalism),
the university is undoubtedly political. You
can feel this political nature (in the good
sense), looking at how the university
is managed, what decisions are taken,
how people work and communicate here.
This model of existence and actions
in a specific organization is unique. It’s
not by chance that the head of the MGIMO
Board of Trustees is the Russian Minister
of Foreign Affairs.
MJ: There is one more special feature –
MGIMO is a university associated with
a certain personality, with Anatoly
Torkunov, who is the embodiment

20
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of all the MGIMO achievements in the
recent past.
Sure. He has been the MGIMO Rector
for 28 years. He also worked as its
Vice-Rector and a dean. We take it into
account.
MJ: By the way, how was your
meeting with the Rector?
It happened in May last year, but
I remember this event as if it had
happened yesterday. We gathered
in his office, which is exquisite. There
you can find a schooner model, a medieval
cannon mock-up, tons of books and, if
I am not mistaken, even a crossbow. We
first told him about us, our experience, and
he started speculating about the future
in a very calm and balanced manner.
He talked about the new trends, such
as artificial intelligence, big data, which
should be implemented, about the more
intense competition in the international
education market and in Russia, including
the fight for a higher ranking. We realized
that our task as consultants was to help
the head of the university with long
traditions structure his ideas, add some
new ones and formulate the next step.
At that meeting, our team and Anatoly
Torkunov discussed the idea which has
been the motif of all our work. In brief,
it’s to turn MGIMO, which was a Russian
university of international relations, into
an international university. For the past

W

e realized that
our task as
consultants
was to help the head
of the university with
long traditions structure
his ideas, add some new
ones and formulate
the next step.

another three years to finalize
the project.

MJ: Has the work on the MGIMO
strategy given you something in terms
of your expertise and human aspect?
That’s a good question. Of course, it has.
I think it’s the feeling of ownership of MGIMO
values and the school which unites talented
and successful people. This realization
makes you a lot stronger, and if you choose
MGIMO, that’s one of the reasons. Let alone
the MGIMO model which is notable for
years, MGIMO has achieved a lot: it became the collective approach in decision making
a serious educational and research platform, and result-oriented character as well as
readiness to involve global resources to solve
which is confirmed by its growing ratings.
tasks at the international level. Such model
Now, it has two considerable branches
in Odintsovo (Moscow region) and Tashkent resonates a lot with our company’s and my
own understanding of the international
(Uzbekistan). It’s time to make the next
step. For MGIMO leadership, it’s to develop consultant’s job. MGIMO is the place which
raises such people.
the university internationally not through
# 3 / 20 20 MJ
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ODInTsOVO:
MGIMO's DIGITAl HuB

elena Kozlovskaya was named director of MGIMo's odintsovo branch in the Moscow region on 1 February.
However, she didn’t need to learn on the job. she had already been deputy director of the odintsovo campus for
a long time and had been in charge of its educational verticals (school – vocational school – bachelor’s program –
master’s program – additional professional education).
of course, she now has further responsibility. As part of MGIMo’s strategy up to 2025, the odintsovo branch has
been assigned the task of becoming an innovative digital hub.
MJ: What will take place in this hub?
Test runs of new programs and the testing
of hypotheses on educational methods
and concepts at all levels; and the creation
of a center of expertise in the field of digital
economics and digital technologies.
The digitalization of education touches
on several aspects: first, what we teach,
i.e. the substance; second, how we teach,
i.e. the methods of teaching; and finally,
in what environment this takes place. We
are developing this system right now.
The digital component is in all
of the campus’ programs in one way or
another, be it new disciplines in curriculums
or totally new programs. We are effectively
re-launching the School of Financial
Economy under the leadership of a new
dean, having completely updated the list
of new bachelor’s programs, which we have
developed with the active participation
of MGIMO partners who are also future
employers.
The programs in the School of Linguistics
and Cross-Cultural Communication
were also subject to restructuring. This
is connected to the fact that today, the labor
market wants translators who possess
modern linguistic tools and know how
language technologies are developing.
They need to know how to work with
data. However, traditional programs don’t
provide this. Of course, we are not deviating
from traditional linguistics! The new
master’s program for linguistics will train
not just interpreters but people who
understand what a linguistic product is and
how it is created. This year, we have already
started to understand this after graduates
of Bauman Moscow State Technical
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W

e prepare not
programmers
but specialists
who work at the junction
of technology and
business. Of course, they
will have the outlook
of an international
relations specialist.

University with math degrees came to
us and indicated their desire to combine
their technical skills and knowledge
with a translation education. We have
attracted industrial partners (Ashmanov &
Partners, a company that is a leader in the
Russian market for internet marketing)
with this goal, and we are simultaneously
restructuring our bachelor’s program
in linguistics.
MJ: Are we still preparing specialists
in international relations?

We are still preparing people with an
international outlook, but not diplomats.
We have kept, so to say, the MGIMO
framework and the minimum MGIMO
disciplines – above all the language
training and disciplines of international
law, the global economy and foreign
policy. However, the programs feature
more specialized subjects. In the School
of Financial Economy, we are launching
a program in financial management that
simultaneously starts the process of being
accredited by the ACCA (Association
of Chartered Certified Accountants) so
that graduates receive an internationally
licensed education. The Financial Economy
and Financial Technologies program
is rare, as they added a large bloc on law
and another large bloc on information
technologies to the traditional study
of finance and credit here. We don’t see any
analogues to these programs in Russia.
We also have the course of IT
in International Business in our Business
Informatics program. We first launched this
bachelor’s program two years ago, and last
year we scaled it for our Tashkent branch.
MJ: What fields will these graduates
work in? Will they be programmers with
a focus in international relations?
No, they will be specialists who will
work at the junction of technology and
business, who speak the languages of IT
and business, and who can work with data
at a professional level. Of course, they
will have the outlook of an international
relations specialist. These are people who
will be able to lead digital transformations
in the future as CDOs (Chief Digital
Officer).
The other day I met with a student who
transferred from a different department
in MGIMO, and she asked, “What will I be
able to do when I finish my bachelor’s
in business informatics?” When I started
explaining to her, I realized that I myself
wanted to study in this program!
MJ: What did you tell her?
That depending on how deeply she
wants to submerge herself in IT, she
can choose absolutely different roles –

in finance, marketing, HR or operations
management. Primarily, she will
understand in this role how technologies
influence job functions. To put it another
way, she can choose consulting, but
a functional direction is to move towards
working as a project manager, who puts
projects together, understanding from one
side how business works (having received
hard skills) and how technology works
from the other side, therefore speaking
(being a programmer is not critical)
the same language as IT specialists.

I

n our pursuit
of a digital format, it’s
important to us that
we don’t lose what
makes MGIMO
the institution it is.

MJ: What is the share of AI
in Odintsovo’s learning process?
The theme of AI runs throughout
the School of Financial Economy.
The depth of the immersion varies, but
one master’s program is fully devoted to

AI – it is called Artificial Intelligence – and
it gives an idea of what can be achieved
using modern technologies connected
with the digital economy and big data, and
how these problems are solved. I repeat,
we don’t plan to develop programmers.
A graduate of the program will know
the principles of formulating, developing
and advancing technological products,
as well as be able to solve non-standard
strategic issues through hands-on
experience, creating new business models
for complex systems.
MJ: You said that these programs have
partners.
I did. For example, we have an agreement
with KPMG for on-the-job training
for students in the School of Financial
Economy. In the interests of our
linguistics course, we signed an agreement
on academic mobility with the Milan
University of Design and Media, which

offers the following exchange: first,
students studying linguistics and Russian
Studies come to us for a semester, and then
our students go to Italy for a semester.
We are developing AI in cooperation with
major partners such as the Moscow Institute
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of Physics and Technology, Microsoft,
nVidia and the Russian communication
group ADV. MGIMO hadn’t come into
contact with AI before, but we are now
invited as experts to the AI working group
for the National Education Project.
We are creating an information-analytical
center that will bring together expertise
in data science, AI and the digital
economy so that our students can test
hypotheses and conduct research.
We are developing AI in cooperation
with major partners such as the Moscow
Institute of Physics and Technology,
Microsoft, nVidia and the Russian
communication group ADV.
MJ: How has the coronavirus pandemic
impacted your work?
Of course, this has been a serious
challenge for everyone. In no time at all,
departments, schools and colleges
supported by our IT team, as well as
the Curriculum Office and other units
have managed to migrate their teaching
processes to a digital format. In a normal
situation, this would take nearly a year.
Teachers and deans’ offices literally
mastered platforms and tools that were
new to them in two to three days, actively
helping each other. This situation has
strengthened our team, as we made sure
we were ready for the challenge.
In less than two weeks, we clearly saw how
important face-to-face work is between
teachers and students in small groups
and one-on-one situations. Compared
to other universities, we have a small
campus, and we consider it an advantage
that there is the possibility to work oneon-one with every student. In a normal
situation, the role of online education
is to strengthen and support face-to-face
education, not replace it.
MJ: What do you see as your long-term
goal?
To ensure high-quality education
at the Odintsovo campus, which
is intended to be MGIMO’s digital hub.
However, in our pursuit of this goal, we
don’t want to lose what makes MGIMO
the institution it is.
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An In-DeMAnD
PrOGrAM
In enGlIsH

In 2013, the MGIMo school of Government and International Affairs
launched the Government and International Affairs program, which
is taught entirely in english. It turned out to be in high demand. In 2020,
MGIMo invites to apply to this four-year bachelor program, where students
take all the subjects, pass their exams, do written assignments only
in english.

"A

nother program that we
have is a double-degree
with the University
of Reading, UK. It’s Politics
and International Relations", says Mikhail
Troitskiy, Head of BA international
relations programs in English at MGIMO.
"Students first study at MGIMO (during
their first and second years) and later move
to Reading (during their third and fourth
years) to obtain a Bachelor’s degree in both
universities. From our point of view, this
is quite a winning combination of two
traditions in higher education. We opened
the double-degree program two years ago.
Its popularity is only growing despite high
tuition fees at the University of Reading
in the third and fourth years".
We invite to apply for the Government
and International Affairs program Russian
and international students, who went
to English high schools. The program's
successful completion requires fluency
in English at the C1 level (equivalent to
an IELTS score of 6.0) from day one. This
is the level of IB and A-Level program
graduates.
The Politics and International Relations
double-degree program is open for Russian
and international students regardless
of the high school they graduated from.
Prospective students from Russia can
apply using their Unified State Exam
results in Russian, English, and history.
The minimum required scores are 80 points
in English and 70 points in Russian. In this
program, students will go through intensive

training in English, including an academic
writing course, which will allow them
to successfully continue their education
at the University of Reading during
the third and fourth years.
The high-quality education is provided
by 50 professors of specialized subjects
and about 50 lecturers of foreign
languages. Half of the faculty is regular
MGIMO lecturers. They have considerable

experience organizing classes in English,
most of them having Master’s and Ph.D.
degrees from the leading universities in the
world. Among our professors are American
and British lecturers with Ph.D. from Oxford
and London universities. We also invite
practitioners from business, state and nonprofit organizations who are well-known
experts with publications in peer-reviewed
journals.
Currently, there are about 200 students
at the MGIMO School of Government and
International Affairs that organizes BA
international relations programs in English.
They come from more than 30 countries.
Most of the students are nationals of South
Korea, France, and Kazakhstan, but some
come from Brazil, Sweden, the USA, China,
Singapore and Namibia. Just over 50%
of our students are Russian nationals, many
of whom graduated from English high
schools abroad.
Our Dean’s office does its best to make
the everyday life of our students more
convenient and ensure their emotional
well-being right after their arrival
in Moscow and during their studies. They
easily get their Russian student visas, they
also have an orientation week when they
learn more about MGIMO and the life
on campus. If needed, a room in dormitory
is provided. We pay close attention to
the needs of our students, helping them
in communication with the departments
of the University or other organizations
in Moscow. We have two English student
clubs, consisting of the most active
students who are ready to communicate
on professional topics in their free time.
The big advantage of our curriculum
is interdisciplinarity. We teach such courses
as history and philosophy, economics and
political science, international conflicts and
security, finance and energy, modern global
issues and corporate governance, statistics
and econometrics, game theory and data
analysis, programming and influence
of new technology on international
relations.
We focus on the development
of communication, or soft, skills: producing
good impression, working in groups,
assuming the role of a leader, mediating

conflicts, acting as an entrepreneur. One
set of workshops is aimed at developing
skills of independent research and writing
professional texts in English. And certainly,
as is tradition at MGIMO, students learn
two foreign languages. The level of the first
foreign language achieved at the end
of the program is C1 (fluent proficient
command in spoken and written language),
the level of the second language is B2 (one
level behind C1).

M

ost of the
graduates
continued their
education at Master’s
programs in the best
universities of europe,
Asia and north America,
from the university
of Tokyo to sciences-Po
in Paris, from MGIMO to
the university
of edinburgh.
All the information about the programs,
news, achievements and life of our School
can be found at https://sgia.mgimo.ru/
in English and at mgimo.ru/study/faculty/
sgia/ in Russian.

We have already held three
commencement ceremonies. In 2017,
2018 and 2019 about 50 students
graduated from our BA program
in English. Most of the graduates
continued their education at Master’s
programs in the best universities
of Europe, Asia and North America, from
the University of Tokyo to Sciences-Po
in Paris, from MGIMO to the University
of Edinburgh. Some of them found

a prestigious job in public and private
sectors, at the foreign ministries of their
countries. Several graduates started
their own business in IT and language
training. At our website (https://
sgia.mgimo.ru/Alumni-Interviews)
the graduates share their impressions
about MGIMO, Moscow and Russia and
assess the role of our program in their
future career.
The admission to the MGIMO fouryear BA program in international
relations (Government and International
Affairs) is organized based on an online
test in history and English. You can also
email the necessary scanned documents.
As for the double-degree with
the University of Reading (Politics
and International Relations), Russian
applicants should provide the results
of the Unified State Exam in Russian and
English (with at least 70 and 80 points,
respectively), as well as in history.
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of course, but not only for it because
MGIMO graduates are desirable in different
fields of state activities and in private
business.”
Of course, no one in the hall, not even
the guest, could predict that the global
order would be turned upside down

o

pening
of the MGIMO
branch
in Tashkent,
as emphasized by
Mr. lavrov, is “a very
important step in our
foreign policy interaction
in education and the
coordination of our
actions.”

in a month or two by the coronavirus
pandemic. It is interesting to now
read Lavrov’s sharp prediction at that
moment. “In the modern world,” he
said, “tectonic processes are happening,
which are connected with the continuing
redistribution of the balance of power and
the forming of, in principle, a new, more
democratic and pluralistic, multipolar
world order… The Western countries – or
as we say, the “historic West” – dominated
the world for at least five centuries. This
epoch is in the past. Power and influence
need to be shared, and one needs to come
to agreement with new powerful players.”
According to Mr. Lavrov, it is necessary
in these conditions to “work towards new
formats of interaction and cooperation.
There is a growing need for trust and
coordination at a new level for all these
leading global players to address the most
difficult challenges and threats, which
today are of a transnational character. We
can’t hide from them within our borders

Photos by Igor drobyshev
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on 16 January, while finishing his tour of Hindustan, Minister
of Foreign Affairs sergei lavrov arrived in Uzbekistan on an official
visit. this trip included a visit by the renowned MGIMo graduate to
our branch in tashkent, which opened last december.

t

he trip began with Mr. Lavrov
in his usual position; however,
due to President Putin’s
unexpected dismissal of his
cabinet, Mr. Lavrov arrived in Uzbekistan as
acting minister.
Amid a light snowfall, Lavrov toured
the campus, checking out a computer
lab and a reading room, and he cast
an interested glance at the soccer field
at the University of World Economy and
Diplomacy (UMED), which its students
share with MGIMO students in the spirit
of fraternity. “I see that everything is very
commendable,” Mr. Lavrov said.
26
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In the company of Abdulaziz Kamilov,
Uzbekistan’s Minister of Foreign Affairs,
and Abduzhabar Abduvakhitov, Rector
of UMED and an advisor to President
Mirziyoyev of Uzbekistan, the distinguished
guest came to the Tashkent branch’s
conference hall. Although the number
of students and teachers in MGIMO’s
Tashkent branch doesn’t compare to
UMED, where 3,000 young men and women
study, the hall was packed to an impressive
amount.
Mr. Kamilov spoke briefly before Mr.
Lavrov’s speech, saying just a few but quite
important words. “To date, Russia and

Uzbekistan have created a comprehensive
agenda. As our dear president said, there
is no area in which the two sides would
not be able to work together. In this
great program, our interaction plays an
important role in the field of humanities,
especially education. Therefore,
Mr. Lavrov’s visit to this MGIMO branch
is iconic.”
The opening of the Tashkent branch, as
emphasized by Mr. Lavrov at the beginning
of his speech, is “a very important step
in our foreign policy in education and
the coordination of our actions. It also
reflects the growing and active interest

of President Mirziyoyev of Uzbekistan
in the Russian language and education.
As I understand, you now have eight
branches of Russian educational
institutions. The sky’s the limit.”
Lavrov mentioned that MGIMO
celebrated its 75th anniversary last year.
“Over these three-quarters of a century,
it has come a long way, having formed
a truly unique scientific and pedagogical
institution. I’m sure that you will continue
the glorious tradition of preparing highly
qualified specialists in international
relations for the widest range of fields. For
the diplomatic service first and foremost,
# 3 / 20 20 MJ
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or wall ourselves off. Terrorism, drug
trafficking and other forms of organized
crime, cybercrime… Apart from these
threats and risks, there also is a problem
of a changing climate.” Only collectively
under the “united roof” of the UN
can these problems be solved, based
on mutual respect, equal rights, balanced
interests and the fostering of a culture
of compromise. Russia brings to this its
contribution, working in alliances such
as the CIS, SCO and BRICS, and in the
“triangle” of RIC (Russia, India and China)
as well as the G20.
However, “the reckless – to put it
directly – actions of our American

colleagues ” and their close allies,
Mr. Lavrov noted, have led towards
a catastrophic aftermath in the Middle
East. “I think that nevertheless…the future
will depend on our methods of forming
partnerships without dictates or threats,
without a ‘zero-sum’ approach. As I already
said, it is necessary to encourage the value
of dialogue, consensus and mutual
respect. Only this can move us towards
true stability and away from immediate
28
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A

s uzbekistan’s
Minister
of Foreign Affairs,
A. Kamilov put it,
“To date, russia and
uzbekistan have created
a comprehensive
agenda. There is no area
in which the two sides
would not be able to
work together.”

solutions to solving global problems that
account for certain domestic events and
electoral cycles.”
Russia’s foreign policy is guided by
“pragmatism, the search for realistic
solutions, and not the advancement
of boisterous initiatives that have a quick
propaganda effect… Our initiatives
are designed to unite the efforts and
opportunities of very different states.”
“We are extremely satisfied,” Lavrov said,

“that Russia and Central Asian countries
are connected through close cooperation
and strategic partnership based on the
principles of international law, respect
and the interests of one another, as well as
the balance of interests when considering
any questions.”
This fully applies to Russia and
Uzbekistan’s cooperation and strategic
partnership. With the stable growth
of turnover, the two countries are
developing massive joint projects
ranging from energy projects, including
nuclear energy, to machine building.
There is synergy in different multilateral
platforms, including the UN, the CIS –
where Uzbekistan is now chairing – and
the SCO. There is a meaningful dialogue
ongoing with our Uzbekistani colleagues
about the most effective way to interact
with the Eurasian Economic Union.
In this year of the 75th anniversary
of the victory in the Great Patriotic War,
the peoples of Russia and Uzbekistan,
Mr. Lavrov emphasized, are keeping alive
the memory of the accomplishment
of their fathers and grandfathers, and
they believe that their duty is to not allow
anyone to rewrite history or to doubt
the outcome of the war.
In conclusion, Mr. Lavrov wished
the students success in their studies,
adding that they “will have to ensure
the continuity of our foreign cooperation,
more than anything the foreign policy
direction of their state… I consider that
the knowledge, experience and skills that
you will acquire on this MGIMO campus
will help you in all of your undertakings.”
In the blink of an eye, lines formed
at all the microphones in the hall to ask
questions. Mr. Lavrov’s answers abounded
with important and useful information.
Students learned that “Uzbekistan
is maybe one of the best represented
countries when it comes to education
in Russian institutions. More than 29,000
students from Uzbekistan study in Russia,
and more than 6,000 of them receive
funding from the federal budget. President
Mirziyoyev requested we raise the number
of our annual scholarships, and we will
most likely meet this request.”

However, the latest news did not go
unmentioned. A journalist from a local
internet publication asked, “You are
in Uzbekistan on an official visit as acting
Minister of Foreign Affairs. What position
might you hold in the future?”
What followed in a flash was his rapier
wit: “You’re a journalist? Then study
at MGIMO.” However, diplomatic etiquette
demanded an answer to the unfortunate
question. “All these years, after finishing
school, I haven’t simply held a position;
instead I have always honestly carried out
my duties. I continue to do so now.”
As expected, several days later, an order
by President Putin reassigned Mr. Lavrov
as Minister of Foreign Affairs, keeping him
in this position.
***
MGIMO’s Tashkent campus is located
in a three-story building that is suitable
for teaching a large number of students.
The building was erected some 70
years ago, in the times of high-quality
construction. The walls are almost a meter
thick, so in summer it is cool indoors
without air conditioning, while in winter
it is very warm, cozy and comfortable.
The advantages of the building are its
lecture halls and language and computer
labs, which are designed to accommodate
a thousand people studying in two shifts.
However, these rooms have yet to be filled.
Around 100 students study at the campus
for now. “In 2019, we welcomed 44
bachelor’s students studying Information
Technologies in International Business,
or Business Informatics for short, as well
as 44 master’s students studying either
Business Informatics or International
Private Law,” said Bakhtier Islamov, director
of the Tashkent branch and a 1977 graduate
of MGIMO.
The MGIMO campus is situated sideby-side with UMED, our partner and
“colleague”. The fortunate positioning
allows MGIMO students not only to use
the diplomatic university’s infrastructure
but allows both institutions to complement
each other’s educational programs. This
partnership is similar to the synergy that
exists between our main MGIMO campus

at Vernadskogo and our Odintsovo
branch in the Moscow Region, which
complements the programs taught in our
primary departments. If UMED prepares
specialists in the fields of international and
economic relations, as well as international
public law, with the aim of working
for the government, then the MGIMO
campus is oriented towards the demands
of the market, teaching aspects
of international business. After all, in the
past several years, international business
has started to develop in Uzbekistan,
and many important investors from

I recently conducted a sociological
survey and found that a third of students
in our branch wanted to do some kind
of government work and be diplomats
after finishing at MGIMO. The other part
dream of being entrepreneurs like their
fellow countrymen, such as leading Forbeslisted businessmen and MGIMO graduates
Alisher Usmanov and Patokh Chodiev.
There also is a small part of our student
body that wants to go into academia, which
is great.”
By all accounts, the opening of the branch
fills the niche of business education

s. lavrov, “The Western
countries – or as we say,
the “historic West” –
dominated the world for
at least five centuries.
This epoch is in the past.
Power and influence
need to be shared.”

with a focus on IT, which is currently
unfilled in Uzbekistan. It is true that
Westminster International University
is there in Tashkent, but it teaches its
business informatics program in English,
and Inha University teaches it in a narrow
engineering format. Only the MGIMO
branch offers specialist knowledge
in international business. An undeniable
advantage of MGIMO as well is its
traditionally strong language training.
After the first semester, a question was
answered that had worried many: Will
graduates of Uzbekistani schools be able to
cope with MGIMO programs? But it turned
out that no one should have worried. Based
on the tests and exams, it was clear that
the students were more than capable.
This is largely due to the selection
of students by Russian teachers led by
MGIMO Vice-Rector Artem Malgin, as well
as by the teachers at the Odintsovo branch,

around the world are starting to come
here. If a bachelor’s student at UMED
wants to learn about market relations,
private law and informatics, then they
can walk the several dozen meters and
enter MGIMO. “That is why we are
not competing with UMED,” said Mr.
Islamov, insisting, “We are just giving
them the chance to try different options.
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and they chose well. “We must pay tribute
to them,” said Mr. Islamov. “They selected
capable students seeking new knowledge.
Of course, the material they are learning
is vast, but MGIMO students have always
studied intensely, as I remember from
my student years. A graduate of MGIMO
effectively receives two degrees in one.
For instance, a graduate from the School
of International Economic Relations has
an economic education like that from
the department of economics at Moscow
State University along with a language
education, at a level similar to a degree
in linguistics. I recently gave a lecture to our
students on global economics in English.
Our students understand English well, and
teaching in English is rewarding.”

in Russia starting from their second year.
Averik, who is a first-year bachelor’s
student and the leader of the second
academic group, is very responsible.
“Before I entered, I read many forums and
understood that you need to keep your nose
to the grindstone at MGIMO. I was prepared,
knowing that the workload would be

help with the process of accepting new
students, such as with coordination and
contacts. Our colleagues in Moscow didn’t
know the language, and I became a guide
of sorts to Uzbek culture for them. As
a result, they offered me a job at the branch.
I remember the current students from
the acceptance process, and they have

M

ore than 29,000
students from
uzbekistan
study in russia, and
more than 6,000
of them receive funding
from the federal budget.

***
An important aspect of the MGIMO
branch in Tashkent that students cited
is its proximity to home. “I really wanted

B

y all accounts,
the opening
of the branch
fills the niche
of business education
with a focus on IT,
which is currently
unfilled in uzbekistan.
to enter MGIMO,” said Arevik Bagdasarova.
“My grandmother, a history teacher with
more than 50 years of experience, dreamed
of studying at MGIMO. When I was a child,
I heard her say, ‘You should study in a good
institution like MGIMO.’ But my father, who
is very conservative, didn’t want me to go.
I really wanted to go abroad, but he said,
‘There’s no place like home.’ Then I learned
that they were opening an MGIMO branch
here, and I thought, ‘Father was right, why
would I need to leave home?’”
After all, Moscow will not be going
anywhere. During the first year
of the bachelor’s program, students stay
in Tashkent, and they then spend a semester
30
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International Private, Commercial and
Financial Law. As a curator, she checks
attendance, makes schedules and deals
with paperwork.
And so the first year went by. “It was
altogether fruitful,” Ms. Shokhsanam said.
“Not everyone is at the same level. Some
can do their written work well but speak
poorly; they can’t articulate their thoughts
and they need help. The teachers from
Moscow understood this and they stayed
after lessons to help. Our best students
turned out to be very helpful as well. They
would often sit together late into the night
in the UMED library. Parents would often

massive. I have an inclination to languages,
and this was the first reason I entered
MGIMO. Here they give us a serious
linguistic foundation. You can’t get by with
half the effort here, for a bright future awaits
you.”
The leader of the first academic group
(the two groups have 44 students each)
is Timur Alikhodzhaev. How did he get to
be elected leader? “According to the results
of the entrance exam, I was first overall,
having received more points than anyone
else. But my activeness played an important
role. Because I enjoy singing, I offered to
sing the song “Don’t Stop Me Now” by
Queen at the opening of the Tashkent
branch. Although they declined my offer,
the curator of the bachelor’s programs
remembered me.”
The curator is Shokhsanam Umarova, and
her role in forming the student body has
been very important, as she is practically
the leader of the branch. However, she ended
up at MGIMO by a twist of fate. “My sister,
Khilola Ulugova, Head of the Rector’s Office
at MGIMO, contacted me and asked if I could

become like my own children to me.”
Ms. Shokhsanam has Kamila Achilova,
a master’s student and the only
graduate of MGIMO among the students
at the branch, to help her. “When I received
my degree in International Law in 2019,
I learned that they were opening a branch
in Tashkent with a master’s program in my
field of jurisprudence!” Kamila is studying

call me and ask, ‘Where is our child?’
I run to the library and they are studying
there… I consider the possibility to receive
an MGIMO education in Uzbekistan to
be a great gift, because children remain
in their parents’ home. In our culture, we
believe girls should live at home because
they need to get married. Studying in our
branch solves this problem.”
# 3 / 20 20 MJ
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MGIMO In GeneVA
A program designed as a bridge to a European master’s degree.

Geneva is the capital of international law. It is home
to more than 25 international organizations,
nearby are lausanne with the Ioc's headquarters,
and s
strasburg where the council
ouncil of e
europe
urope
and the european Parliament are based. Four years ago, in Geneva
MGIMo’s International law school together with the swiss school for
International relations launched the International law and comparative
legal studies
s
program.
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“t

his program was
designed to be a bridge
to a European Master’s
degree for graduates
with a Russian Bachelor’s,” says Nataliya
Ponomareva, director of the School’s
educational programs, “Those who got
their secondary education in Russia,
can’t enroll into a European university
with their school certificates, they are not
recognized there. Our program is for those
who want to continue their education
in Europe and build an international
career. This description suits virtually
everyone who gets into MGIMO.”
What really hallmarks this program
is that students study half of the time
in Moscow, getting classical Russian
education, and spend the other half
in Geneva, studying in foreign languages
in a multicultural European environment,
learning directly from those who are
part of this culture. Most importantly,
they study international law in a city
where it is born and practiced – in dozens

are delivered in English – for two years
students attend lectures and seminars by
foreign law professors, representatives
of international organizations, such

W

hat really
hallmarks this
program is that
students study half
of the time in Moscow,
getting classical russian
education, and spend
the other half in Geneva,
studying in foreign
languages in
a multicultural european
environment, learning
directly from those who
are part of this culture

the UN, the IAEA, the WIPO, the WTO,
banks (UBS, Julius Baer), partners at law
firms. Apart from that students take
a unique, specially designed Legal English
Course. It gives them all the necessary
skills to navigate easily through
the literature on international law and
common law written in English.
Graduates who then enroll in Master’s
degree programs in European universities
don’t need to prep and attune themselves
to new conditions, they are familiar with
them, plus they are professionally trained
to work in a multicultural environment.
The instruction is modular and follows
European educational traditions – apart
from regular classes students attend
meetings with practitioners. Moreover,
there some exclusive courses that they
don’t have at the International Law
School, for example, a course on Englishlanguage cinema. This course enables
students to decipher European cultural
codes, get to learn more about foreign
law students’ mindset. Understanding
European cultural codes and fellow
law students from Western universities
is paramount for a graduate's professional
culture, it helps them to integrate into
a foreign country's business environment.
To meet that end, lectures and films were
specially selected for the course.
Finally, a full four-year program,
with students spending one semester
in Moscow and the next one in Geneva,
adapts students to an international
environment, but also allows them to
be around their family for long periods
of time, which is very important.

of international organizations, it is also
a wonderful opportunity to meet
professionals who work there and attend
international conferences.
The education structure fully complies
with the Bologna Process that aims to
boost students and faculty’s mobility and
straighten the ties between universities
in Europe and across the globe.
The number of people in a group to
six or eight, which means students
enjoy individual approaches in language
classes. From the third year, classes
34
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VEROnIkA nOSOVA

M

y parents learned about
MGIMO’s International
Law and Comparative
Legal Studies program first.
The concept of a university in the heart
of Europe with Russian atmosphere,
where law and other classes were delivered
in English and French seemed perfect to
them. Besides, Switzerland is a neutral
country, home to many international
organizations, which means that practice
will constitute a large portion of studies.
I was lucky, in 2016 I became a student
in the program’s inaugural class. Our studies
started in Moscow and continued in Geneva.
I can’t believe, that it’s been four years
and we’re almost through our bachelor’s
degree program. Let me tell you, it came
up to my every expectation. It was my
dream to study law, to follow in the
footsteps of my father who is a practicing
lawyer, and I did it thanks to the wonderful
MGIMO.
In these four years, we had lectures by
the leading professors of Moscow State
Institute of International Relations,
of European and Swiss universities,
by representatives of international
organizations, banks, and partners of law
firms. We had 16 hours of French and
English per week with native-speaking
tutors, 240 hours of Legal English and
a course of Francais Juridique, as well as
an opportunity to practice and grow to feel
more at home in Geneva, one of the most
globalist, safe cities in the world with
a high quality of living.
An individual approach to every student
is a true hallmark of the program.
We attended lectures by leading
professionals at the UN Office at Geneva,
the International Labor Organization,
the World Intellectual Property
Organization, the WTO, and many other
organizations – that was immensely
valuable. We visited international
law conferences and saw first-hand
the dynamism of legal thought.
A visit to the UN was the most
memorable experience. It’s a place
where you get fully immersed into
the atmosphere of international law,
36
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Privileges and Immunities of the UN,
the Vienna Convention on the Law
of Treaties and others.
I’d say, comparative studies really
make the program stand out. Comparing
legal systems of various countries really
broadens your horizon as an international
law professional. We studied a lot
of foreign documents in comparative
studies classes. Among them were, for
example, the Swiss Civil Code, the Swiss
Code of Obligations, and many others.
Great cinema directors, which is an
optional course, is very interesting, too.
It’s a course in English, where we discuss
films that we’d watch for the course.
I loved discussing Ludwig and Mulholland
Drive. We all shared our thoughts on the
film, compared our perspectives and
impressions. That certainly provided food
for thought.
The experience that we got is unique,
we discovered the atmosphere and
the mindset of Switzerland. During our
fourth year, all students are doing their
internships, and the university helps us
looking for internship opportunities.

G

raduates who
then enroll
in master
programs in european
universities don’t need
to prep and attune
themselves to a new
environment
the UN is its epicenter, this is where they
develop international norms that impact
our lives, directly or indirectly.
Strasburg is a true cradle of European
institutions, the Council of Europe,

I got a wonderful chance to work for
two months for a law firm MCE Avocats
in Lausanne. While I was there, I jumped
at every opportunity to put to practice all
the knowledge that I got at university, to
show what I’m made of as a layer. I was
trusted with pretty important tasks,
like translating documents into French,
Russian, and English, drafting contracts.
I studied various types of organizations
in Switzerland, analyzed their structures.
Employees of the firm were always there
to help, they reviewed my work, advised
me on where I could look for some specific
bit of information or to look how this or
that legal reality is interpreted in the Swiss
law. While I was an intern, I learned to put
into practice all I knew about international
law and private international law. I came
across legal terms and norms that were
new to me, I also developed a habit
of working on my translation skills, as well
as my analytical skills to compare different
legal systems. Besides, I gathered a lot
of material for my thesis.
Our program is a kind of transition
between a Russian Bachelor’s and

a European Master’s, it gives an
advantage – we get two diplomas, Russian
and European.
I’m really grateful to the head
of International Law School, Gennady
Tolstopyatenko and to academic and
administrative staff at Swiss School for
International Relations for this unique,
diverse, and wide-ranging program.

the European Parliament and
the European Court of Human Rights
are based in this city. At the Council
of Europe, we had a discussion with
the Council’s employee and MGIMO
graduate, Artemy Karpenko, who
shared with us some really interesting
information about how the organization’s
structure about how it works.
During years three and four a lot
of classes are delivered in English –
international law, European law,
banking law, the law of international
organizations, we could solve pretty
difficult problems. With professors from
University of Geneva, we studied texts
of key international documents, e.g.
the UN Charter, the Convention on the
# 3 / 20 20 MJ
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RuSTAM TSAkHAEV

W

hen I was in the ninth
grade, I set my mind
on getting into MGIMO
since working abroad
seemed like an appealing prospect.
I did my research on the programs that
MGIMO offered at the time on its website,
and at first, I was seriously considering
the International Institute of Energy Policy
and Diplomacy with a specialization in law.
As it turned out, my father spent some
time browsing the same web page and
one day he called me and suggested I take
a better look at the dual degree program
in Geneva. As soon as I saw it, I knew
I wanted to study there.
I started my freshman year at MGIMO
in 2017, and now I’m completing my third.
One of the advantages that this program
has to offer is a very special environment for
learning. We study in small groups and that
helps to forge stronger ties. We don’t only
go to the same classes, we also spent a lot
of time together, we see each other everyday
and socialize a lot. Our relationship with
professors is special too. Thanks to this
unique environment, they are more
dedicated and less distracted because every
day there is only one group for them to work
with. This way, they are more relaxed and

focused, and these things are contagious –
students feel the same way and that drives
their performance up and they absorb every
bit of knowledge that the faculty wants to
share with them.
Language classes are my favorite. We
have professors coming from several
countries – Switzerland, France, and
the UK. They go beyond simply following
the curriculum as every one of them has
something extra to share about English and
French. What is also great is that we have
a lot of opportunities to practice foreign
languages and apply our new knowledge
outside the university's walls at a variety
of events that take place here. It's a truly
valuable experience that helped me to meet
many peers from other countries.
As for my specialization subjects, from
time to time our legal English tutor
organizes moot court sessions for us, I find
those particularly useful. That’s a great way
to get a better grasp of the common law
and the structure of a court hearing, and
practice using English legal terms.
Apart from attending classes, we visited
a number of international organizations
such as the European Court of Human
Rights, the European Parliament,
the UN, and others, where we met with
international law practitioners. Life

in Geneva has given us a chance to see
this different legal environment with our
own eyes, to learn how people in European
countries live, work, and practice law.

MAkHIR AlIEV

I really wanted to get into a dual degree
program, and when I shared this with my
father, he, through his friends, helped me
find one – MGIMO’s International Law
and Comparative Legal Studies in Geneva.
I started in 2017. I think the main advantage
of the program is modular instruction,
where professors come to us from Moscow
and give classes on their subjects for two
or three weeks. Acquiring new information
within this time period is way more
efficient that throughout a whole semester.
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Another advantage for me is language
immersion. It’s common knowledge
that you can get a good command
of a foreign language only if you live for
a while in a country, where they speak
it. In Geneva, I had constant, everyday
practice that helped me overcome
the language barrier. Another contributing
factor is incredible professionalism
of the academic staff, especially language
tutors.
My favorite subject is probably European
law, we have a lecturer from Belgium. It's
insightful to learn what local academic
circles think on certain issues and analyze
their views and opinions, that’s a way to
anticipate Europe’s reaction to certain
events.

A

strong point
of the program
is that it's
practical, you use
the knowledge you get
to avoid troubles in your
everyday life in this part
of europe
Geneva is home to many international
organizations, such as the UN, the Red Cross,
the WTO, the WHO, etc. We had a unique
chance to visit some of them. We often
attend lectures on global issues at local

universities. The most memorable one was
a lecture on fake news given by President
Alain Berset of Switzerland himself.
Another strong point of the program
is that it's practical, you use the knowledge
you get to avoid troubles in your everyday
life in this part of Europe. Here's a use
case. Once I decided to buy a membership
at a gym. They gave me a contract to sign,
and as I was reading it, I noticed some
serious inaccuracies that could be used to
attempt fraud against clients. And we have
a course called Introduction to the Swiss
Law, where we study every area of law
in this country. And – go figure – we had
just recently discussed a very similar case
in one of our classes. Needless to say, I did
not sign that contract.
# 3 / 20 20 MJ
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Interview by Igor drobyshev
Photos by Igor drobyshev
and from Gennady Gatilov's archive

GennADy GATIlOV,
MAsTer OF MulTIlATerAl
DIPlOMACy

Gennady Gatilov graduated from MGIMo in 1972 together with the current Minister of Foreign Affairs sergey
lavrov, the University's rector Anatoly torkunov and other prominent experts on international affairs. this year
they are all celebrating their 70th anniversary.
Having climbed up the career ladder in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to reach the deputy Minister's position, Mr.
Gatilov is now approaching his anniversary being the Permanent representative of the russian Federation to
the United nations office and other international organizations in Geneva.
Few people know that he has always been an Arabist. When Gennady Gatilov entered MGIMo in 1967, the ArabIsraeli conflict, known as the six-day War, had just ended. the Middle east was still in turmoil and was considered
to be an "eventful" region; that's why Arabic was in fashion. Mr. Gatilov says: "the Arab world consisted of over
twenty countries, so you had a wide choice of where to work afterward. After the exams, when we were assigned
the languages to study, I said I wanted to take up Arabic. Moreover, my elder sister was in her fourth year,
studying Arabic. she told me a lot about her studies, the professors. And I got lucky: I was assigned Arabic".
MJ: Why did you decide to choose
MGIMO?
It was a logical choice for me. My father
worked as a diplomat in China, where
in 1950 I was born and spent several
years. Then we moved to Bulgaria,
where I went to school and studied until
the fourth grade. I did go to Finland with
him, as I was in high school, preparing for
entrance exams in MGIMO.
MJ: Was it challenging to study
Arabic?
There weren't any insurmountable
difficulties. The professors were good.
Primarily, our prominent Arabist
Kharlampy Baranov, the author of the first
and, I would say, unique Arabic-Russian
dictionary. At that time, he was already an
old professor, coming to us once or twice
a week. He was an image of a classical sage
of ancient times, having a white beard,
wearing an academic cap and holding
a pointer. His lectures about the history
of Arab countries were exciting, though he
believed that we, the 17-year-olds, already
knew Arabic. He treated us as equals,
mentioning a lot of proverbs and quotes
from the Koran, which we could barely
understand.
40
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G. Gatilov is a freshman at MGIMo

MJ: Did you enter MGIMO to later
work in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs?
Yes, working in the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs was my ambition. In the fifth
year, we had a pre-graduation internship.
I was sent by the Ministry to our Embassy
in Kuwait for four months to write my
thesis on the Soviet-Kuwaiti relations.
In December 1972, being already an
employee of the Ministry, I went to
work in our Embassy in Egypt. Right

away, I started working in the consular
department, where all the young
diplomats usually gain experience. Here,
all the gaps in my knowledge became
obvious: all the visitors come to draw up
papers, which is why I had to put my nose
to the grindstone and study the language.
I had worked in Cairo for five years, with
my first year coinciding with the most
dramatic period of the Arab-Israeli war
in October 1973, when the Embassy was
# 3 / 20 20 MJ
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buzzing with activity. We went through
a lot: an evacuation, a curfew… After
I left the country, the relations between
the Soviet Union and Egypt worsened
pretty significantly. But I managed
to get a good experience of bilateral
diplomacy, which helped me better
understand the work of an embassy
in times of significant tensions, and
the mission to Cairo was considered to

was not a simple person to deal with. He
was in the habit of inviting both Soviet
and American ambassadors to maintain
a political balance. The Americans were
waiting in another room, and we knew it.
Mr. Nishonov paid particular attention to
the order of precedence. If King Hussein
invited the American Ambassador first,
he counted for how many minutes we
were waiting. When we happened to be

in the MFA Department of International
Organizations, where I developed a taste
for multilateral diplomacy. When they
offered me to return there in 1984,
I accepted with pleasure. Bilateral
diplomacy is, of course, crucial and
has its peculiarities. Some diplomats
even recognize only the bilateral
format. But I wanted to broaden my
horizons. I was attracted by negotiation
platforms, primarily the United Nations,
disarmament, and political issues,
primarily regional crises.
MJ: What's your strength as
a multilateral diplomat?
The Arab agenda. I continue to deal with
it; it was my area of expertise. Since
the very beginning, I was engaged in these
issues: my joining the Department
coincided with the Israeli aggression
against Lebanon with the UN Security
Council actively discussing this crisis
and adopting relevant resolutions. My
expertise was in demand; I was seen as an
expert in the Middle East.

be one of the biggest. At that time, my
senior colleagues said that you could later
work in any Arab country if you served
at the Embassy in Egypt.
MJ: Your later career happened to be
built around multilateral diplomacy.
Yes, but before that, I went on a mission
to Jordan. It's a fascinating country, but
working with Ambassador Rafiq Nishonov
was of equal interest and importance to
me. By the way, he was the Ambassador
to Sri-Lanka when Sergey Lavrov worked
there. Later he proudly recalled: "In my
team, I had Attaché Lavrov, who became
the Minister. I also had Gennady Gatilov,
who became the Deputy Minister. That's
what young diplomats were like in those
days!" I dealt with political issues as
well as with protocol and translation,
as Mr. Nishonov didn't know Arabic.
I accompanied him during visits to various
officials and King Hussein. His Majesty
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MJ # 3 / 2 0 2 0

s

ome diplomats
recognize only
the bilateral
format. But I was
attracted by negotiation
platforms, such as
the united nations, as
well as political issues,
primarily regional crises.
the first, he noted with great pleasure:
"You see, we are the first today! The King
was very friendly with us, laughing, joking,
and was pleased!"
MJ: Was it after that mission that you
decided to change your career path?
The thing is that between these two
missions, I had already spent three years

MJ: In 1985, perestroika started in the
uSSR. How did it influence multilateral
diplomacy?
Naturally, at first, everybody was excited
about it. We believed that glasnost and
openness would allow us to work in a new,
more creative way. However, we didn't
fully understand what this policy might
lead us to, at some point, we succeeded
in it. The leadership talked about "new
thinking," demanding that we generate
new ideas… At that moment, I was
working in the political department.
Interestingly, my colleagues were future
Permanent Representatives to Geneva
Andrey Kolosovsky, Vasily Sidorov, Alexey
Borodavkin.
MJ: So, all the Permanent
Representatives of the Russian
Federation to Geneva, including you,
in the 1980s worked in the same
room?
What's more, not only did they become
Permanent Representatives, but later
they all were Deputy Foreign Ministers

of the Russian Federation – all the people
mentioned above, me and Yuri Fedotov,
who has recently retired from his position
as the Under-Secretary-General in the UN
Office in Vienna. With time all of them
became Deputy Ministers, all the five
people.
MJ: And what about Sergey lavrov?
At first, he worked at the Department
of International Economic Relations,
dealing with the UN agenda. Later, due
to the reorganization, it was disbanded,
while the issues were transferred to our
Office of International Organizations
(later – Department). And Sergey Lavrov
was appointed as the head of the Office,
where I was the head of the political
section.
MJ: Did you meet him before that?
After you had graduated from MGIMO
in 1972?
Sometimes we came across each
other in the MFA's halls, saying hello.
But wait, he had been the Komsomol
leader in the Ministry since 1985.
We met at the Komsomol meetings,
where various workshops took place,
accompanied by substantive sessions as
well as football matches, organized by
Mr. Lavrov, barbecues, and socializing.
When appointed as the head of the Office
of International Organizations, he got
down to work with a lot of energy and
drive, trying to promote our Department
and show its importance, and he
succeeded in it. It was always easy to
work with him, because on the majority
of issues, as they say, we could finish each
other's sentences.
MJ: Was there anything interesting
in your work during the years
of perestroika?
Very often, I had to be the spearhead,
as the United Nations, and the Security
Council in particular, focuses on conflicts,
which were numerous. I helped prepare
the relevant draft resolutions, elaborating
our position on these issues, namely,
in times of severe tensions: during
the Palestinian intifada, the war with

M

ultilateral
diplomacy
is particularly
attractive because you
can communicate with
different people at one
platform for a short time
and learn a lot about
their positions.

Lebanon, the Iraqi-Iranian war, the Cyprus
issue. The political situation changed, as
did our position. With some countries, for
example, with Israel, the relations were
improving, with some Arab countries they
were worsening. I was sent on exciting
missions, primarily to New York, to the UN
General Assembly, which I visited for
the first time in 1979.
MJ: What impression about new York
did you get during this trip?
I was really impressed as I had been only
to the Arab countries before. The work
of the General Assembly, with the whole
world being in one boat, also impressed
me greatly. From my point of view,
multilateral diplomacy is particularly
attractive because you can communicate
with different people at one platform
for a short time and learn a lot about
their positions and approaches while

negotiating about possible joint actions.
Such work is vivacious and requires
expeditiousness. Being a member
of the delegation, I participated
in meetings of various bodies. I remember
sitting behind our Ambassador Oleg
Troyanovsky during one session devoted
to the Palestinian issue. They told me
to be there "just in case," but then Mr.
Troyanovsky turned to me and said: "I'll
leave for a moment, take my seat in the
meantime. When it's necessary, I'll be
back, and I'll read out our position."
The time was passing by, several
people took the floor, we were to speak
in a moment, but Troyanovsky still was
not there. What should I do? Being
the Third Secretary, I realized with horror
that I would have to read out a critical
document instead of the Ambassador.
But to my relief, Mr. Troyanovsky came
at the very last minute.
MJ: In 1992, you came to new York to
work in the Permanent Mission. It was
a pretty rough time as a great country,
the uSSR, had just collapsed. What
were your feelings?
We all were anxious and didn't understand
how this event would influence our
diplomacy. I was lucky: we had Yuli
Vorontsov as our Ambassador, who
was an excellent and very experienced
diplomat. It was good to work under his
guidance; you felt calm as he knew what
to do and how, and we helped him as
# 3 / 20 20 MJ
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work with him; we knew each other's
professional qualities. I knew and
understood his style of work. By that time,
he had already gained some diplomatic
weight. Knowing the inner workings
of the United Nations, I quickly got into
the swing of work.
His main principle at work has always
been: "Everyone should know their
maneuver." He was responsible for
the overall management and set
the strategic direction, defining our
priorities. According to my official duties,
I started dealing with not only Arab
affairs, but also other issues, including

I

MJ: Could you tell us about
the situations which you helped him
resolve?
In most cases, these were the issues
of the Middle East, and later the ones
related to the war in Iraq. I remember
once, at the General Assembly, a draft

resolution on Lebanon was to be adopted
with an amendment that didn't quite
suit us. I saw how Sergey Lavrov, without
having any instructions from Moscow (we
didn't have time to get them) responded
very calmly, constructively, quickly, and
made a decision, which turned out to be
the right one.
I remember one of our presidencies
in the Security Council. In one month,
we organized about forty consultations
on Arab-Israeli issue alone, meeting once
or even twice a day, sometimes at night,
and each time Sergey Lavrov behaved
very professionally, with us helping him.

I

much as possible. That's when I learned
to write draft telegrams on various events
for the Center. All the experience I gained
before was excellent and right. Still, I would
call it a preparatory stage in my evolution
as a diplomat. And the New York stage
became…

We managed to maintain the policy which
would coincide with Russia's interests
as much as we could. Moreover, in 1996
the new leader, Evgeny Primakov, came to
power in the Ministry.

MJ: And in 1994, Yuli Vorontsov was
replaced by Sergey lavrov.
When he came to New York, our close
cooperation renewed. It was easy to
MJ # 3 / 2 0 2 0

a.m. We were going to discuss our
everyday business, and we didn't attach
great importance to the incident. But just
half an hour later, it became clear that
the situation is of critical importance.
We were witnessing a real tragedy.
The city was closed, roads and bridges
were blocked, people were flooding

Nations began looking at all international
affairs through the lens of this tragedy,
thinking about how we can counter
terrorism together.

into the streets and going on foot
because public transport didn't work.
Naturally, in the United Nations, a state
of emergency was introduced.

He went there without suspecting
anything (though he might have had
some guesses). We were preparing for
the weekend, discussing our upcoming
football game. He called me in and
said that he wouldn't make it because
on Saturday he would have to go to
Moscow. When he returned, he packed his
things and asked me to perform the duties
of the Ambassador until May. There was
nothing extraordinary about that; I had

MJ: In March 2004, Sergey lavrov left
for Moscow to become the Minister.
What did he tell you then?

MJ: And until 1996 Mr. kozyrev served
as the Minister of Foreign Affairs
and, as they say now, he pursued
the policy which didn't contribute
to Russia's stance as a great power.
On the contrary, Mr. lavrov is a firm
believer in a strong state, who aims to
promote Russian interests.

had to use our veto
power over
the resolution which
was not acceptable for
the Cypriots. They
thanked me and were
about to list me among
Cypriot national heroes.

MJ: … the time for the top
performance?
New York requires top performance from
anyone. Working there helps a diplomat
develop their skills and talents; it would be
unwise to miss this opportunity.
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the political ones such as the reform
of the United Nations, disarmament,
budget. Here I saw how he worked, and
I should say he responds to the arising
issues very quickly and always takes
the right decisions. I saw it for myself,
having worked with him for many years.

t was easy to work
with lavrov; we knew
each other's
professional qualities.
I knew and understood
his style of work.

MJ: You were in new York
on September 11th, 2001, weren't you?
Yes, I remember that morning. We had
breakfast at the Permanent Mission on 67
Street and watched the news on TV,
but at first, we didn't realize what had
happened. We looked through the window
and saw smoke rising somewhere in the
distance. On TV they said that a light
sport aircraft crashed into the skyscraper.
The information was messy. We had
a meeting with the Ambassador at 9.15

MJ: Weren't you afraid that a third
world war was about to start?
We weren't scared, but we clearly
understood that this terrorist attack
brought an entirely new element into
the international situation. The United
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already done it many times when Sergey
left for a vacation or a business trip.
MJ: Once you were sitting at the place
of Mr. Troyanosky, but the lord
spared you. When you were acting
Ambassador instead of lavrov, did
something extraordinary happen?
Yes, it did. The situation around the Cyrpus
settlement was pretty tense with
the Westerners trying to push through

the Security Council the resolution
which supported the so-called Annan
Plan for Cyprus. It was not acceptable for
the Cypriots, and we have always been
on their side. We believe that a lasting
settlement of any crisis is impossible
without the agreement on both sides.
The Westerners just tried to use open
blackmail by putting the resolution to
a vote, believing that Russia wouldn't
veto it. And I had to use our veto power,
of course, after having some consultations
with Moscow.
MJ: How often did you use this veto
power in the un Security Council?
Very rarely, especially at that time. We
hadn't used it for a long time, aiming
to achieve a consensus. But here, as
the saying goes, diamond cuts diamond.
The situation was extraordinary, and I even
called Mr. Lavrov, who was the Minister
at that time, to get the confirmation
of the previously agreed instructions about
our next steps.
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politically motivated, aiming at making
political accusations and promoting
national agenda rather than finding
a solution. That's not how diplomacy works.
The same principles now apply to Geneva.
The Conference on Disarmament doesn't
discuss solutions to the specific issues or
elaborate agreements on disarmament.
Our partners use the platform for public
accusations of Russia. Or look at the UN
Human Rights Council. Its work is all about
MJ: And later, Mr. lavrov made you his
politically motivated actions, accusations
deputy at the Ministry, didn't he?
of the undesired regimes, adoption
Yes, returning to Moscow in April
of the relevant resolutions on human
2008, I became the Director of my dear
rights concerning specific countries. After
Department of International Organizations. that, the resolutions are referred to the UN
But I worked there only for about three
Security Council. There is only one reason
years. With the assignment of Alexander
behind that: the decisions made in Geneva
Yakovenko as Ambassador to London,
don't lead to specific actions, while the UN
I was appointed at his position as
Security Council may introduce sanctions.
the Deputy Minister. This promotion was

MJ: What did he say?
At night I managed to get in touch with
him, and he said: "You have already
received the instructions saying that we
don't support such a resolution. Act on it."
The veto triggered a strong response in the
world and the UN, but the Cypriots thanked
me and were about to list me among
Cypriot national heroes, saying "thank you
for saving us from this evil plan."

logical as this Deputy Minister supervises
the international organizations.

MJ: You were the Deputy Minister for
a very long time. How did it contribute
to your growth as a professional?
MJ: Then came hard times: the Arab
It contributed a lot. The most important
Spring, the coup in kyiv, Crimea joining thing is that I acquired a bigger picture
Russia… The relations with the West
of international issues, understood better
went from bad to worse.
the connections between individual areas
Yes, all of these events naturally affected
of international affairs, as I had to supervise
international organizations. Before, we
not only the work of the Department
saw the United Nations as a place where
of International Organizations but
you could look for mutually acceptable
also the Department for Humanitarian
consensus. Recently, on the initiative
Cooperation and Human Rights and
of some Western countries, it has turned into UNESCO, which is a very interesting area.
a platform for debate, which is very often
I can't but mention sports diplomacy which

is now playing an increasingly significant
role. I managed to participate in preparation
for the Students Games in Kazan and
the Olympic Games in Sochi.
MJ: In 2018, you were offered to
work in Geneva. That's a very logical
appointment: it's an international
platform that deals with very wellknown issues to you. What did you
learn in these two and a half years?
I started to understand the work of the UN
specialized agencies better and more
clearly. Before coming here, I didn't have
a clear picture of what, say, the World

70

is an
important
milestone.
What's the next? I will
continue working for
the good of our
Motherland as long as
there are energy and
the approval of
the country's leadership.

Intellectual Property Organization does, or
the International Telecommunication Union.
All of them are different and important
for Russia. Due to the situation around
the coronavirus, the WHO has come to
the fore.
MJ: This August, you will turn 70,
which is an important milestone.
What's the next step?
The next step is to continue working
for the good of our Motherland as long
as there are energy and the approval
of the country's leadership, together with
the Minister.
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sTOlyPIn-FOruM
AT MGIMO

In september, MGIMo hosted the 3d stolypin-Forum. the event gathers russian and foreign experts,
entrepreneurs, and leading international businessmen to discuss the new recipes and experience in how to
strengthen the immunity of the world economy and individual countries as well as industries and companies.
the topic of this year’s Forum is the Immune system of the World economy. It’s for the third time that the event
has been held at MGIMo.
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GIMO Rector
Anatoly Torkunov,
Russian Presidential
Commissioner for
the Entrepreneurs' Rights and
Head of the MGIMO Department
of Corporate Governance and Project
Management Boris Titov, Head
of the Entrepreneurship and Innovation
Development Department of Moscow
Alexey Fursin.
Rector Torkunov noted: "Business and
education are closely interconnected.
For the past 30 years, MGIMO has been
preparing experts in business, business
administration. Moreover, our businessincubator is very efficient, and many
young graduates are already actively
involved in business at the university,
launching their projects."
"Our Forum is the first entrepreneurship forum in Russia, first entrepreneurship forum after the lockdown", set
the main vector for the discussion Boris
Titov. "Coronavirus crisis primarily affected the factories, and we would like
to discuss the existing issues, and there
are a lot of them. We, the business,
didn’t self-isolate, however, the losses
are huge."
Alexey Fursin stressed that while
doctors and scientists are developing
a vaccine to save people, "we, the city,
the business, the business community,
need to develop a vaccine for the economy, a vaccine for the entrepreneurship,
a vaccine for the entrepreneurs," and
such events can become part of this
work.
The Opening Ceremony was followed by the Profession Entrepreneur
Panel Discussion, in which participated Vitaliy Tarasov, Director
General of JSC Delovaya Sreda, Alexey
Fursin, Yelena Dybova, Vice President
of the Chamber of Commerce and
Industry of the Russian Federation,
Ivan Moruchkov, entrepreneur, author
of the program "Academy of School
Entrepreneurship" and Aidar Bulatov,
Founder of the Foundation for
Business Support and Development –
Entrepreneurship Factory.
50
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A. Torkunov: "Business
and education are
closely interconnected.
For the past 30 years,
MGIMO has been
preparing experts
in business, business
administration"
The second half of the day was marked
by the Globalization VS Localization
Special Session (Politics as a concentrated reflection of COVID-19), during
which officials and experts from Europe
and Asia told about their views regarding
future trends in economic policy.
The session was moderated by
the Rector of MGIMO Anatoly Torkunov.
Among the speakers of the event were
Boris Titov, Presidential Commissioner
for the Entrepreneurs’ Rights, Alexey
Gruzdev, Deputy Minister of Economic
Development of the Russian Federation,
Ambassadors of Italy, Sweden, Portugal,
Great Britain, and others.
Pasquale Terracciano, Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
# 3 / 20 20 MJ
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of the Italian Republic, told about how
Italy, the first country in Europe that
faced the pandemic, dealt with this
threat, which resources were used to
restore the economy and whether the efforts were fruitful. The issues of digital
development and green economy should
be treated comprehensively and simultaneously, noted Deborah Bronnert,
British Ambassador. She focused on the
transition of Great Britain to renewable
energy and digitization of the economy.
Alexey Gruzdev talked about the state
priorities of transitioning to the green

various industries in Portugal would
recover, namely, the tourist industry.
Matthias Schepp, Chairman of the Board
of the Russian-German Chamber
of Commerce, and Umetsu Tetsuya, Head
of Japan External Trade Organization
(JETRO), also shared their views.

"O

ur Forum
is the first
entrepreneurship forum in
russia, first
entrepreneurship
forum after the
lockdown", set the
main vector for the
discussion Boris Titov.

economy and the supporting measures
which already exist or are planned to
ensure green modernization of factories.
Malena Mard, Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the Kingdom
of Sweden, told the participants
of the session how the coronavirus affected the Swedish economy and what
way will Swedish society and business
choose after the pandemic. Paulo Vizeu
Pinheiro, Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of Portugal, dwell on how
52

MJ # 3 / 2 0 2 0

# 3 / 20 20 MJ

53

dIAloGUes

discuss the role of the state in the economy and the need to pursue a protectionist
policy. The speakers counted the economic losses, considered when protectionism
is good and how businesses can survive
in the current context.
The participants of the discussion were Yuri Borisov, Deputy Prime
Minister of the Russian Federation;
Oleg Deripaska, Founder of RUSAL
Group of Companies and Founder
of the “Volnoe Delo” Foundation; Boris
Titov, Presidential Commissioner for
the Entrepreneurs’ Rights; Vladimir
Efimov, Deputy Mayor for Economic
Policy and Property and Land Relations,
Moscow City Government; Andrey

Klepach, Chief Economist of the State
Development Corporation VEB.
RF; Vladimir Gruzdev, Chairman
of the Board of the Association
of Lawyers of the Russian Federation.
Among the speakers who joined the session virtually were Ceyla Pazarbasioglu,
the World Bank Group’s Vice President
for Equitable Growth, Finance and
Institutions; Alexander Plekhanov,
Director for Transition Impact and
Global Economics at the EBRD Office
of the Chief Economist; Arnaud Le
Foll, Total Country Chair Russia and
General Director; Rodolfo Lacy Tamayo,

t

he speakers
counted
the economic
losses, considered when
protectionism is good
and how businesses can
survive in the current
context.

At the plenary discussion of the first
day, the Immune System of the World
Economy, government officials, businessmen, and expert community gathered to

Director of the Environment Directorate
at the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development OECD.
The agenda also covered the issues
of priority sectors and their contribution
to the economy of Russia, business supporting measures in Russia and other
countries as well as their efficiency.
During the discussion, the experts tried
to understand which economies suffered
most from the pandemic and why and
if there are some scenarios and general recipes for the economic recovery
of countries that are at different levels
of development.
54
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Photo by Igor drobyshev

THe TrIAnOn’s
On’s Bell

on February 3, French startups gathered in the Italian courtyard of the Pushkin Museum,
surrounded by the finest pieces of French art displayed in Moscow. they were preparing
to pitch their ideas to major russian companies.
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he Trianon Startup initiative
is held as part of the Trianon
Dialogue, a French-Russian
forum, and it is a brainchild
of Euryale Chatelard, the Dialogue’s
Coordination Council member. A similar
event was held in Versailles in the spring
of 2019. With the court paintings on the
walls around them, Russian entrepreneurs
sat opposite representatives of such giants
as Total, French Railways, and others,
pitching their ideas.
The Moscow Trianon Startup session
was opened by Marina Loshak, Director
of the Pushkin Museum. “Our museum
is part of a unique platform, called
the Trianon Dialogue,” she said. “Its
mission is to unite us through what we
have in common as humans, not to divide
us. That’s why we thought today’s event
shouldn’t take place in some office-like

arina loshak,
“Our museum
is a part
of a unique platform,
called the Trianon
dialogue. Its mission is to
unite us through what
we have in common as
humans, not to divide
us.”

space with white walls and nice desks,
but in an environment where inspiration
is more important than furniture. I hope
that during this busy day, you will have
some time to look around or to tour
the exhibition of Thomas Gainsborough
that we’re doing with fifteen British
museums.”
Russia’s Deputy Foreign Minister
Alexander Grushko called the Trianon
Dialogue “a robust young initiative,
that, in two years of its existence, gave

were “the salt of the land.”
France’s new ambassador to Russia,
Pierre Lévy, started his speech in Russian,
“I will always remember my first Sunday
in Moscow when I visited your museum.
I was fascinated by your rich collection and
felt truly welcomed by your staff. There
are places where you can’t help feeling
a flow of creative energy. The Pushkin
Museum is indeed one of such places, you
can feel positive vibrations here.” Pierre
Lévy wished young startups “creativity,

MJ # 3 / 2 0 2 0

a platform to business communities that
are rarely represented in other dialogues.”
He voiced his disagreement with the belief
that big companies are not part of the civil
society, echoing the words of Russian
prime minister Piotr Stolypin who said
back in the 20th century that entrepreneurs

M
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EuRYAlE CHATElARD

General manager, Opal Agency
I began founding startups in 2008
when I still worked at Societe Generale’s
office in Beijing. It was around that time
that e-commerce took off in China,
and a lot of French companies entered
the country’s market. They had trouble
launching their websites because
they didn’t know much about local
market realities. My friends and I had
the necessary experience and offered our
services to those companies. We opened
our first office in Beijing, then we opened
in Shanghai, and later – in Moscow.
Having been through every stage
of a startup's development (founding,
scaling, finding partners, and exiting),
I thought that my knowledge and
expertise could contribute to the Trianon
Dialogue, a forum for civil societies, where
I could speak for entrepreneurs.
By the way, it was Emmanuel Marcon
who nominated me to take up this role.
When I was an ambassador of French
Tech, Emmanuel Macron, Minister
of Economy and Finance at the time, came
to inaugurate the organization’s Moscow
hub. This combination of my capacities
as a French Tech’s ambassador and an
expert on startups opened the door for me
60
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c

atherine Pégard,
President
of the Palace
of Versailles approached
me and said, “I’d love
Versailles to host
the meeting of russian
startups and French
corporations.”
to the Trianon Dialogue’s Coordination
Council.
The idea of building a dialog between
startups and major businesses of our
countries came up at the very first meeting
of the French members of the Trianon. It
was welcomed by all council members, but
especially by Catherine Pégard, President
of the Palace of Versailles. She approached
me and said, “I’d love Versailles to host
the meeting of Russian startups and
French corporations.” That’s how our
project found its perfect venue. So, what
this idea was all about? When you found
a startup, the hardest thing is to reach
out to bigger businesses, who can support
you. And I had figured a while ago that as
soon as you sign a contract with one big

company, others will follow. I know that
from personal experience, too. We had our
first big contract with Utkonos, a chain
retailer, established by Severstal in 2011.
Now we have several partners.
If your objective is to enter a foreign
market, say, French, your task gets even
trickier. A meeting of Russian startups and
French corporations in Versailles can be
just the solution. Many ask about a bell
that we used at the startup-corporations
meeting. Not my invention. And neither
is the speed matching format, which
is a twenty-minute pitch session. I took
part in speed matching events back
in China, and I realized how effective this
format was. When I came to Moscow,
I decided to use it in the Russian business
environment. We called our sessions
"Working Together" and held two events
at the French Embassy.
So, when we settled on having speed
matching at the Trianon, I knew everything
was going to be good, because apart from
being useful to civil societies, it is also
a platform where people from the two
countries can talk, and that’s the whole
idea of a dialog.
It’s clear that the better matches you
find for everyone the more productive
the event is. That is why, upon registration,
in good time, we ask every startup about
who they want to meet. That is how we
can prioritize matches for them, came up
with an order in which they will meet with
big companies. The event works like an
algorithm –participants are paired according
to a schedule prepared beforehand, they
talk, a bell rings – and it's time for them to
change tables and their vis-à-vis.
Some startup founders think twenty
minutes is not enough. First, I firmly
believe that if you can’t do a ten-minute
pitch for your business, you don’t know
your business. Second, how much time
should it be? Thirty minutes? It’s too much.
Hence, inefficient. Finally, that is the first,
introductory meeting. If a big company
is uninterested in your startup you won’t
get a second meeting anyway. But if you
strike a chord, you will be invited to a more
substantive discussion at the company’s
office.

We had two speed matching sessions –
in Versailles in spring last year, and
at the Pushkin Museum in February
this year. What are the results? It will
take time to analyze them. It's still
too early to speak about the meeting
at the Pushkin Museum. Normally, we
send questionnaires to fill in right after
the event, then a month, three months,
and six months after. Now we can only
speak about the Versailles meeting. More
than a half of Russian startups filled
in the questionnaires, I think, and they
say they have at least one, three, or five
potential contracts, which is a lot for
a one-day event, so it was pretty effective.
In total, there were 10-15 contracts
signed with French corporations, four –
with just one French group, and one
company was set up in France.
As for what startups brought to
the meeting in Versailles, there were
a lot of Artificial Intelligence solutions
because Russian business is really
exploring that particular niche.
For the meeting at the Pushkin
Museum, we decided on the climate
and the environment as our core theme,
because this is the theme of the Trianon
Dialogue this year. We thought it would
be nice if we could reflect that. And
we did have seven or eight green tech
startups. There were many industrial
startups – some offered solutions for, say,
optimizing and improving power grids
performance or IoT (Internet of things)
projects.
What surprised me the most at our
event in Russia? I may be wrong, but
it seemed Russian corporations were
somewhat startled by the way we
swapped tables. Some wondered, "We
are a big company, why are we the ones
going from table to table? We are hiring
here. Startups should be lining up to talk
to us". Entrepreneurs, on the other hand,
said, "We sell ideas, and corporations are
looking to buy them, let them come to us,
we’ll meet them ‘at the counter’”.
On a serious note, that day all
of them were on the same page about
the importance of being on equal footing
when it comes to cooperation.

dynamism, and new disruptive ideas
for our future world,” and then went
on to say, “I believe that what young
generations can give us in the digital
age is the spirit of creativity. And let me
reassure you that I personally, and all
employees of the French Embassy, will
be at your service to help you strengthen
the ties you already have and to establish
new ones for the benefit of all of us.”
Ambassador Lévy recalled that
at the Moscow meeting of the FrancoRussian Council for Economic, Financial,
Industrial and Commercial Cooperation
(CEFIC), France’s Minister of Economy
Bruno Le Maire “stressed the importance
of cooperation in the area of AI. It is only
fitting that French Tech, a hub operating
in Moscow, promotes French know-hows
together with Russian colleagues.”

In his remarks, Ambassador Pierre
Morel, co-chairman of the Trianon
Dialogue, elaborated on the Dialogue’s
main theme of the year, which
is the environment. “It is crucial
to underline that Russia and other
European countries are committed to
addressing climate change and other

environmental issues. This commitment
is reflected in the agenda of today’s
meeting between Russian businesses and
French startups. It is important to turn
words into action, and that is what we’re
going to work on together.” Pierre Morel
recalled that last year Russian startups
pitched in a room in Versailles with

A

lexander
Grushko, “In the
early 20th century,
russian prime minister
Piotr stolypin said,
‘entrepreneurs are
the salt of the land.’”

a painting depicting a crusade, a medieval
military campaign. The initiative to
bring together big businesses and
startups is a campaign too, young
professionals’ campaign of cooperation.
“It’s your turn now,” said Ambassador
to the entrepreneurs, “we hope you will
succeed in your endeavor.”
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Speaking on behalf of Russia’s business
community, Presidential Commissioner
for Entrepreneurs’ Rights Boris Titov
noted, joining other speakers, that a big
Russian museum with its atmosphere
is not an obvious and, it may seem at first,
not the most fitting choice for such an
event. “But that is a very meaningful
choice because a combination of rare

art and business is perfect to stimulate
creativity in innovations… I’m sure
this day will be busy and eventful since
the main reason why you came here is to
offer your solutions, raise funds, and
invest in cutting-edge technologies – and
you’ll make it. I’d like to give kudos to
the Trianon Dialogue and MGIMO that
engages with entrepreneurs more and

“There’s so much you want to say about your
product,” regretfully admitted Samir Belasri,
Senior Business Developer at Sterblue, “but
the client needs time to ask some questions,
too. And then, I need time to answer those
questions. Honestly, it’s pretty hard to

a similar answer, “We’ll talk about it once
we’re back in our office.”
For Samir’s company, it is very important
that this discussion results in a “yes.”
“We’ve never worked in the railways
sector before. We have 25 clients in 15

plants, regular power plant, grids), and
data collection with the help of drones.
The artificial intelligence element is key
here since Russia is particularly focused
on such technologies and earmarks
gargantuan sums for research in this field.

B

oris Titov,
“The main reason
why you came
here is to offer your
ideas, raise funds and
invest in cutting-edge
technologies – you’ll
make it.”
more.” CEO Andrey Pankov spoke on behalf
of ADV Group, whose President, Dmitry
Korobkov, is a member of the Trianon
Dialogue’s Coordination Council. Andrey
Pankov extended President Korobkov’s
warmest wishes to the startups, and said
that ADV was virtually the first startup
of the Dialogue, and designed its digital
platform with several French partners.
And then, a bell rang to announce
the start of the matching session, and
everyone headed for tables in exhibition
rooms that acted as a pitching area for
the next two hours. Each startup had 20
minutes to pitch – from bell to bell. For
some, it was just the right amount of time,
while others couldn’t keep within the limit.
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understand what a client thinks in twenty
minutes.”
Arnaud Peltier, CEO of Win-Ms, who
met with Russian Railways, had a better
experience, “We offer comprehensive
solutions for railway cables monitoring.
In France, we work with French Railways,
and here we saw right away that Russian
Railways was interested. Our technology
is a perfect fit for countries as big as yours.”
Russian Railways’ CIO Evgeny Charkin,
who talked with Arnaud Peltier, confirmed
that the French offered a good monitoring
system, but was more cautious about
prospects for future cooperation, “We’re are
at the discussion stage right now.” When
asked about Samir Belasri’s project, he gave

T

he bell in Euryale
Chatelard’s hand
rang in G-sharp,
signaling the start
of a pitching session.

countries, but they are no match to Russian
Railways, a company so big it even has
a startup accelerator. If we are lucky to get
onboard, they can help us to develop our
product and apply it in an industry that
is new for us.” The company offers an AIbased software solution for monitoring,
abnormalities detection (at nuclear power

And the French know that.
Loic Gonnet, VP for Global Sales
at Cosmotech, pitched a technology that
helps to promptly restart a refinery to
a lovely lady from Rosneft. Loic obviously
tried to use his charms on the lady – with
energetic hand movements and expressive
looks, which, indeed, made their discussion
different from others. Apparently, Loic
poured most of the energy he had into that
conversation, and he was more focused and
reserved with other companies.
The bell in Euryale Chatelard’s hand rang
in G-sharp a couple more times before
the business part ended, but the dialog
continued a few hours later at an informal
reception.
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NALuTuESHA,
OR A wOMAN wHO
bRINGS RAIN

interview by sergey Konovalov
Photos by Michel rubinel,
from the archive of lyubov stupakova-Wildenstein
location: the rodin Museum park in Paris

When lyubov stupakova-Wildenstein (international law,
1995) is asked whether she received what she expected from
MgiMo, she says: "i've received something that i didn't expect,
it exceeded all of my expectations! international relations have
become part of my life; they are part of my social, cultural,
philanthropic, and even family life."
she got her family name Wildenstein from her husband alec,
an art dealer, an art historian from a family of well-known art
collectors. suﬃce it to say, in 1918, the Wildensteins discovered
Picasso as an artist and even rented an apartment for him in Paris.
in 2008 alec died from a severe illness. since then, lyubov
has devoted to his memory all of her achievements, which are
numerous, in particular, in art. lyubov has become a sculptor;
her works can be found in private collections in russia, the usa,
France, great Britain. Her sculpture was chosen for the celebration
of the 260th anniversary of the russian academy of arts in Moscow
and the 70th anniversary of its art workshops. "i would like to arrange
an exhibition of sculptures devoted to the memory of alec," lyubov
shares her plans.
Lyubov's life has been connected with art
since childhood. At school, she collected
stamps with the art masterpieces, often
visited lectures at the Pushkin Museum,
jumping the queue to the most exciting
exhibitions as one of her grandmothers
worked there as an attendant.
Lyubov studied at a special French
school which she graduated with honors.
She came first in school competitions
on literature and physics. She was equally
keen on sports; she did figure skating. Her
coach was the world's champion Vladimir
Kovalev. "I didn't like to be late for classes
or workouts. When an opportunity
arose to study at the school closer to
the Dinamo stadium (where I had my
workouts), my parents seized it right
away. In case I couldn't make it on time –
the rules were strict, and I wouldn't be
allowed to join the class – my parents
made a deal with a school staff, who would
drag me through the window on the
64
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ground floor with my backpack and ice
skates".
The school Lyubov got enrolled in was
a French one, and it predetermined her
destiny. The girl fell in love with the French
language. "In our classroom, there was
a picture of a mysterious castle in the
Loire Valley. I was dreaming, wanting to
know what life is like there. Then, I started
reading Hugo and Balzac in French, and
desperately wanted to go to France."
When Lyubov turned 15, she took part
in the essay competition on "Liberty and
equality mean…". It was organized in the
Soviet schools. Lyubov was among the 15
students who went to France to celebrate
the French Revolution's 200th anniversary.
"The French Federation of the Parents'
School Councils invited Soviet and
American students in Paris, who wrote
the best essays about whether liberty and
equality have already been achieved or you
need to fight for them every minute. We

were very warmly welcomed, they showed
us the country, and I saw the Azay-leRideau Palace – the one I'd been admiring
for ten years at school. So, I can definitely
say that dreams come true!"
Very soon, Lyubov realized that she
would like to choose international
relations and diplomacy as her future
career. In 1990, she entered the School
of International Law. Why did she go for
international law? By that time, Lyubov
was keenly interested in human rights,
the idea of equity.
***
The studies in MGIMO were intense. "At
the public law program, I was surrounded
by smart, ambitious, and very prepared
peers. The assignments were huge: I had
to thoroughly examine tens of textbooks,
spending the whole day at the MGIMO
library. At the same time, I managed to
play tennis."
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Once they announced on the radio
the French College opening at the MSU,
and Lyubov heard that the best professors
of political and social sciences from
the Sorbonne were invited with Marek
Halter, a French writer and a public
person, becoming its president. Lyubov
entered this College, though she has
always considered it as an addition to her
MGIMO degree. In 1994, she graduated
from the College and became a specialist
in the French language and country
studies, having defended the thesis
on the following topic: "From the human
right violations under communism to
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"i

n our classroom,
there was a picture
of a mysterious
castle in the Loire Valley.
I was dreaming, wanting
to know what life is like
there. Then, I started
reading Hugo and balzac
in french, and
desperately wanted to go
to france."

human rights violations under ultraliberalism" (her supervisor was a famous
historian Hélène Carrère d'Encausse. One
of the brightest memories is connected
with the visit of Jacques Chirac to the MSU
in 1993. Remembering her from their
meeting in Paris (he was the city mayor
at that time), Mr. Chirac gladly chatted
with Lyubov.
Meanwhile, in 1994, Lyubov learned
from her friends and acquaintances that
Strasbourg would host the René Cassin
European Human Rights Competition
in the Palace of Europe. She gathered
a team of MGIMO law students who
went there. So, Russia took part in this
competition for the first time, with Lyubov
helping her teammates get an internship
in France. She was offered a training
in the political department of the Council
of Europe.
In general, Lyubov had a lot
of internships during her studies. In 1992,
she was an intern and participated in the
work of the 1st International Summer
University for Training Instructors
on Human Rights and Democratic Civil
Society, organized by the Versailles
University under the supervision
of Marc Agie, Doctor of Humanities,
writer, member of the French National
Consultative Commission on Human
Rights.
In 1993, she became the winner
and the grant-holder of the 1st
competition of Young Women in Public
Affairs, organized in Russia by Zonta
International Foundation, a leading
global organization aiming to improve
the professional, political and economic
position of women in the world. Lyubov
is one of the founding members of Zonta
Golden Club for young women of Zonta
International in Moscow. The Club
took under its patronage an orphanage
in Moscow. Later, when Lyubov moved to
France, she maintained warm relations
with Zonta's women-members in Paris,
and when she got the necessary funding,
she equipped that orphanage with
computers.
In the College, she developed an
interest in the new for Russia topic

"i

believed that
haute couture
houses do art,
which I have always
admired since my
childhood impressed by
paintings in the Pushkin
Museum.”

of franchising, writing articles that were
published in France. Her MGIMO thesis
focused on a comparative legal study
of franchising in both countries. She also
defended a thesis entitled "Franchising
in Russia: Theory, Practice, and
Prospects."
Lyubov's academic activities caught
the attention of a well-known Sorbonne
Professor Christian Gavalda, who invited
her to do a Ph.D. She agreed and used her
scholarship received in the College. "I was
studying at the Sorbonne while preparing
for the state exams in MGIMO. When
I came to Moscow, I passed all of them and
defended my graduation thesis with flying
colors."
After graduating from MGIMO, Lyubov
returned to Paris to continue doing her
Ph.D. Later, she successfully defended
a thesis on franchising. "But I had
always associated my future with Russia.
I planned to study abroad and then
come back and find an interesting job
in Moscow, " she says.
But life had other plans. Being a student
in Moscow and Sorbonne, Lyubov was
receiving offers from fashion designers
to work as a model, but she was rejecting
them ("I was very busy studying").
However, when Louis Féraud's fashion
house contacted her, she finally
agreed. "I believed that the most
interesting haute couture houses
do art, which I have always admired
since my childhood impressed by
paintings in the Pushkin Museum.
I considered my work in fashion as
the continuation of my passion for
art, my aspiration for creative selffulfillment, as I was cooperating
with such famous fashion houses
as Yves Saint-Laurent, Louis
Féraud, Chanel, Dior, Cartier.
I liked how designers worked
in the studio, creating a dress
as a masterpiece, being an
artist: first, an idea emerged,
which was put on paper,
finding the right proportions,
materials, and colors. During
the photoshoots, I was
especially interested in how
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fly an airplane and a helicopter. He could
tell real things from fakes in all areas.
He had a great sense of humor. He won
in a dance competition in Harlem and
in a competition on cutting crabs. He was
a very brave person. He wasn't afraid to
fight one on one with a wild predator in an
African savanna. I never got bored with
him. I married Alec because he truly loved
me."

"a
photos were made: how lights were
arranged, how a composition was created."
***
The fashion world was also a means
of international communication, which
Lyubov always aspired to. Once, Ford
Models agency director, with whom
she cooperated, invited her to dinner to
celebrate his wife's birthday. That's where
Lyubov's future husband saw her for
the first time.
"After the next show in London,
I suddenly received a huge bouquet
of orchids. I was told Alec Wildenstein
sent it. Later, I noticed that at each
show I took part in, he sat on the floor,
together with journalists (Alec made
himself a press card). As he was keen
on photography, he always took pictures
to later give them out to fashion designers
and models."
Lyubov appeared on the cover of an Air
France in-flight magazine, which Alec
saw traveling from New York to Paris.
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T

he magazine’s
posters with
Lyubov’s photos
were everywhere
in Paris. what did Alec
do? He begged
the editors for a poster
to put it in his family
palace later. "This is my
love!", he told his friends
Letting the flight attendant into his
secret, he collected all of the magazines
from the cabin and brought them to
Lyubov. This story happened again when
Avantages fashion magazine published
a pictorial with Lyubov in a desert
in Tunisia. The posters with these photos
were everywhere in Paris. What did Alec
do? He went to the editors' office and
begged for a poster to put it in his family

palace later. "This is my love!" he told his
friends. "I want to marry her and move to
Paris," he said to his father.
"He proposed to me during our third
meeting. Alec brought me to the palace,
dropped on one knee, and told me that
he would be happy if I agreed to take
his family name. I thanked him, but
rejected, as I didn't have much time
because of studies and work". After that,
he traveled to all the places where Lyubov
had fashion shows. He sent her poems
and letters by fax. "Just imagine, reels
of poems! Alec turned out to be a very
romantic person, but most importantly,
a hunter, and he achieved his aim when
a couple of months later, I said "yes."
More than 20 years have passed since
then. Recalling what attracted her, as
a young student, in him, a mature man,
Lyubov answers without a moment
of hesitation: "His kindness, his heart.
Simplicity and modesty. Profound respect
towards me and others. Alec had lots
of talents: he was a good pilot: he could

lec was
christened,
and we went
to Moscow to get
married at the Epiphany
Cathedral. Then we
went to Africa, dressed
as the Maasai and had
a party, with Alec being
called the Tribal Leader
and me being called
Nalutuesha, which
means a woman who
brings Rain in their
tongue."

But that came later. At first, Lyubov didn't
know much about him. "I didn't have a clue
that he was an expert not only in art, but
also in horse-breeding: he raised horses,
and bred them so that they would become
champions. The Wildenstein family
is known for two things: art collecting and
their passion for horses. The Wildenstein
stables took all the prizes in the world
in three disciplines: flat racing, jump
racing and harness racing, including
the tournament in Ascot, where Elizabeth,
the Queen Mother, herself bestowed
a prestigious trophy on my father-in-law
Daniel Wildenstein in 1976. In 2005 this
trophy was given to Alec by her daughter,
Elizabeth II."
What truly united Lyubov and Alec was
the love for art. "During our first date, Alec
was impressed by my knowledge in the

art. I told him about the lectures in the
Pushkin museum, about my interest in the
convergence of different types of art:
music, sculpture, painting. We talked
about the Russian wives of famous artists:
Dali's spouse was Gala, Picasso was
married to Khokhlova."
Alec also had something to surprise
Lyubov with. "He told me that he wanted
to convert from Judaism to Orthodox
Christianity. He said that once he
found himself in the Russian Church
on rue Daru, where a funeral service
was performed for a Russian aristocrat.
It seemed so beautiful to him: priests,
candles, icons, flowers. He came back
home and told his father that he wanted
his funerals to be as beautiful."

They had a civil ceremony at the mayor's
office in the XVIth arrondissement
in Paris. Alec was christened, and
they went to Moscow to get married
at the Epiphany Cathedral.
Alec went to church with Lyubov and
became a significant donor of the Russian
Orthodox Church in France. The spouses
were very happy to see Patriarch Alexy
II come to Paris and welcomed a historic
decision to build a new Orthodox
church on the banks of the Seine.
They especially helped Reverend
Innokenty (also a MGIMO graduate),
who was at that time the Metropolitan
of the Eparchy of Chersonesus (now
he is the Metropolitan of the Eparchy
of Vilnius and Lithuania).

Photo: Paris Match
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"Alec liked everything Russian: he wore
Russian shirts, found Russian clients, helped
the Russian government organize the first
horse-race for the prize of the Russian
President in 2004 when Moscow
Hippodrome celebrated its 170th anniversary
(previously such a large horse-race was held
under tzar Nicholas II, in 1916). By the way,
there was also an informal CIS leaders
summit on the sidelines of this event.
Alec contributed a lot to
the development of horse-breeding and
horse-races in Russia, as many cities
started building new racecourses or
restoring old ones.
Finally, we became friends with
the Moscow Zoo. We offered it two
giraffes, who were brought by plane
from Florida. To show his appreciation,
Vladimir Spitsyn, Director of the Zoo,
offered us a Russian bear Potap, who
later lived on the rancho in Kenia, where
Alec did a lot to save the wild nature and
animals. African students came to look
at it."
***
Alec died from cancer in 2008 and was
buried in accordance with the Orthodox
ritual on the Montparnasse cemetery.
During ten years of marriage, five
of which Lyubov spent looking after her
sick husband, she participated in many
charitable acts thanks to him. In Africa,
they provided support for schools, where
they equipped modern classrooms,
established scholarships, created schools
for teaching crafts, built dormitories for
students. One of Lyubov's students won
in the international art competition,
organized by the UN World Food
Programme. They helped Maasai tribes
and even held another wedding by their
traditions. "Alec had lived in Africa for
a long time, it became part of my life as
well, that's why we dressed as the Maasai,
putting on the clothes offered by
the students' parents. And they organized
a true party for us, with Alec being called
the Tribal Leader and me being called
Nalutuesha, which means a Woman who
Brings Rain in their tongue. I wasn't given
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this name by chance. When a drought
begins in Africa, it's a disaster. To help
the locals somehow, we invited the bishop
of the Greek Orthodox Church Rev.
Makarii. And after the service it rained!
Since then, the Maasai tribes have given
me this very respected name."
But most of all, Lyubov is grateful to Alec
for what he had taught her in art. Someone
said the following about him: "Finally, Alec
has found a girl, who is ready to spend
five hours with him, looking at paintings
at the museum." From dawn to sunset,
they met with artists (including Russian
ones), gallerists, art collectors, museum
directors, and art experts. Following
the advice of fashion historian Alexander
Vasiliev, she took up painting. And then, to
her surprise, she grew keen on sculpture.
"I watched the artists and sculptors work
when I posed for Tatiana Nazarenko and
Mikhail Solomatin in Moscow. I liked their
technique, how they used brushes, colors,
and chisels. I switched from painting
to sculpture during the workshops
of Vladimir Tsigal in the Academy of Arts,
when he asked me to join his workshop.
At that time, my husband became ill, and
I found a certain consolation in art, that
absorbed me. Moreover, when you suffer,
your works reflect the work of your soul."
Lyubov uses bronze for her work,
casting animal figurines. "It takes time to
find your style. I think that in sculpture
you shouldn't just copy the form. It's
important that animals seem alive
and that you could feel the ambiance:
trampled grass and bushes. My first
sculpture was a giraffe. I made it from
nature in Kenya. It was going around
me, looking at my work with curiosity.
It seems that I have managed to catch
the vibe: the public liked the sculpture,
which was exhibited in the Sladmore
Gallery, the best gallery in London for
bronze sculptures. An American art
collector bought it."
But Lyubov understands that she
is at the very beginning of her journey.
"Reaching creative heights might take
the whole life. As Anna Golubkina said
(she was also the student of the great
Rodin, as was Vera Mukhina), after

“i

try to live in hope
and joy, because
I know, as
the New Testament
goes, "He is not the God
of the dead, but
of the living, for to him
all are alive."
the first success, you would have a decade
of trials and errors, and only after that
things would be good. You shouldn't forget
the words of Salvador Dali: «Have no fear
of perfection – you'll never reach it.»
Lyubov Stupakova-Wildenstein is also
interested in spiritual art and literature.
"Only when I came to church and God did
my life become meaningful," she says.
Lyubov often recalls her years in MGIMO,

feeling thankful to her teachers.
"The institute gave me friends that
I cherish. I keep in touch with graduates
in France and other countries, we are
all united by the MGIMO spirit. Though
we all work in different areas, we find
common ground very easily."
The degree in international relations
helps her implement projects involving
both Russia, France and other countries,
putting into practice the ideas connected
with the spiritual life and art, for example,
by cooperating with the Trianon dialog
between Russia and France.
Thanks to the acquired knowledge and
experience that Lyubov got from her
husband, she deals with art consulting.
She says: "Keeping the memory about
him, I try to live in hope and joy, because
I know, as the New Testament goes,
"He is not the God of the dead, but
of the living, for to him all are alive."
# 3 / 20 20 MJ

71

HisTory

The Glow of Victory
This year is the 75th anniversary of our victory in the great Patriotic War. MgiMo, which
was founded in 1944, is similarly old. The glow of victory has always shined on our
university. We honor the names of veterans who studied at MgiMo and defeated
Nazi germany during the war. and we remember that at different times, the children
and grandchildren of the victorious Marshals Zhukov, rokossovsky, Vasilevsky,
Bagramyan and other leaders during the war studied at MgiMo. life has
spread them out over places and time, but thanks to the efforts of ariadna
rokossovskaya, a graduate of MgiMo’s school of international Journalism and
a great-granddaughter of Konstantin rokossovsky, we can honor the memory
of these heroes of the war.
MJ publishes excerpts from the book “The Morning after the War”, which is composed
of interviews with their descendants.

MARSHAL zHuKOV

Era and Ella Zhukova, daughters of Marshal G.K. Zhukov of the Soviet Union, share their
memories of their father.

E

ra Zhukova is the elder daughter of Georgy Zhukov
and his first wife Alexandra. She is a graduate
of MGIMO’s International Law School and
a candidate of legal sciences. For more than 40
years, she has worked in the Institute of State and Law
of the Russian Academy of Sciences. Ella, the younger
daughter of Marshal Zhukov and his ﬁrst wife, as well
as an MGIMO graduate, dedicated her life to journalism.
She passed away several years ago.
According to stories about Marshal Zhukov, he was a stern
soldier. But what was he like at home?
Ella Zhukova: We had in our family, if you will, a cult of our
father. Mother loved him so much that she dedicated her whole
life to him. We also tried to make him happy.
Era Zhukova: In general, he was a stern enough person, but for
us he was our father before anything else, who loved us very much
and whom we loved very much. For as long as I can remember, he
acted tenderly towards us, and he never punished us or raised his
voice. One look from him was enough.
Ella: He was a good father. He gave us everything he could
at the time – school, tutors and music. He had been deprived of all
of this, and he spent his whole life learning. He had had a very
difficult childhood, and we grew up in very different circumstances.
He wanted us to go into science, to be decent and honest people.
Our father was an example for us in everything. If we had listened
to him more, we would have made far fewer mistakes in life.
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How did the war start for you?
Era: We were at our dacha in Arkhangelskoye when the war
started as a result of the attack by Nazi Germany against the USSR
on 22 June 1941. This dacha was a benefit of his position as Chief
of the General Staff. I was planning to go to the theater, as I had
tickets to an operetta. Suddenly, everything came crashing down
in no time. Dad called at dawn and said that the war had started.
He told us not to wait for him.
Ella: It must be said that we were a family of a military man.
Our dad always tried to take us with him, and for us the war had
started in Mongolia in 1939, when he led the counterattack against
the Japanese aggressors.
The wartime atmosphere was no surprise for me. I had grown
accustomed to military uniform during my early years, and
discussions of military topics were constant in our home.
Did you evacuate?
Era: Oh, the evacuation was a different story. We were used to
always being near Dad, and when he told us that we needed to
prepare to evacuate, we tried to persuade him to allow us to stay
in Moscow! We assured him that we would be safe, and we even
promised that we would make an air shelter from the root cellar. But
father was uncompromising. He needed to send us to a safe place
so that he didn’t worry about us. He was always worried about our
family, saying, “It’s important to me that the home front is okay.”
Did he write letters from the front?
Yes, he wrote letters, just notes in blue or red pencil, which he
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also used to track the progress of military actions. He tried to
keep us optimistic and cheer us up about the surety of the future
victory.
I kept this letter to Mom, for example:
“Hello, my dear! I received your letter and gifts. You write concerning
a visit, and I would very much want to see you and the guys. You see
though, this unhappiness with Vatutin (a general and commander
of the First Ukrainian Front – MJ). He lost his leg (to the buttock) and
we don’t know whether he’ll survive. Burdenko did the surgery. I don’t
know how, but it’s possible that I’ll have to command the front, since
there is no one to lead it right now. If so, then you will have to come
visit me. This is how things are here, we’ve got to come to terms with
them. The tailor brought the suit, it was made relatively well. I send

Leka (Ella Zhukova – MJ) a writing implement as my birthday gift.
Goodbye for now, and stay healthy. I kiss you firmly. Hello and firm
kisses to Erochka and Ellochka. I must say I miss you a bit. I live with
hope that maybe, if fortune smiles, we can manage to see each other.
I kiss you again. George.”
When we returned to Moscow in 1943, Dad met us. We started
living in an apartment on Granovsky Street. This was our first
permanent residence. The apartment was big and we weren’t used
to such space, and there was almost no furniture. Thus ended
our nomadic life of constantly moving from city to city. We saw
father occasionally when he came to Moscow. He told us about
the situation at the front. We sat and listened, mouths agape.
He was very interested in our lives and studies. I finished school
in 1946; Ella had started school two years before this.
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What do you remember about the end of the war in May
1945?
Era: We were in Moscow. It was already clear in those final
days that we didn’t have long to wait. Dad called us either 2 or
3 May, and congratulated each of us on the victory. Moscow was
celebrating those days. On Victory Day, we walked around the city
and watched fireworks. There were so many people!
Ella: Dad came home not long before the Victory Parade.
He found out then that he would inspect the troops. This was
very unexpected for him, as everyone was sure that Stalin, as
the supreme commander-in-chief, would inspect the troops. He
started to prepare – he chose a horse, got his regalia in order and
later prepared a speech. He was very nervous.
Era: He didn’t really need to
train, as he had been a cavalry
officer and had participated
in equestrian competitions when
he was young. While moving from
place to place, we took his prizes
with us – trophies and sculptures
of horses, of which there were
many. Dad had not lost his skills,
but he still went to the drill hall
to practice a few times. This
was a big event in his life and
the life of his family. The parade
tunic had been ready for him.
It hung on the back of a chair,
well pressed and polished. His
medals shined, but it didn’t
matter to my sister and I, and
we kept rubbing them with a soft
cloth as we walked around it. We
really wanted to take part in the
preparation. Father practiced his
speech several times, first in a low
voice as if to himself, then he sat
all of us down and we listened. He
asked, “Well, what do you think?”
We applauded. On the day of the parade, 24 June 1945, we arrived early
to the tribune. Our spirits were high, and we didn’t even notice the rain.
And there from the Spassky Tower of the Kremlin on Red Square came
Dad atop a beautiful white horse named Kumir. He looked magical to
me and very solemn. This was his finest hour. He was 48 then…
After the war, he had big plans. He wanted to learn the lessons
of the war and rehabilitate the officers repressed by Stalin. He
wanted the Soviet POWs to be treated like those who had fought.
It was his misfortune that he was too forthright a person. He said
what he thought; if he disagreed with something, he would argue
(she is talking about his complicated relationship with Stalin, because
of which Zhukov fell into disfavor – MJ). Maybe this was the point.
We tried to support him, and we worried for him. It was hard to
watch.

D

ad always made sure we understood
that we were being watched, and that
we needed to act appropriately. He said
to us, “You need to remember that all of my
merits are mine, and you must do everything
yourself.” And we did so very well.

How would you say these changes in his position affected
your lives?
Ella: In this situation, we of course felt that many people’s
attitudes towards us had changed.
Era: And how!
Ella: They stopped calling us, and they tried to keep further away
from us. But this, or course, had nothing to do with his closest
friends.
At the end of the 1950s, I graduated from the institute,
and I had problems with my assignment. Just imagine: After
finishing at MGIMO, they offered me a place as a proofreader
at a publication.

How did Georgy Zhukov relax? Did he like music?
Era: He liked Russian songs and military orchestras. After the war,
we went to many concerts. He also played the accordion a bit. Soon
after the rout of the Germans outside of Moscow in December 1941,
he received a delegation from Tula in Perkhushkovo. They brought
Dad a Tula accordion as a gift. He couldn’t play the instrument
before then, but for a year, albeit in fits and starts, he learned how
to play a bit. He couldn’t read music, but under the tutorship of his
teacher at the front – a soldier named Ivan Usanov – he picked up
the melodies by ear and soon could play his favorite melodious
Russian songs, for example “The Steppe and Steppe Around” and
“Along the Wild Steppes of Zabaikal”. We sometimes performed
the song “Dark Night” together, with him on the accordion and I on
the accordion he gave me at the end of the war. Even little Ella played
in time on her childhood concertina.
What was it like to be the daughters of Marshal Zhukov?
Era: It was a commitment. No one ever stopped us from doing
anything, but Dad always made sure we understood that we were being
watched more than others, and that we needed to act appropriately.
Ella: Dad said to us, “You need to remember that all of my merits
are mine, and you must do everything yourself.” And we did so
very well. I think that no one can rebuke us for using our surname
at any time.
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M

aria Zhukova is the daughter of the marshal
and his second wife, Galina Semyonova. Maria
is a graduate of MGIMO. For almost 20 years,
she has worked in the Sretenskiy Monastery
publishing house in Moscow. Her memoir of her father,
“Marshal Zhukov - My Father”, received the Alexander
Nevsky historical-literary prize.

Maria Zhukova: Of course, I felt from childhood that Dad was a hero.
In my memory there are different periods, from when they whispered
his name to his return to justice and their honoring of him.
How did your family celebrate Victory Day while Georgy
Zhukov was alive?
Maria: More than anything, I remember the holiday in 1965
when after the long period when he had been in disfavor, father
was invited to the Kremlin.
This was a great joy for
him. I’ve kept photographs,
in particular a French magazine
“Paris Match”, which captured
the moment of his arrival with
my mother Galina Zhukova.
They left the government car
and headed to the State Kremlin
Palace. Dad had all his medals
on his parade tunic. Both were
smiling. When Leonid Brezhnev
(the Soviet party leader – MJ)
said the surname Zhukov
in his statement, he received
an ovation. “Glory to Zhukov!”
cried the Muscovites – these
words are from the magazine.
How old were you when
your father passed away?
Maria: I had finished 10th
grade, and I wasn’t even 17.
He died the day before my
birthday. Mama had died seven
months earlier.
What parting words did he
have for you?
Maria: He left a note on the
first publication of his book
“Reminiscences and Reflections”:
“I hope you will be a worthy
patriot of our Motherland”. This
was the most important thing he
bequeathed to me.
In recent years, when I speak
before different audiences,
I always tell young people
that the only feeling that
must prevail for them is deep
gratitude for those who fought
and won. If we are grateful, just
grateful, then that will already
be enough!
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MARSHAL ROKOSSOVSKY

K

onstantin Rokossovsky, grandson of Konstantin K. Rokossovsky, Marshal of the Soviet Union, twice hero
of the Soviet Union, graduated from Moscow Aviation Institute and followed in his grandfather’s footsteps –
joined the military, but only rose to the rank of colonel. He currently works at the State Research Institute
of Military Medicine of Russian MoD. His mother, Ariadna Rokossovskaya, was an only child born to Marshal
Rokossovsky and his wife, Yulia Barmina.
K. Rokossovsky: He was one
of those people whom the whole
country knew, and, of course, some
of his glory extended onto us, his
family. I watched him standing
atop Lenin’s Mausoleum during
parades at the Red Square –
in his full-dress uniform, with
medals – and my heart filled with
pride – this was my grandfather.
Thanks to him, I could go to our
dacha in a Chaika. Grandfather
would always sit in the front,
and the drivers of oncoming cars
recognized and greeted him. My
school was close to the General
Staff headquarters, and sometimes
my mother asked granddad to take
me to school. We walked down
the street, he held my hand and
I was proud that I walked with him,
because passers-by smiled at us
and greeted us very respectfully.
And he would smile and greet
them in return. Children at my
school would come up to me and ask with both envy and admiration,
“Is that true that your grandfather is a marshal?” Since we always lived
together, for me and my younger brother Pavlik he wasn’t some great
hero, but a loving grandpa. At the dacha we would walk down the alleys,
he’d tell me what were the trees around us and what birds lived in the
forest. He’d read me books, and join me and my friends in our war play.
I always could play chess with him or go pick some mushrooms in the
forest. He always was very modest, never put on airs or boasted about
his titles, his feats, and this modesty of his permeate through his family
and we didn’t really concentrate on them either, he was just a regular
grandfather, only he was a marshal.
I remember my fifteenth birthday. Everyone had already given me my
birthday presents, and grandfather, who normally was always the first
to do that, stood aside, mysteriously quiet. When the table was all set
for a birthday celebration, grandpa appeared in his best suit, carrying
a real saber! The saber he had when he commanded the Victory Parade
in June 1945. Grandma had shown it to me in secret when grandpa
wasn't home. He came up to me and said, "You are all grown-up now,
take good care of it. God willing, you will never have to draw this saber."

This was his last gift to me. It pains me to admit it, but a couple of days
later my friend and I were slashing nettle with this parade saber, and
grandfather caught us.
He never shunned any work, he’d help to mend a fence, really liked
mowing grass. One year there was a rich harvest of apples, grandfather
and I made supporting trellises for apple trees (he had planted
himself).
There are many anecdotes about our dacha in the family. Here’s one
story: someone of the locals complained that Rokossovsky “abused his
position and was building himself a palace.” A special group was formed
to look into the matter headed by Nikolai Bulganin (Soviet Premier –
editor’s note). When they came to our dacha, Bulganin looked around,
took my grandfather aside said, “Kostya, what is this hut? Let’s build
you a proper house, out of stone.” Grandfather refused. He thought
what he had was just enough.
How did you talk about the Victory in the family?
In May 1945 grandfather was in Western Pomerania (a region that
was part of Germany – editor’s note). When they learned the Germans
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had surrendered, he gathered his quarters' members and announced
the news. Everyone kept silent – there were no screams, no hugs.
Grandfather read the room, he understood how his friends felt – four
years of war, so many friends and loved ones gone. He suggested they all
sit outside and smoke. That's what he did on Victory day – remembered
all he’d been through.

ARIAdNA ROKOSSOVSKAYA,
“TO ME, HE IS MY GREAT
GRANdfATHER AbOVE
ALL ELSE.”

K

onstantin rokossovsky, Marshal of the soviet union,
to me is my great grandfather above all else. of all
the documents kept in the family archives, i cherish
the most his letters from the front – his personal, yet
that of a military man, account of those years.

G

randfather was well-loved. Everyone
loved him – from the party’s top officials
and marshals to adjutants and drivers.
Until his last day, he was a very modest person
despite all the glory and titles.

After the war, Rokossovsky was appointed Defense Minister
of Poland, a country liberated from the Nazis by Soviet troops.
What was the life of his family in those years?
In Warsaw he was given a half of a small mansion, he lived there
with grandmother, while their daughter went to Moscow to study.
In Moscow, she got married and gave birth to me. My first memories
of grandfather are those from his Polish period. In 1956 my parents
and I came to visit the grandparents and stayed in a country house
near Warsaw. The same year grandfather moved back to Moscow. He
spent seven years turning Poland’s armed forces into a modern army.
He poured his soul into this task.
What was Rokossovsky like as a person?
He was well-loved. Everyone loved him – from the party’s top officials
and marshals to adjutants, drivers, and game wardens he went hunting
with. He was a nucleus of our family, a draw for our relatives, my parents’
friends, even my friends, children. He had a most charming smile.
Until his last day, he was a very modest person despite all the glory
and titles. When I was watching parades on TV with my family it was
a real challenge to find grandpa, Deputy Defense Minister, – he never
stood in the center, sometimes he would even stand in the second row.
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He wrote these letters during sleepless nights near Moscow
in 1941, from Stalingrad in 1942, attaching photos of defeated Nazi
commanders, wrote them in a car before the battle of Kursk, he wrote
them after he’d returned from the frontline in Belarus in 1944. Some
of the letters stop mid-sentence – sometimes he was so tired he fell
asleep, sometimes he only had time for a short message written in the
same pencil he worked on maps with, sometimes censors rubbed out
names of commanders and towns until there were holes in paper. Those
letters, some of them very personal, enthusiastic, full of faith in victory,
to my great grandmother Yulia and my grandmother Ariadna are our
family’s greatest treasure.
March 28, 1942:
“My dearest Lulu and Adusya, I didn’t want you to worry and told you
nothing about my illness. It turns out I am vulnerable too, that’s my illness.
On March 8, the Germans spewed some lead into me. It was bad, but I’m
out of the woods now. I’m getting better by the hour. I’ll live, and the enemy
better be scared. I’ll get these bloody Germans; I’ll pay them in their own
coin. Please, dearest Lulu, don’t worry and don’t paint any grim pictures
in your head. I was wounded in the chest, something got punctured, but
I was lucky. My cast-iron constitution helped me through the danger. I'll
soon start walking and they'll discharge me from the hospital. Maybe I’ll
come to visit you for a couple of days. That’s it for now. Don’t worry, it’s all
good. Lots of kisses. Your loving Kostya.”
July 1, 1944:
“My dearest Lulu and Adusya, everything is going great. We’re crashing
the Germans, pushing them away. We pay them for the pain they caused us
in 1941. The Nazis are still bad at breaking through the encirclement, and we
won't give them that chance. Enough of the war. How are you? What's new? Are
you healthy, are you well? I'm full of energy, maybe even excessively. The tension
is enormous, but I don't feel exhausted yet. My cough is still killing me. I cough
because I smoke too much, but I simply can’t hold myself in check. I hope we’ll
see each other soon, and my lovely girls will give an old soldier a warm welcome
and a good hug. Goodbye for now. Lots of kisses. Your loving Kostya.”
In late June 1944 during an operation to liberate Belarus, Rokossovsky,
commander of the First Belorussian Front was awarded the diamond
star of Marshal of the Soviet Union. In fall 1944, Lulu finally came to
him, now Commander of the Second Belorussian Front. They never
parted again. Great grandmother kept more than 100 letters that greatgrandpa sent from the front for us and our children.

ALExANdER ROdIMTSEV –
HERO Of STALINGRAd

Pavel Matyukhin, MgiMo graduate, 1986:

“March 8 marked the 115th birthday anniversary of Russian
commander Alexander Rodimtsev, my grandfather. Born into a poor
peasant family in the Urals, he endured hardship and social injustice
from very early on. He lost his father while still young, and worked
to exhaustion to provide for his mother and three sisters. No matter
how hard it got at times, how agonizing, how unbearable, this special
Urals boy never quit. He made it, he did not sink into a mire of woe and
misery.

stood, and they defeated death.” Few know that general Rodimtsev
received no medals for that most important battle of his life. According
to veterans that I’ve talked with, some top-ranking officers grew envious
of his glory. He got his second Gold Star medal only at the end of the war,
in 1945, after reaching the Elbe and liberating Dresden and Prague.
What was Rodimtsev like in life? “Rodimtsev was an ordinary man, like
everybody else”, said Vasily Chuikov, his comrade-in-arms,“and yet there
was something special about him. He was kind to his friends, unwavering
in dealing with his country’s enemies, like all Russians. Sincere, yet savvy,

A

n inscription on the Volga’s cliffs tells
the story, “Here Rodimtsev’s Division
stood to the death. They stood, and
they defeated death.”

Who knows what Rodimtsev’s life would be if the Russian revolution
of 1917 and drastic changes it entailed never happened.
It’s fair to say that he would most likely be a humble
countryman. He himself believed that. But life had
something different in store for him. The revolution
changed the minds and views of many.
Alexander Rodimtsev dreamt of joining the Red
Army cavalry, the romance of military campaigns
fascinated him. As a young boy, he excitedly watched
Red cavalry units passing through the village. Years
after he was drafted into the army. Alexander
Rodimtsev dedicated almost fifty years of his life
to serving his motherland, his road from private to
general long and winding.
He graduated from the Moscow Higher Military
Command School. Under the name of captain Pablito, he bravely fought
in the ranks of the Spanish Republicans against the Nationalists and
fascists. (Many years after I, his grandson, will be named Pavel). He was
one of the founders of Soviet Airborne Troops.
From the first days of the war, Rodimtsev was on the frontline. He
defended Kiev, he fought valiantly, Nazis referred to his soldiers as
resilient and unyielding. When Stalingrad’s fate was hanging in the
balance, with Nazis ravaging the city, Rodimtsev’s division was
dispatched from the Supreme Commander's reserve to cross the Volga,
with the river on fire, and hold the last line of defense. Later, Marshal
Zhukov would say, “It was Rodimtsev’s Thirteenth Guards Division who
changed the course of the battle in those days.”
An inscription on the Volga’s cliffs tells the story of the Thirteenth
Guards Division, “Here Rodimtsev’s Guards stood to the death. They

you couldn’t fool him. Open-hearted, good-natured,
a real rock of a man. Cooperative, yet proud, if you hurt
him for no reason – he wouldn’t forgive that. He was
our country’s finest, and a man of the people through
and through. No wonder, his many talents flourished
around willful and strong warriors like himself. They
couldn’t do without him, and he – without them.”
Having experienced the horrors of the war first-hand,
grandfather retained his benevolent nature, his heart
did not harden. He loved a good, witty joke, a clever word,
a song that hit close to home, he valued sincerity and decency. He would
go out of his way to help both his fellow veterans and everybody else
around him.
Unsurprisingly, he had friends from all walks of life – military men,
scientists, artists, composers, and poets. In his last years, grandfather
himself was only referred to as a writer. Together with his son, my
father, international journalist Yuri Matyukhin, he wrote a series
of documentary fiction books about the war.
General Rodimtsev is undoubtedly a man of a unique fate. Despite
his humble background, he made his way into the elite of the Russian
armed forces. He fought in many battles and yet was never wounded.
Well-loved by people, he became a legend in the prime of his life.
And one of General Rodimtsev’s most significant victories are fond
memories he left behind.
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Anatoly Torkunov,
Mission: Possible
Head of MGIMO, scholar, academician, diplomat and the man who carries on with
the Mission celebrates his 70th anniversary.

TorKuNoV

T

en years ago, we interviewed anatoly Torkunov on the eve of his 60th birthday. We were all ten years
younger than – Mr. Torkunov himself, MJ’s editor who interviewed him, and photographer yuri lukin who
took the pictures.
10 years after we meet again in 2020, the same group of people, and that is an accomplishment in itself.
on august, 26 Torkunov turned 70. His generation has become a transitional one, he and his peers lived through
a period of transition. “We stepped into our adult lives in the early '70s,” says Torkunov, “our generation was
instrumental in making our foreign policy democratic. My class of 1972 only gave the country 30 ambassadors
and ministers, and our Foreign Minister, sergey lavrov.”
anatoly Torkunov meets his 70th birthday in wonderful physical shape, he is surrounded by a young team of likeminded people, the university kicks off its 2025 strategy. life goes on.
We publish a selection of birthday wishes from rector anatoly Torkunov’s friends, who are part of political,
cultural, and business elites of russia.

SERGEY LAVROV:
"I wOuLd SHARE A fOxHOLE wITH HIM!"
Head of russia’s Foreign Ministry refers to his friend anatoly Torkunov as “the founding father
of the current MgiMo model.”
MJ: Your friendship with Anatoly
Torkunov has lasted for more than
50 years, it’s been very firm. They
say in such cases at war: "I would
share a foxhole with this person!" But
the expression that, probably, resonates
with you more is "All for one, one for

all," as in the Three Musketeers by
Alexander Dumas?
More than a decade-long joint work, close
cooperation, and, of course, friendship
connect Anatoly Torkunov and me.
It started in our alma mater. We worked
together in the student construction

brigade. During student years,
Anatoly showed a rare ability to unite
extraordinary, energetic, and ambitious
people in a close-knit team. That’s what
people today call "team building." He still
has this ability along with augmented
performance, commitment, openmindedness, and some other qualities
thanks to which MGIMO, under his
leadership, is one of the best universities
in Russia. Answering your question,
I can say the following: we have worked
together with Anatoly for a long time
in diplomacy, where they act based on the
principle "all for one, one for all." But
I would gladly share a foxhole with him.
MJ: How would you describe
the phenomenon of MGIMO, which
managed during its 75 years of existence
to survive the watershed moment
in history while saving its unique
brand and quality of education and
even build up its capacities, entering
the international educational market? It’s
hard to overestimate the role of Anatoly
Torkunov in the institute's history, how
would you define it for yourself?
MGIMO is indeed a unique university
in many respects. It was created during
the hard years of the Great Patriotic War.

82

MJ # 3 / 2 0 2 0

An essential role in its development was
played by remarkable scholars and teachers
who founded their schools of thought
in the best traditions of Russian and global
education. Today 900 out of 1500 MGIMO
employees have post-graduate degrees,
with 20 being members of the Russian
Academy of Sciences.
Training highly-skilled experts
in international relations, MGIMO plays
a crucial role in providing talent for
the Russian diplomatic service.
And, of course, all major changes
of the past thirty years have been
closely connected with the name
of Anatoly Torkunov. To name a few:
the establishment of the Endowment Fund,
building cooperation with the business
community, acquiring the status of an

W

e have worked
together with
Anatoly for
a long time in diplomacy,
where they act based
on the principle "all for
one, one for all."
autonomous educational organization,
the opening of two campuses (2015 –
Odintsovo, 2019 – Tashkent), new schools
and institutes, the implementation of joint
educational programs with the leading
foreign universities. Anatoly Torkunov,
with his limitless energy and broad
professional experience, undoubtedly,
contributed a lot to the successful
implementation of all these endeavors.
MJ: Thinking out of the box, creativity,
strive for innovation have always been
the main qualities of MGIMO graduates.
They truly characterize Anatoly Torkunov,
which allows MGIMO to always be
at the forefront of changes in education.
He is about to turn 70, MGIMO has
turned 75, what would you wish him
in the context of this joint anniversary?
It wouldn’t be an exaggeration to say
that the MGIMO brand is the product

of many years of concerted efforts of all
employees under the delicate guidance
of Anatoly Torkunov. Thanks to them, our
university managed to keep the traditions,
develop confidently and fast, broaden its

international ties. Anatoly Torkunov can
be called the founding father of the current
MGIMO model. His role is valued by our
country's leadership, which is proved by
many state decorations that he has received.
# 3 / 20 20 MJ
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NIKOLAI LEbEdEV: “ANATOLY TORKuNOV
HAS MAdE MGIMO A GLObALLY
RECOGNIzEd uNIVERSITY”

ILYAS uMAKHANOV

(MgiMo, 1979)
Deputy speaker of the Federation
Council of the Federal assembly
of the russian Federation

i

n March 1974, I firmly decided to
enter MGIMO, the "diplomatic talent
foundry." During the spring break,
I came from Makhachkala (Dagestan)
to Moscow to learn which documents
I needed and what exams I was supposed
to take.
I was lucky to meet a young postgraduate
student from the MGIMO Department
of History and Culture of Asian and
African Countries, who had recently been
appointed the vice-rector and, at the same
time, worked as a lecturer. It was Anatoly

Nikolai lebedev is a legendary rector of MgiMo (1974-85). in 1969, he became head of the school
of international relations, which Mr. Torkunov entered in 1967.
MJ: Do you remember him as
a student?
Anatoly stood out as a student with
a high level of intellect and a talented
leader of young people. Of course, saying

at a MgiMo's Board of Trustees meeting

Torkunov. It was great luck for me, a boy
from a small town, to meet the MGIMO
Vice-Rector in person. Since then, Anatoly
Torkunov and I have always been in touch.
When I was a student, he very softly and
delicately asked me about my studies. If
everything was alright, he said something
encouraging and complimentary, like
"Well done!" And I tried to live up to his
expectations and get A’s since my first year.
We have had excellent and friendly
relations for the past 46 years. Sometimes
life has a lot of surprises in store for us:
once Anatoly Torkunov monitored my
success in studies, now I, as a member
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of the MGIMO Supervisory Board monitor
with pleasure the achievements of our
alma mater.
Without a doubt, I can call Anatoly
my friend and faithful companion.
The genuine friendship between men
should not depend on the circumstances
or their offices. It’s very telling that
regardless of the official role played by
the friend, Anatoly never loses touch
with this person. I know for sure that
our friendship is a friendship between
personalities, not between "offices" as for
some time I have been a freelancer, but
our relations never stopped.

Recently our interactions are connected
either with MGIMO, the Federation
Council, or some public affairs. Anatoly
Torkunov is a member of the Presidium
of the Scientific-Expert Council
of the Federation Council (the upper
chamber of the parliament), a member
of the Board of the Integration Club, which
was created together with the Chairperson
of the Federation Council Valentina
Matviyenko by Yevgeny Primakov,
former Russian prime-minister, a friend
of Anatoly Torkunov.
Anatoly Torkunov does a lot for our
country, for the university, for our
diplomatic talent to be of the best quality.
It deserves respect and continuation.
The Rector of MGIMO is one of the most
respectable Russian academicians. This
I can claim with confidence as we are
both part of the Presidential Council for
Science and Education, with Anatoly being
a member of the Board. You can’t but
notice the sincere and deep respect for
him among his colleagues.
In the Caucasus, a 70-year-old man
is not a boy. The reputation, authority,
and trustworthiness come with age. That’s
why Anatoly has the world before him.
I sincerely wish him the true Caucasus
longevity so that in some time, we
would be perfectly able to raise a glass to
the 100th anniversary of our friendship.

that I kept a close eye on him during
this period would be an exaggeration, as
there were many students. Nonetheless,
these qualities made him stand out
of the student body.
MJ: Immediately after graduating from
MGIMO, Mr. Torkunov started working
as your assistant. How would you

evaluate his work?
He proved to be of great use when he
started working. Anatoly is a highly
organized person, able to precisely do
an assignment and good at striking up

relations with people. With him I felt,
as they say, always in the know. Because
we are celebrating his 70th birthday,
I would like to give him my evaluation.
He is a modern type of leader in whom
the talents of a professional and academic
are intrinsically linked. He already
showed some of these qualities when
I was at the head, and I pushed him

along the administrative line. He became
practically the youngest Dean for External
Relations at 26, if I’m not mistaken. Then
at around the age of 30, for example, he
became the youngest ever Vice-Rector
for External Relations. I undoubtedly
saw in him a person with a great future,
and I therefore tried not to create too
many difficulties for his advancement.
When Anatoly asked me to let him pursue
diplomatic work, I didn’t hesitate to let
him go, although I was disappointed
to lose such a talented assistant. He
successfully proved himself to be a topclass diplomat. I saw in him a person with
a great future and therefore tried to do
everything possible to fully develop his
greatest qualities. And I wasn’t mistaken:
along with Sergei Lavrov, Anatoly
Torkunov is undoubtedly the pride of our
university.
MJ: How would you evaluate the role
of Mr. Torkunov in the history
of MGIMO, which has turned 75 this
year?
A talented administrator as well as
a prominent academic and politician, Mr.
Torkunov truly carried out revolutionary
transformations and turned MGIMO into
a globally recognized university. MGIMO
has become an independent and selfsufficient educational institution that
remains within the system of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs. Torkunov took an
ordinary university, so to speak, and
made it a global, international institution
of a European type, which is recognized
by international students, whose
numbers at MGIMO have multiplied. I am
proud that the university has become
so authoritative in global science and
academia among other centers in Europe
and around the world.
# 3 / 20 20 MJ
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maintain the University in the 1990s
after the USSR collapsed. At the Academy,
I tried to solve the issue of funding, using
the experience of the MGIMO Rector.
Among other things, I tried to establish an
endowment, but, unfortunately, neither
I nor my successors managed to launch it.
Anatoly Torkunov turned out to be a good
administrator, a great executive manager,
and a skillful financial expert. His enormous
merit consists in ensuring the funding for
MGIMO, creating an endowment, and using
other methods that allow the university
to maintain the university's economic
functioning at an adequate level and
provide a decent salary for the faculty.

ALExANdER PANOV

Head of the Department
of Diplomacy at MgiMo
ambassador to Japan (1996-2003),
the republic of Korea (1992-1993),
rector of the Diplomatic academy
(2006-2010)

W

e have been friends with
Anatoly Torkunov for almost
half a century. We met in 1971
when on my return from a mission
in Japan, I decided to come to MGIMO
from the MFA to write and defend a Ph.D.
thesis while working as a lecturer.
At the same time, Anatoly Torkunov was
about to graduate from the university, and
in 1972 he became a postgraduate student
at the Department. We worked on our Ph.D.
theses, enjoying the process. The spirit
of creativity, and even some freethinking,
was reining at the Department and
encouraged by its Head Arlen Meliksetov.
It allowed us to write unconventional
papers. Anatoly was exploring the reforms
of Park Chung-hee, who was criticized as an
extreme dictator at the Soviet Union. Having
studied the reforms, he concluded that they
might be quite effective and successful. That
turned out to be the case: while South Korea
had been lagging behind North Korea until
the 1970s, after the reforms its economy
was booming, resulting in Korea’s economic
miracle. Anatoly Torkunov happened to
be very far-sighted, though not all of his
comrades, who stuck to the official ideology,
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agreed with his assessments.
In 2006, when I stopped working
at the MFA and agreed to become the Rector
of the Diplomatic Academy, Anatoly and
I became good partners. I was constantly
learning a lot from him. The Academy
is a somewhat different structure; its main
task is to provide training and retraining
for future MFA staff. Looking at Anatoly
Torkunov’s experience, I started introducing
courses on various subjects related to
the international relations for the employees
of big companies such as Lukoil, Aeroflot,
several ministries. I basically did the same
thing that was already tested at MGIMO,
where specialized departments of various
corporations were opened to train the staff.
It’s very challenging to be an administrator
of the university. I have always admired
how Anatoly Torkunov managed to keep
the faculty and

And how Anatoly Torkunov cares about
the talent! He knows practically everyone
at the university and their potential. If
a talented person wants to work and
is working, he will always support them.
An essential trait of the Rector is a very
attentive attitude towards the youth. He
likes them, mentors them, understands
that it’s crucial to prepare the staff for
the future. And we are witnessing it now:
the rejuvenation is currently underway at all
levels of management.
All the MGIMO staff highly appreciates
him and elects him for Rector’s post.
Before me is a complicated task: I don’t
even know what to wish Anatoly. He is such
an energetic person that even without my
wishes, he will successfully continue his
activities for the benefit of MGIMO, Russian
education, and science.

ILHAM ALIYEV: "bEING THE RECTOR
Of MGIMO IS A GREAT MISSION"

President of azerbaijan (MgiMo, 1982) shares his assessment of the role of anatoly Torkunov
as a MgiMo leader

MJ: Mr. Aliyev, we are celebrating
the anniversary of Anatoly Torkunov,
the Rector of our University. Interestingly,
you both followed the same path
at MGIMO ten years apart: he graduated
from the School of International Relations
and started doing his Ph.D. in 1972 while
your postgraduate studies began in 1982.
You both were promising young scholars
and teachers, and then your trajectories
drifted away. But you have always kept
an eye on each other, and several years
after very fruitful cooperation emerged.
Let’s recall, for example, the first MGIMO
Alumni Forum in Baku.
Moscow State Institute of International
Relations is one of the leading universities
not only in Russia but in the world, having
well-established and strong traditions. For
many years, Anatoly Torkunov has been
its head, with his merits in building and
developing this higher education institution
as one of the reliable centers for training
of highly skilled diplomats being undebatable.
Anatoly Torkunov worked his way from
a lecturer to the Rector of this prestigious
university. Being its leader, not only did
he keep and multiply the best traditions
of MGIMO, but he also contributed a lot to

strengthening its positions and ensuring
competitiveness in global education. MGIMO
is a world-class brand in most part, thanks to
his efforts.
Anatoly Torkunov is also a public person
and a scholar, known in Russia and beyond.
We have met more than once, and I can

say that he is a person of great erudition,
broad knowledge, an expert generating new
interesting ideas.
For about 15 years, my life had been
connected with MGIMO. I studied there,
wrote my Ph.D., taught there. These
were unforgettable years of youth and
# 3 / 20 20 MJ
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development. The knowledge acquired
at MGIMO help me in my job today.
It was my initiative to hold the first Alumni
Forum in Baku several years ago. I also
participated in the celebrations of the MGIMO
60th anniversary.
Our life journeys with Anatoly Torkunov are
very similar: we both graduated from this
university, entered a Ph.D. program and taught
there. But my destiny was to leave MGIMO, and
he devoted his life to the alma mater.
Anatoly Torkunov became MGIMO’s Rector
at challenging times. His mission was to
carefully keep the best of what was created by
his predecessors, not to let this heritage be lost,
and to build on this foundation one of the best
universities in the world, one of the biggest
research and education centers.
MJ: Today, you are the head of Azerbaijan,
Anatoly Torkunov is the Rector of our alma
mater. But there is something that unites
you: it is a great mission. You continued
your farther’s legacy. Mr. Heydar Aliyev,
who came to power in 1993, saved
Azerbaijan and turned it into a modern
dynamic country. In 1993, Anatoly
Torkunov became the head of MGIMO,
saved the university in these tough times,
revived it, and enhanced its brand, turned
it into a university with a unique quality
of education. Could you, please, share with
us your thought on this.
Today our country follows the policy of Heydar
Aliyev thanks to which Azerbaijan emerged
as an independent state, found a respectable
place on the world map, maintained social and
political stability, created a firm basis for major
reforms, attracted many billions of foreign
investment, defined the main directions
of internal and foreign policy. Now Azerbaijan
is successfully developing in all of these areas.
I am proud that Azerbaijan has become
a very respectable actor in international
affairs. It is evidenced by the fact that our
country received the backing of 155 states
and was elected as a non-permanent member
of the UN Security Council in 2012–2013.
Azerbaijan was unanimously supported by all
120 members of the Non-Aligned Movement
in our bid for presidency in this second-largest
international organization, surpassed only
by the UN. In October last year, Baku hosted
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the summit of the Non-Aligned Movement.
In autumn last year, our country also assumed
the presidency in the Cooperation Council
of Turkic-Speaking States. As a responsible
member of the international community,
we treat presidency in international
organizations not as a mere formality, but
seek to make it efficient and profit memberstates. For example, when the world faced
the COVID-19 pandemic, it was my initiative
to hold the summits of the Non-Aligned
Movement and the Cooperation Council
of Turkic-Speaking States to discuss the fight
against this dangerous virus. On behalf

i

n the 1980s, Anatoly
Torkunov and
I worked in the same
department, so I have
known him for a long
time. He worked his way
from a lecturer to
the Rector of this
prestigious university
of the Non-Aligned Movement, Azerbaijan
initiated the UN General Assembly's
extraordinary session devoted to COVID-19.
More than 130 states supported this move.
During the pandemic, we have provided
humanitarian and financial support to more
than 30 countries, showing international
solidarity. We made a voluntary $10 million
donation to the World Health Organization.
Today Azerbaijan is a recognized center

of multiculturalism. Geographically, culturally
and politically, our country is a bridge between
Europe and Asia. We are one of few countries
that are simultaneously members of both
the Council of Europe and the Organization
of Islamic Cooperation. In 2008, when Baku
hosted the meeting of the CoE ministers
of culture, we invited their counterparts from
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation. Later,
in 2009, the OIC ministers of culture invited
their European counterparts to their meeting.
That how our initiative based on interfaith
and intercultural dialogue, the Baku Process,
was born. During these years, the Baku Process
gained the reputation of an effective platform
for exchanging opinions between people
of different ethnicities, cultures, and faiths.
The Baku Process is backed by the UN and
other leading international organizations.
MJ: As a lecturer, you must have
interacted a lot with Anatoly Torkunov
when he was the Dean of the School
of International Relations or the ViceRector. You could witness his development
as a talented manager. Could you, please,
tell us some remarkable story?
For some time, Anatoly and I worked in the
same department, so I have known him
for a long time. Apart from having high
professional skills as a diplomat, a scholar,
and a leader, Anatoly Torkunov has always
been a very open, kind, and easy-going person.
I know that he has the support of the faculty;
he is respected and loved by the students.
Without this, he wouldn’t have been able to
be the Rector of MGIMO for such a long time.
When he became the head of the university
in 1992, he restored and strengthened
the image of MGIMO, which is now one
of the leading universities in the world.
As for a remarkable story, I want to say that
I had to leave the university where I studied,
received my Ph.D. degree, and worked for
about 15 years in the early 1990s. The reason
was that my father, Heydar Aliyev, who took
a very principled position against the wrong
internal and foreign policy of the USSR
leadership, was considered to be almost an
enemy of the people. He was persecuted,
the Soviet media organized a smear
campaign against him, inspired personally
by the General Secretary of the Central

for the development of economic
ties, the preservation and promotion
of the Russian language and culture abroad. It
was presented to her personally by Vladimir
Putin.
At the initiative and with the help
of the Heydar Aliyev Foundation, whose
Vice-President is Leyla, a monument
of Saint Prince Vladimir, Equal-to-theApostles, was erected in 2013 in Astrakhan.
For the projects implemented by the Heydar
Aliyev Foundation in this Russian region,
Leyla was awarded the order "For Merit to
the Astrakhan region." In the same year,

N

ot only did
Anatoly Torkunov
keep and
multiply the best
traditions of MGIMO, but
he also contributed a lot
to strengthening its
positions and ensuring
competitiveness
in global education
Committee of the Communist Party. MGIMO
administration informed me that the son
of Heydar Aliyev could not teach at this
university for political reasons. Anatoly
Torkunov gave me moral support at this
very hard time. I am sure that had he been
the Rector, he would not have allowed me to
leave. My life could have been different. But,
as the saying goes, everything that happens,
happens for the best.
MJ: In one of your interviews for our
journal, you said: "MGIMO anniversary
is a special day for our family," meaning
that your daughter, Leyla, also graduated
from the University. Anatoly Torkunov’s
daughter, Ekaterina, graduated from
MGIMO, too, and now is working at one
of the departments. Many of the MGIMO
graduates share the same story. Don’t
you think that this "clanship" in the good
sense is one of the most important values

which allows MGIMO to celebrate its next
anniversary as a more robust and dynamic
institution?
You rightly noticed another parallel in our
lives. Yes, my daughter Leyla Aliyeva also
graduated from Moscow State Institute
of International Relations. She was President
of the MGIMO Azerbaijan club and
is the Chairperson of the MGIMO Alumni
Association in Azerbaijan. Now Leyla heads
the Baku journal in Russian, which is published
in Moscow. It gets the readers acquainted
with the history, culture, and traditions
of the Azerbaijani people. She contributes
a lot to strengthening strategic partnership,
friendship, and cooperation between
Azerbaijan and Russia.
In 2015, following the Russian President's
decree, Leyla received the Pushkin award
for the contribution to the friendship and
cooperation with the Russian Federation,

in 2013, Patriarch of Moscow and all Rus’
Kirill decreed to award Leyla with the Third
Class Order of Saint Olga, Equal-to-theApostles.
I know that Anatoly Torkunov’s daughter
Ekaterina graduated from this university
and works at one of the departments. I guess
there are many cases in MGIMO history
when children follow their hearts and choose
the university where their parents once
studied. I believe it’s wonderful when there
is such continuity.
I would like to wish Anatoly good health,
success in all his affairs and endeavors, and
inexhaustible energy and family well-being.
As for MGIMO, which has recently celebrated
its 75th anniversary, I wish new achievements.
I believe that under Anatoly Torkunov’s
leadership, the university will continue to be
a recognized center of fundamental education
and world-class diplomatic talent foundry.
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“fOR ANATOLY TORKuNOV,
MGIMO IS NOT juST
A PLACE Of wORK –
IT IS HIS ENTIRE LIfE”
POLAd büLbüLOğLu

ambassador of azerbaijan to russia

M

y relationship with Anatoly
Torkunov started 45 years ago
during a trip around the US.
After 18 years as Azerbaijan’s Minister
of Culture, I became my country’s
ambassador to Moscow, where I again
met Anatoly exactly 30 years later. He was
already Rector of MGIMO and Member

of the Russian Academy of Sciences
at the time, and in the meeting I saw
a consistency. Diplomacy and art are
closely related, and they supplement one
another.
It’s not well known that one of Mr.
Torkunov’s hobbies as a young man was
drama, and he took part in a youth drama
group during his later years in school. Good
looks, a powerful baritone and wonderful

diction – it felt clear that he was destined for
a career on the stage. Instead, these valuable
qualities led Mr. Torkunov in a different
direction to diplomacy, which he made his
life’s work.
People who knew Mr. Torkunov during
his studies at MGIMO remember well that
he, as well as his classmate Sergei Lavrov,
was a mainstay in student revues, engaging
in music, poetry and theater. Beyond all
doubt, this provided him with the brightest
and full disclosure of potential opportunities,
polished his natural abilities and developed
a great personality. I am of the view
that for a high-profile diplomat, besides
the fundamental knowledge of the history
of international relations, the ability to
speak several languages and to make a good
impression, an extremely valuable quality
is artistry. Charm, personal charisma, the art

W

e are rightly
proud that
Ilham Aliyev,
President of Azerbaijan,
is a graduate of MGIMO
and an honorary doctor.
The title of honorary
doctor was also given to
Heydar Aliyev, our
national leader
of persuasion – these are particular qualities
that distinguish Anatoly Torkunov.
For him, MGIMO is not just a place
of work – it is his entire life. By continuing
the best traditions of Russian diplomacy,
he has made a great contribution to
the preparation of not only Russia’s
diplomatic corps but those of many
countries, including mine.
We are rightly proud that Ilham Aliyev,
President of Azerbaijan, is a graduate
of MGIMO and an honorary doctor. The title
of honorary doctor was also given to Heydar
Aliyev, our national leader, as well as
a leading politician and statesman. We are
also thankful that MGIMO welcomes into its
family new Azerbaijani students every year.
90
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dAMdIN TSOGTbAATAR
(MgiMo, 1994)
Minister for Foreign affairs
of Mongolia

i

had been studying at the MGIMO
School of International Relations
from 1988 till 1994. At that time,
Anatoly Torkunov was my Dean and later
the Vice-Rector of our institute. It was
during the Soviet perestroika, which was
a hard time of transition. Everything was
changing, especially the major approaches,
perspectives, humanities academic
disciplines concepts, which very often led to
the loss of social values and reference points.
The scholarly literature and textbooks
were still permeated by the communist
ideology and didn’t correspond to
the practice and real life. Students spoke
about the need to initiate reforms. Starting
as innocent discussions at lunch, these
debates sometimes turned into protests,
when students came to the Dean’s office,
explaining their suggestions to the university
leadership. Surprisingly, our aspirations were
heard with understanding and respect.
Being a leading university, MGIMO was one
of the first institutions to change. As a result,
it managed to maintain its prestige and
a decent place among the most prominent
universities in Europe and the world. Thanks
to the efforts of the leadership the Western
universities recognized that MGIMO MA
programmes comply with the programmes
of other universities in the world. It allowed
me, for example, to enter the MA programme
at the Australian National University.
I remember when first students from
capitalist countries came to MGIMO.
Communicating with them helped adapt
to the realities of the Western professional
world and start building a career when there
was no iron curtain.
All of these positive reforms are associated
with the name of Anatoly Torkunov.
I recognize his merits, as every new step
during these hard years required a lot
of ingenuity, determination, and ability to
take risks. For instance, it was very hard to
keep the faculty during that time.
When he became the Rector, we proudly
said: it’s an expert in Oriental studies who
came to power. My course-mates, whose

B

eing a buddhist,
I regard with
reverence
the triple relations
between teacher,
student, and knowledge.
That’s why I deeply
respect the merits of my
teacher – Anatoly
Torkunov

major was Korea, communicated more with
Anatoly Torkunov, who specializes in this
region, and told us that he was open to
students and treated their interests with
a lot of respect.

Despite his status as a big administrator
and respectable scholar, Anatoly Torkunov
remains as open as he was during these
years. Thanks to him, I have always had an
opportunity to maintain strong ties with
my alma mater while being a diplomat.
The attention of MGIMO leadership paid to
the alumni associations all over the world
united us into one big family.
Being a Buddhist, I regard with
reverence the triple relations between
teacher, student, and knowledge. That’s
why I deeply respect the merits of my
teacher – professor Torkunov, whose 70th
anniversary we are celebrating. I would
like to seize this occasion to congratulate
him on his anniversary and wish him
good health, success, and many more
students who are grateful to him for their
start in life.
# 3 / 20 20 MJ
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RINAT
dOSMuKHAMEdOV

spirit, and this is the merit of Anatoly
Torkunov. Once, we came up to him with
(MgiMo, 1992)
an idea to celebrate the Day of MGIMO. He
Director of the alexandrinsky
supported it, and we organized a fantastic
Theatre
party, which became traditional, and now
saint-Petersbourg
every year in October, alma mater gathers
natoly Torkunov is one of my
the alumni. This was one of many initiatives
mentors and a big brother. When
backed by him.
I was his student, the country
In general, he produces an impression
was going through a watershed moment:
of a young person in terms of everything:
the USSR became a thing of the past, the new his thoughts, approaches, assessments, and
Russia emerged. Nobody understood what
judgments. He reasons as a modern person
would happen next. At that time, my friends who applies a balanced approach to assessing
from the School of International Journalism the situation and takes the optimal decision.

a

soul, from his heart. He likes theatre and
understands it; he frequently visits plays,
including those in the Alexandrinsky theater.
The merit of Anatoly Torkunov in modern
Russia is that he didn’t just save MGIMO. He
also gave an impetus for its development,
turned it into a full-fledged multifaceted
university, which kept up with the times,
without lagging behind. Because there are
universities that have excellent schools,
but they were left behind while MGIMO
is dynamically developing. It has a glorious
past, present to be proud of, and a bright
future. It concerns not only the educational

PIERRE MOREL

ambassador, Co-Chairman
of the Trianon Dialogue

W

and I came up with an idea to create an
Association of Journalists. The first person
who supported it was Anatoly Torkunov, who
was the vice-rector then.
In 1990, Torkunov supported our idea to
create a department for public relations
at the institute, which was the first of its kind
in the country, if I am not mistaken. I became
its first head and, at the same time, Anatoly
Torkunov’s assistant on public relations.
At his suggestion, I even became a member
of the rector’s office. I was the youngest
person there. We dealt with current issues.
I especially remember one landmark
discussion.
In these discussions, a unique MGIMO
atmosphere was born, a unique corporate
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Many examples are proving that. Let’s take,
for instance, the issue of digital technology
and artificial intelligence. Recently, MGIMO
launched a unique course on the digital
economy. I don’t think that leaders of other
universities can suggest ideas similar to those
produced by Mr. Torkunov. And he is still
producing them!
He is also a skillful diplomat and a teacher,
a mentor. Look who surrounds him: it’s
youth. He puts the premium on the young.
Another thing to mention is that he
is exceptionally talented; he is a born actor.
I can tell it with confidence as I saw the old
records of the students’ plays in which he
participated. Anatoly Torkunov looks very
naturally on stage because it comes from his

but also the intellectual area: let’s recall
the French-Russia Trianon Dialogue,
the Valdai meetings, gathering intellectuals
from the whole world.
MGIMO always responds to challenges,
reflects a wide range of our country’s
interests. At some point, the International
Institute of Energy Policy and Diplomacy was
created, which is becoming more in demand.
Look at MGIMO branches! The Odintsovo
campus was opened in the Moscow region,
the first campus abroad opened in Tashkent.
All of that is thanks to Anatoly Torkunov,
to his vision, which cannot but surprise you
with its… young perspective! I always catch
myself thinking that his approach is one
of a very young rector!

hen I came to Moscow
in 1992 as Ambassador,
I already knew about
the role of MGIMO. I was
aware that it had been one of the leading
Soviet universities since I worked here as
a young diplomat in the 1970s.
During the times of the great changes in the
early 1990s, I was amazed how fast this socalled diplomatic foundry was restructured to
create more career opportunities for its alumni,
namely, in the banking sector and journalism,
how new programmes were established.
I remember how I was impressed by
Anatoly Torkunov, the architect of these
transformations. There is one story related to
that. In early 1993, both my colleague German
Ambassador to Russia Klaus Blech and
I received the instruction from our capitals to
hold a joint celebration of the 30th anniversary
of the Élysée Treaty between France and
Germany, but not in the format of a diplomatic
reception. At that time we didn’t quite
understand what was the best way to do it
in Moscow and offered the young MGIMO
Rector an original initiative to hold a seminar
devoted to French-German relations. That’s
how we met. I must say that vivid interest from
the part of Anatoly Torkunov guaranteed us
a true success. For all the participants, it was
a landmark event.

The personal connection which quickly
established between us developed steadily
as the cooperation between MGIMO and
Sciences Po built up. In autumn 1993,
a substantial delegation from Paris headed
by the Sciences Po Director, a prominent

T

orkunov’s
endurance, openmindedness and
creative approach today
still contribute a lot to
the greater prestige
of his country.
political scientist and manager, Alain
Lancelot came to Moscow. The talks
resulted in signing the first agreement
to establish a double-degree programme
between the two universities on October
19th, at the Big Hall of our Embassy. At that
time, we felt that on this solid pedagogical
basis we would lay a new foundation that
would serve the needs of our countries.
Indeed, this innovative step allowed us to
create a unique programme whose 25th
anniversary we celebrated in November
2018 at the National Assembly in Paris,
together with many of its alumni.
Our relations have always been marked
by openness and trust when discussing
any issue concerning the transformation

of the international relations system. We have
met on numerous occasions after my diplomatic
mission in Moscow was over. I primarily recall
our meetings in autumn 2014, right after
the Ukrainian conflict: the situation was indeed
challenging, but our discussion was very open
and sincere.
Years went by, the political situation changed,
but the connection established 20 years ago
remained of the same quality. That’s why when
on May 30th, 2017 President Emmanuel Macron
and his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin
launched the Trianon Dialogue, which Anatoly
and I manage as the Co-Chairs, we were ready
for this unexpected mission. Promoting the more
intensive exchange of direct contacts between
French and Russian civil societies became
a new task. We had to go beyond the established
channels and traditional circles, find a new
audience, use new methods. We expected that
it would require time, resources and skills, but
we knew from the very beginning that perfect
understanding between us and the ability to
work together was already the first step to
success. Anatoly Torkunov is a highly skillful
educator and organizer, having the support
of a very efficient team and a broad network
of university contacts. In my turn, I managed
to engage civic organizations whose potential
sometimes is underestimated and talented
young people with their entrepreneurship spirit
who could become active participants in cultural
projects. For the past three years, we have been
placing a stake on the young generation of our
countries. Our contacts in January 2019 during
the visit of Madame Vidal, Minister of Higher
Education, and the trip to Skolkovo, have become
a great example for me of how we managed to
find new tracks in the long history of cooperation
between our countries.
One can say that Anatoly Torkunov
is a timeless person. His long-lasting
leadership at the university is unique in many
ways. His endurance, open-mindedness and
creative approach, which were especially
necessary during the time of the fast and
challenging transformation in Russia, today
still contribute a lot to the greater prestige
of his country. Taking into account today’s
complete uncertainty, I sincerely wish him
on his anniversary to further refine his art
of dialogue which the world desperately
needs.
# 3 / 20 20 MJ
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ALISHER uSMANOV

(MgiMo, 1976)
Founder of usM Holdings,
Deputy Chairman of MgiMo Board
of Trustees
No. 7 on Forbes’ list of russia’s
richest people

a

natoly Torkunov is a very close
person to me. My parents loved
him, and he respected and loved

them.
For the first time, I met him in 1970,
when I came to the MGIMO Rector’s
office because I believed, and I still do,
that it was unfair not to admit me to
the university. At that time there existed
a quota for the applicants from every
Soviet republic, and I was trying to use
this quota. I got enough points during
the exams to be admitted, but for some
reason, my place was given to another
person who received fewer points. Later,
it turned out that the quota was filled
by the children of the communist party
leadership and the government officials
of Uzbekistan. But that’s another story.
I tried again the next year anyway,
without aspiring to use the quota, and
I entered the School of International Law.
So, I was sitting at the Rector’s front

office, waiting to meet my destiny.
I couldn’t but notice a senior student who
was entering the room. Apparently, he was
working in the admissions office.
Later, we got to know each other better,
we met, for example, in the library, where
we prepared for the classes.
Then I graduated from MGIMO, entered

i

n my understanding,
Anatoly Torkunovis
the person who
shaped the current
image of modern
MGIMO. I believe that
his greatest merit
is in his enormous
contribution to
preserving MGIMO when
the system of education
crumbled in Russia
in the early 1990s.
The Institute survived,
and a wonderful faculty
was kept.

the Ph.D. programme and became
assistant to the Rector Nikolay Lebedev.
By that time, I was already a senior
student, and though Anatoly Torkunov
had already graduated from MGIMO,
our relations were friendly and warm.
I still remember well how we sometimes
met for coffee, discussing the issues that
concerned us.
94
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In my understanding, Anatoly Torkunov
is the person who shaped the current
image of modern MGIMO. I believe that
his greatest merit is in his enormous
contribution to preserving MGIMO when
the system of education crumbled in the
early 1990s. The Institute survived, and
a wonderful faculty was kept.
It happened thanks to Torkunov’s

executive talent as well as his charm
that he skillfully used. And, of course, it’s
not a secret that for many generations
of students he has been like a true father.
That’s why I’m not afraid to overestimate
the role of Torkunov as it’s impossible.
But now the time is coming when he
should prepare his successor, a decent
heir who would preserve what has been

done and keep the vector of the university
development, the one who would strengthen
the MGIMO student brand. That’s what
I wish him.
I would like to congratulate Anatoly
Torkunov on his birthday. First of all, I wish
him good health in our hard times. I wish we
met more often, as lately, we haven’t seen
each other much. We've missed each other.
# 3 / 20 20 MJ
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VLAdIMIR POTANIN

President of interros,
Deputy Chairman of MgiMo’s Board of Trustees
No. 1 on Forbes’ list of russia’s richest people

a

s a graduate of MGIMO
(I graduated from the School
of International Economic
Relations in 1983), I am proud that
under the leadership of Mr. Torkunov,
MGIMO has continued its successful
development as one of the country’s
leading educational centers, becoming
a globally recognized university. Today,
MGIMO’s brand is widely known outside
of Russia, and among its graduates
are major businessmen, ministers
and even presidents of different
countries. Famed politician Henry
Kissinger called MGIMO the Russian
Harvard, and this comparison is truly
apt. For the past decades, MGIMO has
successfully integrated the best modern
educational practices into its activities,
ranging from joint masters’ programs
with international universities to
the establishment of its endowment,
the university’s own powerful
development fund that guarantees its
sustainability in a market economy.
All of these achievements are
inseparable from Mr. Torkunov, his
energy and prolific work as Rector
of MGIMO. I wish him good health,
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H

enry Kissinger
called MGIMO the
Russian Harvard,
and this comparison is
truly apt. for the past
decades, MGIMO has
successfully integrated
the best modern
educational practices
into its activities the
university’s own
powerful development
fund guarantees its
sustainability in a market
economy. All of these
achievements are
inseparable from
Mr. Torkunov.
a long life and new bright ideas that
benefit MGIMO and Russian education
in general.
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“I AM PROud Of OuR RECTOR”

M

y alma mater, which gave
me the profession of an
international lawyer, later
provided me with a second one: thanks to
the institute, I became a philanthropist.
In 1996, I was invited to celebrate
the anniversary of MGIMO. There I met

PATOKH CHOdIEV

(MgiMo, 1976)
Board member of the eurasian Bank, Co-owner of egr
(eurasian resources group) and iMr (international
Mineral resources) companies
Member of the MgiMo Board of Trustees
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with Anatoly Torkunov, revived our
student friendship, and heard a sad story
about our university being on the verge
of collapse. When I asked what should
be done and how I could help, he said
that MGIMO needed its own budget
for development. At that time I decided
to give the money. Since then, Anatoly
calls me the «first philanthropist»
of the institute. But when I transferred
to the university the first 100,000 dollars,
I didn’t care about being first or second.
I just wanted to help.
The first contribution gave the institute
a lot as we agreed that this money

would support the intellectual potential
of MGIMO rather than painting the fence.
Actively growing capitalism "hunted
the heads," taking away the best talent
from the universities, which were
underfunded. But MGIMO managed to
offer competitive salaries. Of course,

M

GIMO is now
at the same
level as leading
universities in Europe
and America, whose
history goes back to
several centuries thanks
to the endowments
funded by the alumni.
I am pleased about it.

when I got more opportunities, I started
giving more. Later, the International
Chodiev Foundation committed to doing
it regularly, funding publishing activities,
providing teachers writing textbooks
with grants, sending students abroad for
internships.
For almost three decades that Torkunov
has been the Rector, he played an
important role in making sure that MGIMO
is now in the top-5 Russian universities
with international ranking. Financial
management plays quite an essential role
in it, too. The landmark year was 2007 when
an endowment was created at MGIMO by
three principal founders and philanthropists
of the university – Vladimir Potanin,
Alisher Usmanov, and your humble servant,
who contributed quite a lot of money. At
that time, few of the alumni responded
to the university's call to support its
endowment; that’s why the Rector asked us
to set the example. Each of us contributed
125 million roubles. Later, all three of us
increased the capital of the endowment
by giving one million dollars each year.
That represented a true qualitative leap
in our support for the university because
we laid the financial foundation, which has
allowed MGIMO to independently plan its
development for many years.
The next qualitative stage happened
several years ago when we set the goal
of making the endowment capital one
billion roubles. As far as I know, now it’s
more than 1.5 billion.
So, our institute is now at the same
level as leading universities in Europe
and America, whose history goes
back to several centuries thanks to
the endowments funded by the alumni.
I am very proud that the MGIMO campus
opened in Tashkent, we didn’t dare to even
dream about it before! Now we can provide
the Uzbek youth with programs developed
by the leader of Russian education. I am
pleased about it.
Anatoly Torkunov turns 70, MGIMO has
just turned 75. I am proud of my alma
mater as well as its Rector!
# 3 / 20 20 MJ
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approached him in hopes that MGIMO
would be one of six universities (Columbia,
Harvard, Oxford, Sciences Po, the Higher
School of Economics National Research
University, and MGIMO) coming together
to train a new generation of specialists from
Europe, Russia, and the United States.
Second, Anatoly Torkunov is as an
educational leader and innovator, he has
been equally important in intellectual
diplomacy. His role, in partnership with
Poland’s former foreign minister, Adam
Rotfeld, in organizing the project bringing
together Polish and Russian scholars
to explore difficult moments in PolishRussian relations in the twentieth century
reflects well his skill in finding ways to deal

a

natoly Torkunov
and myself come
from two
countries whose current
relations are badly torn,
but, when we talk,
the conversation is free
of political clutter, and
he is always looking for
small constructive steps
forward.
RObERT LEGVOLd

Marshall D. shulman Professor
emeritus, Columbia university

W

hat a pleasure it is to have this
opportunity to wish Anatoly
Vasilevich, a much admired
friend, the Happiest 70th Birthday. My
admiration for him has steadily grown
over the years for many reasons. First,
it is not only his strong and effective
leadership of MGIMO, a complex,
multifaceted university, but his creativity
and eagerness to innovate within MGIMO’s
rich program. Seven years ago, when
I raised the possibility of introducing
a joint graduate-level seminar taught
in collaboration with a U.S. university to
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be taught in real time—its particularly
innovative aspect—he eagerly embraced
the idea, and then provided the direct
personal support essential in creating what
is now a flourishing joint program with
the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy
at Tufts University
Joint teaching and research arrangements
with foreign universities, of course, are not
new to MGIMO, given the several hundred
programs already underway with institutions
in sixty-six countries, but this course was
different both in the possibilities it opened
and in what was necessary to organize it, and
he, with his senior team, moved swiftly and
adeptly to meet the challenge.
The same was true, when the organizers
of a new joint university consortium

VIACHESLAV fETISOV

Later, I discovered another quality of his:
the ability to find something in a person
that would stimulate their growth. It is an
important quality for the leader, teacher,
and mentor.
For me, Anatoly Torkunov’s philosophy
met Anatoly Torkunov quite long ago,
is quite clear. As a father, grandfather,
at the beginning of the 2000s. At that time, and the head of a harmonious family, he
I was invited to MGIMO to speak before
understands how important it is today,
the students as the head of the Rossport
at this stage of human development,
Federal Agency. As far as I understood,
characterized by turbulence in everything,
they were interested in my position on the
to find the right words which would
development of the sport, as we were
not provoke confrontation and prevent
working out a special federal sports program. any aggression. This drive for harmony
The desire to communicate was mutual:
reflects another aspect of his multifaceted
I also wanted to speak with the students
personality: he is a brilliant diplomat who
of the coolest university, judging by the young would do everything possible to prevent
people’s aspiration to enter it. MGIMO unites a war with the help of words, arguments, or
extraordinary youth, and it was important for actions.
It’s not by chance that today’s Russian
me to get some feedback from them.
Before the meeting with students, I met
diplomacy, whose ranks are filled with
with Rector Torkunov. After the lecture,
MGIMO graduates, is a particular school
we met again to discuss some issues. I was
that stands apart on the map of global
impressed by his charisma, his remarkable
foreign policy services. And the merit
gift for communication. I was charmed
belongs to Anatoly Torkunov. I see
by him. He appeals to you, and you want
his friendly relations with those who
to discuss something with him regardless
studied with him and today occupy
of the topic.
very high offices in our country and

Famous russian ice-hockey player,
Winner of two stanley cups, member
of the Hockey Hall of Fame
Member of the russian state Duma

i

abroad, the respect shown when
communicating with other alumni
from different countries. The corporate
spirit which he created serves the cause
of peace on the planet, making this
MGIMO spirit stronger is already
a planetary mission.
Under Anatoly Torkunov’s leadership,
MGIMO is a very flexible institution
ready to respond to new challenges.
Let’s take, for instance, my area – sport.
The decision to launch a program
to train sports diplomats is a good
illustration. I am not sure whether
such programs exist somewhere in the
world, but it is imperative: today, we
witness conflicts that destroy the world
of sports, kill the idea behind sports
that aim at uniting rather than dividing
peoples. Once the Olympic Games
emerged as a peacemaking event whose
goal was to stop numerous conflicts and
wars on the planet and find a chance for
peace during the Games. I am sure that
this program will equip the students
with the knowledge necessary to
defend the honor of the Russian sport
in international organizations.

constructively with hard problems setting
countries apart. It is a role he has played so
many times over the years.
And, third, it parallels the important
impact his leadership and presence have
on major international initiatives, such as
the Trianon Dialogue. Here and in the many
other ways his diplomatic and academic
career distinguishes him, it starts with his
personality: his calm and patient strength
combined with respect for others and
a readiness to interact with an open mind.
Anatoly Torkunov and myself come
from two countries whose current
relations are badly torn, but, when we
talk, the conversation is free of political
clutter, and he is always looking for small
constructive steps forward.
# 3 / 20 20 MJ 101
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VLAdIMIR SHAMANOV

Hero of the russian Federation
Colonel-general
Head of the russian state Duma
Defense Committee
I met Anatoly Torkunov in 2000,
at a turning point in my life. After I retired
from the military service, I participated
in the elections for the governor’s office
in the Ulyanovsk region and won, gaining
54% of the vote. In November, I was
in Moscow, where all the governors were
gathered in the Russian President’s
Administration to discuss the electoral
campaign results. A colleague of mine
invited my wife and me for a family event.
That evening I met Anatoly Torkunov,
accompanied by his charming wife Irina.
This autumn, we will be celebrating 20 years
since our first meeting, which grew into
a family friendship. My daughter graduated
from MGIMO a long time ago, but our
friendship only becomes stronger.
Anatoly is a highly professional and very
educated person with an academic mindset.
At the same time, he is very easy-going.
To be in his company is very pleasant
and comfortable. When I need an expert
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a

natoly Torkunov
is a highly
professional and
very educated person
with an academic
mindset. At the same
time, he is very easygoing. MGIMO and him
are inextricably
intertwined. God willing,
this will only improve
the quality of our
diplomacy.
opinion on world politics, which happens
a lot, I turn to him. I should say that few
people know the topic so profoundly as he
does. It concerns not only the relations with
Asian countries, which is his major, but
also Russian-American, Russian-European
relations, and numerous other areas.
But most of the time, we have friendly
meetings, during which we decided to

treat politics and other work-related issues
as taboos. I would rather communicate
with Anatoly and his wife as people who
have a solid cultural background. Irina
is a wonderful musician, Anatoly is good
at reciting poetry, being usually the life and
soul of the party.
To understand the importance of Anatoly
Torkunov’s role as a statesman and a public
person, you should watch TV more often,
where he acts as an expert on the most
burning issues of world politics. You can also
look at the positions to which he was elected
or appointed, or the ones he chose himself
at the bidding of the heart, as a person who
cares about the situation in the country and
the world.
His life’s work should be mentioned
particularly. MGIMO and Anatoly Torkunov
are almost of the same age, products
of the postwar times. Just imagine these
years: the Great Patriotic War had just
finished, the country was in ruins, and
the government, understanding that
the Soviet Union as a leading power that
took over fascism through great hardships
got the leadership back, decided to found
a university for training highly-skilled experts
to develop international relations. And five
years after, a boy named Anatoly was born
in the Torkunov’s family.
Some time would pass, and he would become
a MGIMO student and then a graduate, and
in the early 1990s, in these very tough times
for the country, at the faculty meeting, he
would be elected as MGIMO's Rector, and then
re-elected five more times!
MGIMO and Anatoly Torkunov are
inextricably intertwined. God willing, this will
only improve the quality of our diplomacy.
That’s why my wife Lyudmila and I wish
Anatoly to stay young in his soul, be always
ready for reckless good deeds, maintain
the rating of the leading university in Russia
and the world at the highest level.
I am grateful to Anatoly for signing
an agreement on strategic partnership
between MGIMO and Ryazan Guards
Higher Airborne Command School. Now
the students of our universities sometimes
visit each other and learn from each other. It
is very useful. Glory to the Russian Airborne
Troops and MGIMO!

IGOR KOSTOLEVSKY: “ANATOLY POSSESSES
ENORMOuS wARMTH”
actor, President of the russian National Theater’s golden Mask award

a

natoly Torkunov is a fan
of the theater who loves going
to performances… You know,
I once got the chance to watch him look
at the stage. The situation was thus: He,
his amazing wife Irina and a woman with
her baby were sitting there. And to me,
the look on Anatoly’s face was one of pure
astonishment, exactly like that of a child’s!
He watched the show with such directness
and sincerity. This childlike perception,
this immediacy he has retained is an
amazing quality. If a person manages to
keep his inner child, I think this is truly
wonderful!

o

I have never performed as a diplomat,
but I had to play intelligence officers
–these professions are closely related, by
the way… You know, I would probably not
ask for any advice from Anatoly on how to
play a diplomat. I would want to observe
him for his mannerisms and his qualities:
reserved, delicate, able to listen, see, perceive.
The ability of perception is very important
because by seeing how a person perceives,
you can see how deeply he feels and how
his heart accepts what is happening. And
Anatoly, of course, possesses great warmth.
And he is an amazing listener, not just
interesting to talk to. It is a rare case when it

is interesting to be silent around someone.
This silence sometimes means more than
either you or he would be able to say. And he
knows how to listen to you, which is maybe
why Anatoly has so many friends. As for
students, I know that he pours his soul into
them and cares about them. He is a fantastic
rector.
Finally, Anatoly is an amazing friend, and
if you are ever in trouble, he always comes to
help. I have seen this more than once. I don’t
know how much I help him. He comes to
my shows, and I’m thankful to him for this.
I’m glad I have an audience like Anatoly and
Irina.

ne of Anatoly
Torkunov’s
qualities is his
readiness for unexpected
improvisation. He
immediately comes alive
when someone asks an
unexpected or even
idiotic question. This
reaction is very real and
spontaneous.
Mr. Torkunov is a great diplomat, and
in diplomacy one definitely experiences
these game-like moments. And this feeling
that it is a game amid the seriousness of such
a profession is present in both Sergei Lavrov
and Anatoly Torkunov. Of course, this comes
from his youthful hobbies of the theater and
revues. But I would highlight one of Anatoly
Torkunov’s qualities – which Sergei Lavrov
possesses as well – it is his wonderful restraint,
as well as his readiness for unexpected
improvisation, as I would call it. They both
immediately come alive when someone asks
an unexpected or even idiotic question. This
reaction is very real and spontaneous.
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AdAM ROTfELd:
"TORKuNOV IS RESOLuTE, HONEST, dECENT"
Professor at Warsaw University, former Minister of Foreign Affairs of Poland on the key to
success of diplomat Torkunov

i

n December 2007, I got a call from
Brussels from the re-appointed
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Poland
Radosław Sikorski. He said that during
his meeting with the Russian Minister
Sergey Lavrov, they had decided to create
a new Polish-Russian Working Group

for Difficult Matters. The previous group
consisting of officials from different
ministries of both countries didn’t
live up to the expectations. The new
group should be independent, with its
composition being proposed by the cochairs. The group will primarily include

historians, lawyers, and sociologists from
scholarly and research environments.
I was offered to become the Polish
co-chair. I asked who was the Russian
candidate. ‘Do you know Anatoly
Torkunov?’ ‘I do’, I said and remembered
when in the beginning of the 1990s

a

natoly Torkunov
showed his
personal qualities
of the calm, skillful, and
resolute organizer. As
a result, our relations
in the group were based
on the principles
of professionalism and
expertise.
in Moscow Vladimir Baranovsky (who
at that time was the Doctor of Sciences
and in a few years became a member
of the Russian Academy of Sciences),
a research fellow at Stockholm
International Peace Research Institute
(SIPRI) offered me to meet the MGIMO
Rector Anatoly Torkunov. We met
back then, but we didn’t have a chance
to cooperate. In several weeks after
the Minister's call, Anatoly and I met
at a conference in Brussels, where we
had a substantive discussion about
how to organize the group. I remember
this meeting at a fish restaurant near
the cathedral for several reasons.
My counterpart listed me the names
of prominent Russian scholars, who might
become part of the group, from his point
of view. In my turn, I noted that they
were, without a doubt, world-famous
and respectable. However, they were
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experts in Oriental, American, German,
and French studies. And Torkunov’s
major was the Korean Peninsula. I said
that I didn’t see people who were experts
in relations between Russian and Poland
on this list. Anatoly explained to me
that the times had changed: in the past
Poland was a popular and attractive area
for researchers while now it didn’t arouse
any special interest because it didn’t
offer young scholars fast promotion
in their career. ‘Maybe, you will suggest
somebody?’, he suddenly asked. I took
a napkin and wrote several surnames.
I had never met these people, but I read
their papers. In a couple of days, I received
a call and learned that all of these
researchers were invited to take part
in the group. I realized that I was dealing
with an honest and trustworthy partner.
The first meeting of the group happened
in Warsaw, on June 13th, 2008, in the
backyard of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in the Forsal street. It provoked
a pretty vivid interest and buzz in the
media. The co-chairs were invited for
a talk with the then-President of Poland
Lech Kaczyński. Good advice was given
by Prime-Minister Donald Tusk who took
part in the final part of our meeting.
At that time we managed to agree
on common goals and tasks for the group,
decide on the structure of our future
joint book, and, most importantly, define
the essence of the difficult matters
in Polish-Russian relations. Within
a very short time, we managed to publish
the book White Spots – Black Spots
in Russian and Polish.
For eight years Anatoly Torkunov and
I held numerous workshops in Warsaw and
Moscow as well as in Paris, Vienna, Rome,
Krakow, Gdansk, and others. Our joint
book sparked interest across the ocean,
in the United States, and was welcomed
by the Holy See. As the co-chairs, we met
with Pope Benedict XVI. We were often
asked: "What is the essence and novelty
of your approach?" There has never been
a particular secret, and it couldn’t exist.
In our pursuit of truth, we have realized that
history weighs heavily upon Polish-Russian
relations because of classified and untold

information. That’s why we decided to
recommend to the governments of Poland
and Russia publishing and providing access
for the research community to everything
that was held behind seven seals. After
identifying the most difficult and sensitive
issues, Polish and Russian authors devoted
to them separate chapters, showing

T

he secret behind
Torkunov’s merits
is that even in the
difficult times, he never
loses touch with reality,
which he takes with
a touch of humor.
different national perspectives based on the
same facts.
All of that became possible thanks to Mr.
Torkunov who, since the very beginning
of our work, behaved naturally, never
sought to please or pattern himself
on anyone. He has always been confident,
strict, and well-disposed towards his
employees and respectful towards his
Polish partners. As a result, our relations

in the group were based on the principles
of professionalism and expertise. It
is well-known that the general mood and
environment in all groups, especially
in the international ones, are defined by
their leaders. Anatoly Torkunov showed
his personal qualities of the calm, skillful,
and resolute organizer. He discussed

all the current issues with me on equal
ground, but he had never been overly
familiar with me. That’s how our relations
were shaped. I was comfortable with
that. We achieved the optimum result
in the given circumstances. We never set
the tasks that we couldn’t complete. We
used this historical moment to the fullest,
which allowed us to open new ways for
continuous dialogue as well as involve
in the search of understanding and
consensus the Russian Orthodox Church
and the Polish Catholic Church.
Anatoly Torkunov rightly grasped
the essence of the issues, perfectly organizing
meetings and sessions. His amiability made
a good impression. You could rely on his
reticent and carefully vetted words.
The secret behind Torkunov’s merits
is that even in the difficult times, he never
loses touch with reality, which he takes
with a touch of humor.
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KONSTANTIN REMCHuKOV:
"IT'S THE OPTICS Of TORKuNOV"
Owner and Editor-in-Chief of Nezavisimaya Gazeta

N

early 20 years ago, I was sitting
in the presidium of a meeting
that was rather dull. Next to me
sat Anatoly Torkunov. We had crossed
paths earlier in different formats, but
had never managed to chat. I knew that
he was the Rector of MGIMO, and he
knew I was a Deputy in the State Duma.
Out of boredom, we started to poke
fun at what was happening. I suddenly
discovered that the humor of this person
was very exact and spot-on, but not
malicious. Mine, on the other hand,
was coarser. I later understood that this
properly reflects his character.
At some point in my life, I was interested
in the theory of laughter, and here
is what’s interesting: everything funny
is outside of us, like a clown’s pants falling
down or someone being hit in the head
with a frying pan. But everything fun
is inside of us. Anatoly is a fun person.
Thanks to these defined optics, he sees
something fun in a person or situation
that the rest of us see as common.
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ith his mind and
will, Torkunov
brought MGIMO
into the post-Soviet
reality. He launched
the endowment as
a source of financing
the university’s
important fields of work.
He is so right for the job,
and he loves his
students so much that
we can only admire it.

After this “humorous exchange”, we
immediately started talking and visiting
each other, and we started to become
friends.
It’s very enjoyable to talk with Anatoly.
He is cheerful, witty and funny in a kind

way. My wife says that he is a real
academic, and this is true. He doesn’t
just know an unbelievable amount, but
he also understands human nature, our
strengths and weaknesses. And this
is very important, because many people
know a lot, but not many understand
human nature and how it can mess up our
relationships.
Anatoly is a real friend to me, without
reservations. He is the simplest of all
difficult people and the most difficult of all
simple people. With his mind and will,
he brought MGIMO into the post-Soviet
reality and found ways to keep contact with
graduates. He was the first to use boards
of trustees and supervisory boards to
compensate for market failures. He launched
the endowment as a source of financing
the university’s important fields of work.
Torkunov is a real diplomat; I would say
he is a flawless one. No matter how tense
the negotiation, he always maintains ways
to stay in contact. In this way, I’m not
afraid to say he is an ideal person, both
in friendship and work.
Since MGIMO established its board
of trustees, I have started working there
and coming to the university. I remember
sitting in the rector’s office and hearing
his work conversations, then suddenly
realizing that I had never seen anyone
fight as much for his students and defend
their rights. It’s amazing! HR personnel
and deans come to him and he says,
“Listen, everyone makes mistakes, is it
necessary to treat them like this? No, let’s
wait. If they want to study here, then let’s
give them a chance!”
Anatoly Torkunov is so right for the job,
and he loves his students so much that
we can only admire it. MGIMO students
are the happiest! I have three MGIMO
graduates in my family: my wife, Elena; my
daughter, Varya; and my son, Kolya. Anatoly
Torkunov is loved by the entire family.

ANdREj dANKO

MgiMo Honorary Doctor
speaker of slovak National
Council (2016 –2020)

M

emories of most people we meet
on our path fade away with time.
Some people, however brief your
encounter with them was, you remember
forever.
When I first met Anatoly Torkunov, he
made a life-lasting impression on me.
The man I met was incredibly charismatic,
had a big heart. A man of great knowledge
and experience, he had undoubtfully
brilliant education. That is exactly
the kind of person who should be
at the helm of one of the most prestigious
and reputable universities in the world.
I am proud I can call him a friend, he is an
example in many spheres of life.
From all my heart I wish Anatoly
Torkunov the very best, I wish him good
health, lots of happiness, and cannot wait
to meet again.
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ALExANdER dYNKIN

President, Primakov institute of World economy and international
relations
academician, russian academy of sciences

W

hat is special about Anatoly
Torkunov? What I like
about him, is that he
is a man with a mission. His mission
is MGIMO. Thanks to Anatoly,
the institute got through the tough
90s. Today it is an unmatched liberal
arts university both in Russia. And
in Europe. Without Torkunov’s
dedication, his talent to convince,
his pedagogical gift, his qualities
of a statesman, and a diplomat it
would not be possible. He is indeed
in the right place at the right time.
Over the last decade, MGIMO
boosted its research potential, opened

ALExANdER SHIRVINdT:
“TORKuNOV IS A PARAGON
Of HARMONIOuS wHOLE”

many popular courses. People who
designed new courses and schools
for other universities did so following
the lead of MGIMO. The university
goes forward both as an educational
institution and a research center.
Anatoly has a scientific, humanistic
mindset. He has become a leading

a

natoly Torkunov
is a man with
a mission. His
mission is MGIMO.

global expert on Northeast Asia and
the architecture of the global world
order. His analysis of international
relations is of value both to academia
and the Collegium of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs that he is a member of.
I’ve seen many Russian diplomats
abroad, whose gaze got warmer as they
heard the name of Torkunov. Many,
a great many of them are proud of their
Rector. He deserves a capital ‘R’ in the
name of his office. Not even an office,
but rather a calling.
He is also an incredible, charismatic
and reliable friend. And those are not
just words.

Artistic Director of Moscow Satire Theater on friendship with Anatoly Torkunov

H

ow acutely and frequently you
feel the yearning for harmony
in people these days. How
many times disappointment pierces
you, the moment you take a closer
look at a human being. In my life I got
disappointed so much, it is actually scary.
How many genius physicists turned out
to be boring, morose, taciturn. How many
great actors revealed themselves to be
plain and shallow when you got to know
them closer. How many zealous fighters
for equality in life are henpecked cowards.
And the list goes on. That is why you are
so over the top when you meet on your
path a person of integrity and wholeness.
Among modern people, Torkunov
is a paragon of a harmonious whole.
Handsome, smart, elegant, wise, shrewd.
Well-meaning. This is genuinely what he
is inside, not mere outward appearance.
He is loyal to his friends, and their circle
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remains unchanged no matter the odds.
There are irony and sadness to him,
which is necessary when you care for your
place of service of many years.
If your place of service is a cradle
of a country’s diplomatic elite, you

a

mong modern
people, Torkunov
is a paragon
of a harmonious whole.
simply will not last without encyclopedic
knowledge and a sense of humor. I can
talk endlessly about Anatoly. But I will
limit myself to this: first, I am proud to
be his friend, and, second, I am grateful
that he truly loves theater, not because
he is pressured into loving it. I admire

the beautiful Irina, a true muse for all
Anatoly’s qualities I described above.
Dear Tolya, I am sixteen years and two
months your senior, and I have to bring it
to you, from this seniority high ground:
you are still very young and the future
holds so much for you.
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KAREN SHAKHNAzAROV

Filmmaker, Director general of the Mosfilm studios on artistic features of anatoly Torkunov’s fine diplomacy

i

think it was Alain Resnais, a French
filmmaker, who said answering
the question about the essence
of the work of a filmmaker the following:
"To make a movie, you need to invest
huge efforts, but the main one is to
make sure that the spectator doesn’t see
these efforts."
It seems to me that it corresponds very
well to the style of Anatoly Torkunov.
The work he did when restoring MGIMO
in the 1990s, developing it and putting
it to a new level, looks as if everything
was easy and effortless. In reality, there

and I want to stress that, it felt as if he
didn’t make any.
By the way, this is also part of the talent
of a great artist. There is quite a lot
of artistic in Anatoly; he is an artist by
nature. In general, I believe that fine
diplomacy is an art rather than a science
or bureaucracy. In Anatoly, we have an
artist in diplomacy, and that influences
everything: his behavior and way
of communicating with people. He treats
everyone equally, being extraordinarily
charming, kind, democratic, open. It’s
clear that he is a sincere person. And

talents: first, great intellect, second, truly
profound and multifaceted education.
He is a genuine Russian intellectual with
remarkable managerial skills, willpower,
and ability to achieve his goals.
I don’t know if he finds it flattering
but he is one of the people who belong
to the Soviet diplomatic school, which
was the school of a very high level. Its
distinctive trait was that people in this area
had a perfect cultural background and vast
knowledge. I guess, in this sense, Torkunov
is the product of all the best that was
created by the Soviet diplomatic school. He

a

is backbreaking work behind it. I have
lived enough and worked in different
capacities, including as director
of the Mosfilm studios, and I was
fighting for the studio’s survival almost
at the same time when Anatoly was
fighting for MGIMO, and I should say
it’s extremely difficult. It was practically
impossible to find the money, to
overcome the resistance of bureaucracy.
It seemed that the world was created
not to let you do something good.
I understand the efforts it required, but,
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a person with good humor. All of these
qualities make him appealing not only to
friends but also to people with opposite
views, which is also part of diplomacy:
the ability to win the favor of your
partners and opponents.
It is always very easy, interesting,
and entertaining to spend time with
Anatoly. He is a person with excellent
knowledge; I learn a lot from him. He
is perfectly familiar with every topic:
literature, art, history. He is a theatregoer. Anatoly Torkunov has outstanding

natoly Torkunov
has outstanding
talents: first, great
intellect, second, truly
profound and
multifaceted education.
He is a genuine Russian
intellectual with
remarkable managerial
skills, willpower, and
ability to achieve his
goals. It is always very
easy, interesting, and
entertaining to spend
time with Anatoly. He
is a person with
excellent knowledge;
I learn a lot from him. He
is perfectly familiar with
every topic: literature,
art, history.
is trying to revive it. He turned MGIMO into
a brilliant university, and it’s his great merit.
I have known Anatoly for a long
time, but we became close only several
years ago when I started working with

the Trianon Dialogue, which he heads
from the Russian side. At the Dialogue
events, I had the chance to follow him
closely. I learned that he is a brilliant
diplomat! This is top-class diplomacy
when, on the one hand, you know how to
push your agenda, and on the other hand,
you act based on your principles, never go
back on the principles that you follow as
a person and a professional.
I guess the Trianon Dialogue exists
thanks to his efforts and leadership.
Such events can easily be turned into
mere formalities. I’ve seen a lot of them:
people visit each other, meet, say
something… Anatoly Torkunov made
this dialogue a handy and efficient tool

i

believe that fine
diplomacy is an art.
In Anatoly, we have an
artist in diplomacy, and
that influences everything: his behavior and
way of communicating
with people. All of his
qualities make him
appealing not only to
friends but also to people
with opposite views.

of public diplomacy and rapprochement
between the two countries. I don’t want
to offend our French colleagues, but it’s
primarily Anatoly Torkunov’s merit that it
really works. I sincerely like Anatoly, and
even love him as a person.
What can you wish a person, who
is prominent in all respects and who
is in the prime of life? I know that such
people never settle. I am sure that
Anatoly has a lot of tasks which he would
like to complete, including in his alma
mater, that’s why I wish him good health
and many years of work for the benefit
of our country and our people! Knowing
Anatoly, I am sure that these are not
empty words for him.
# 3 / 20 20 MJ
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I

have the warmest
memories about
the mGimo honorary
doctorate award
ceremony and am
thankful to mr. torkunov
for the decision to grant
me this degree.

AleksAndAr Vučić: "ProfessionAlism
And sincere loVe for youth"
Serbian President on the role of Anatoly Torkunov as a diplomat, educator, and scholar

I

met with Anatoly Torkunov,
a prominent academician, for
the first time in late 2017 in Moscow,
and then in 2019 in Belgrade. Both
meetings during which we exchanged
opinions on various areas of Serbian-
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Russian partnership, and, primarily, new
mechanisms of cooperation in education
and science, were characterized by
extraordinary warmth. I was deeply
impressed by his professionalism,
leadership talent, and sincere love for

youth. In particular, I remember his
manner of having a conversation, which
is very thought-through, calm, polite, but
very specific and to the point.
I have the warmest memories about
the MGIMO Honorary Doctorate

award ceremony and the statement
of Mr. Torkunov on this occasion.
I am thankful to him for the decision
of the Academic Council of the University
to grant me this degree and, thus, allowing
me to join a few statesmen who received
it. I consider this degree to be a privilege,
that’s why it takes a special place on the
walls of my office.
I congratulate my dear friend on his
70th anniversary and sincerely wish him
good health so that he could contribute to
the bright future of the Russian academic life.
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of the university, its fine traditions with
a deep understanding of the modern age
requirements and current trends in education.
MGIMO succeeded in opening new
horizons in training experts in various fields
of international affairs.
From my point of view, an important
achievement of the academician of the RAS
Anatoly Torkunov is stronger scientific
ties with the countries in Eurasia. MGIMO
is considered to be a very prestigious university
in Kazakhstan as a talent foundry not only
for the MFA but for other governmental
institutions and business. Mr. Torkunov
has mentioned on numerous occasions
that the Kazakh student community is one
of the biggest in the university. I am convinced
that MGIMO got lucky to have such a rector.
Being the leader of such a well-known
university, Anatoly Torkunov raised its prestige
in the international community. When
I worked as the UN Under-Secretary-General,
I saw with my own eyes that MGIMO is wellknown as a world-class university. That’s
why I believe that Anatoly Torkunov is an
extraordinary organizer in higher education,
a prominent scholar and diplomat.

kAssym-JomArt tokAyeV:
"Work Adorns PeoPle, And PeoPle
Adorn their times"

President of Kazakhstan and MGIMO graduate wishes Anatoly Torkunov creative energy and
high spirits

MJ: Mr. President, how would you explain
the phenomenon of MGIMO which has
managed to survive a great shift of eras
during its 75-year history, keeping its
unique brand and quality of education
and even enhancing its capacities,
entering the global education market?
The role of Anatoly Torkunov in the
history of the institute can hardly be
overestimated. How would you define it
for yourself?
I believe that it’s primarily the people who
are behind all the universally-recognized
achievements of MGIMO. That’s why we
114 MJ # 3 / 2 0 2 0

A

natoly torkunov
managed to
combine careful
attitude towards the past
of the university, its fine
traditions with a deep
understanding
of the modern age
requirements and current
trends in education.

need to give credit to the unique faculty
that the graduates of all years are rightly
proud of. Anatoly Torkunov became rector
at a watershed moment, in 1992. His main
merit is that he managed to keep and
enhance the high intellectual potential
of MGIMO, turn our alma mater into a global
center for training experts in international
relations. The scientific potential of MGIMO
is also pretty impressive; the papers written
by its scholars are in demand in the world
expert community.
Anatoly Torkunov managed to combine
careful attitude towards the past

MJ: You have known Anatoly Torkunov
for quite a long time. How would you
describe his remarkable human and
business qualities, his administrative
talent?
An extraordinary quality of Anatoly
Torkunov is the devotion to his vocation,
his loyalty to MGIMO. After graduation, he
had an opportunity to start a career at one
of the embassies, but he preferred to do
a Ph.D. at MGIMO and work at the university.
He is known for a deep understanding
of the issue, be it science or organization.
I like his amiable attitude towards people,
which, of course, doesn’t exclude a critical
look at their drawbacks.
MJ: You graduated from the only university
in the world which trains diplomats
and started your career as a diplomat,
specializing in China. In an interview to
our journal, you said that the Chinese have
a wise proverb: "Three feet of ice does not
form in a single day." How would you apply
it to MGIMO?

The Chinese people have a lot of memorable
proverbs, telling about the importance
of patience when it comes to time and stepby-step achievement of ambitious goals.
In this respect I associate MGIMO with
another proverb: "A journey of a thousand
miles begins with a single step." Only hard
work, persistence, and determination can
bring decent results. I note with satisfaction
the high level of foreign language training
at MGIMO, which is still the main supplier
of diplomatic personnel. And this is,
obviously, the merit of the Rector Torkunov.
MJ: MGIMO and Anatoly Torkunov are
inextricably linked and will be linked
in the future. To rephrase the quote
of a poet, ‘We say ‘MGIMO’ – we mean
‘Torkunov’, we say ‘Torkunov’ – we mean
‘MGIMO’’. The institute has become his

A

bout such
personalities as
Anatoly torkunov,
the kazakhs say, “Work
adorns people, and
people adorn their
times.”

life’s work. Maybe, the Kazakhs also have
a proverb that can define these unique
relations? Will you, please, share it with
us?
About such personalities as Anatoly Torkunov,
the Kazakhs say ‘Еңбек — адамның көркі,
адам — заманның көркі’, which means ‘Work
adorns people, and people adorn their times.'
I would like to quote the great Kazakh
enlightener Abai, whose 175th anniversary
we are celebrating this year: ‘They seek truth,
justice and good in the interests of humankind,
for them there is no other joy or satisfaction
in life but their work. Had there been no such
thinkers pursuing the right path, the whole
world would have gone to rack and ruin.
These true savants are the backbone of all that
is wrought by human hand; their minds set
in order everything that is on earth...’ (Abai.
The Book of Words, Word 38th).

MJ: What would you wish Anatoly
Torkunov on his anniversary?
Sure, 70 years is a notable date. But from
the modern perspective, this is the age
of maturity characterized by wisdom. That’s
why I would like to wish him good health,
creative energy, and the implementation of all
of his plans. May his unquenchable optimism
and high spirits serve for the good of future
MGIMO success.
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so well is that we have both experienced
the same difficulties, more or less.
If you ask about the role of Mr. Torkunov
in the advancement of Russia's foreign
policy abroad, then I would say he is one
of Russia's most authoritative specialists
in international relations, and it is no
surprise that the leadership of his country
charged him with leading the Russian side
of the important Trianon Dialogue.
The value of such an initiative is often
defined exclusively by the integrity
and dedication of its participants. Mr.
Torkunov is very committed to this task,
and the success of the Trianon Dialogue

I
thierry de montbriAl

Director of the French Institute of International Relations (IFRI)
The relationship between the IFRI
and MGIMO is as old as IFRI itself,
and it celebrated its 40th year in 2019,
including a celebration with a wonderful
gala dinner in Moscow organized by Mr.
Torkunov.
His personality and competency
immediately made an impression on me.
I think I can say that we became friends
from the very beginning.
I don't think that there is a Western
education professional or university
rector who would have led an elite
institution for 30 years and kept it at such
a level. At the very least, it is unlikely
that there is an equitable comparison
among French universities. There is IFRI,
116 MJ # 3 / 2 0 2 0

of course, but it is not a university.
It's exclusively a research center and
discussion forum, and I can't directly
compare it with MGIMO. Otherwise,
I could tease my dear friend Anatoly,
saying that I have permanently run
the institution I created 40 years ago!
But to speak seriously, I sincerely
admire how masterfully Mr. Torkunov
reformed the university in the 90s, when
the conditions were very difficult. This
was a great and rare success.
I remember well how difficult it was
for Mr. Torkunov, and I'm sure it's not
simple now! Therefore, I would like to
express my respect for him; after all, one
of the reasons we understand each other

don't think that there
is a Western
education
professional or
university rector who
would have led an elite
institution for 30 years
and kept it at such
a level. At the very least,
it is unlikely that there
is an equitable
comparison among
french universities.
is much indebted to him. I want to add
that Mr. Torkunov has a harmonious
combination of the best qualities
of a prominent diplomat, namely
the ability to establish warm and trusting
relations with partners, his honesty
and his consistent defense of Russia’s
interests.
What would I like to wish Anatoly on this
occasion? Because much is being said
about China these days, I have formulated
my best wishes as an enlightened
Chinese person would: I wish Anatoly
a thousand years of happiness, as well as
active efforts for the good of MGIMO and
in the interests of improving the system
of international relations.

"i cAn AlWAys offer you
A Professor’s Position"
Anatoly Torkunov is a wonderful friend, believes Mikhail Shvydkoy, Special Representative
of the Russian President for International Cultural Cooperation

I

t was Galina Volchek,
the Sovremennik Theatre director,
who introduced me to Anatoly
Torkunov. It happened almost 30
years ago at a reception in the German
Embassy. Clearly, they had warm friendly
relations. She even introduced him to
me in the following way: "This is Tolya
Torkunov, a great friend of Sovremennik."
Of course, I heard of Anatoly Torkunov,
however, I couldn’t imagine that he is not
just a great amateur of theater and an art
connaisseur but also an extremely artistic
person by nature.
The reason is not just that MGIMO has
always attracted creative people. In the
Moscow of 1960s-1970s, there were
plenty of rumors about the MGIMO jazzclub and student performances, which
were quoted among the youth. Everybody
knew that at this privileged by Soviet
standards university true creativity was
flourishing.
Everybody heard about the young
poets-diplomats who were interested
in the poetic performances at Taganka
theater. Among them were truly talented
writers. Anatoly Torkunov, as many of his
peers and colleagues, was keen on art.
His wife Irina, who is a professional and
outstanding musician, also contributed
a lot to this passion. What’s even more
important is his understanding that
the job of a diplomat requires artistry,
which cannot be replaced by the deepest
knowledge. Without this creative
approach, the profession turns into a trade.
Maintaining the quality of education
after the collapse of the USSR required
not only usual administrative skills, but
also the understanding of new challenges
of the time. I remember how Anatoly
Torkunov was upset about the fact that
the 1990s alumni didn’t want to follow
the traditional diplomatic way and preferred

I

feeling of regaining my freedom,
Tolya told me: "I can always offer you
a professor’s position."
First majoring in Korean studies and
being the author of numerous papers
on the Korean Peninsula, which are
translated into various languages, he
has encyclopedic knowledge, allowing
him to navigate, among other things,
in the world history and the history
of diplomacy. Anatoly Torkunov knows
for sure that diplomacy, as well as
life, doesn’t tolerate monologs. That’s
why he always maintain a dialog with
business. By the way, thanks to a large extent the world around him and with the time.
to the help of many diplomats, colleagues,
He likes living and working. His
and Anatoly Torkunov’s friends who turned
experience didn’t make him cautious,
into extremely successful businessmen,
while his wisdom is not an obstacle for
MGIMO managed not only to survive
decisive action.
the challenging years but also become what it
Oscar Wilde wrote: "The tragedy
is now and broaden the curricula.
of old age is not that one is old, but that
Anatoly Torkunov is a wonderful friend.
one is young." I am sure that Anatoly
When I lost my job again, having a tragic
Torkunov will be able to deal with this.

n torkunov’s
understanding,
the job of a diplomat
requires artistry, which
cannot be replaced by
the deepest knowledge.
Without this creative
approach, the profession
turns into a trade.
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konstAntin ernst: "torkunoV is one
of the smArtest PeoPle in this city"
Konstantin Ernst, CEO of Channel One, Russia’s biggest media company, has known Anatoly Torkunov for almost
a quarter of a century.
“We met long before Mr. Torkunov became Chairman of the Board of Channel One, nothing extraordinary, we
attended a meeting together. I can’t share any special story here: I didn’t save him from a burning plane, he didn’t
ransom me for the Taliban… We just liked each other at the personal level, and started to invite each other to
events, go to each other’s places, spend time with families together.”
MJ: Quite often people in this kind
of office are just figureheads, but it
is impossible for Anatoly Torkunov to
just sit idly by.
You are right. But Anatoly Torkunov was
appointed to his position at Channel One
by the President of Russia. The President
put his trust in Mr. Torkunov because
he is the person who understands
the significance of TV both politically and
education-wise. Being both a diplomat
and a professor, he possesses a number
of qualities that come in handy for his
work as Channel One’s Board Chair.
MJ: Speaking about education, it is no
secret that young people no longer
watch TV. MGIMO undergraduates are
no exception. They are pretty savvy
when it comes to information.
Young people do watch TV but on the
Internet. They do know all the top
shows and series. Don’t they watch Ivan
Urgant’s show (high-rating Late Night
Show Urgant – MJ)? That’s the show
they do on Channel One. Or The Voice?
They may not watch the show when it’s
broadcasted on TV. But a TV channel is not
a transmitter on a tower. A TV channel
is content, created by a team of people.
And in this case, we are talking about
a team of a TV channel, whose Board
of Directors has had Anatoly Torkunov as
its Chair for almost a decade.
MJ: The majority of MGIMO graduates
know very little about this side of our
rector’s career. What do meetings
of the Board look like?
We send him documents for review, he
calls me, asks his questions, then he
118 MJ # 3 / 2 0 2 0
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natoly torkunov
was appointed to
his position
at channel one by
the President of russia.
the President put his
trust in mr. torkunov
because he
is the person who
understands
the significance of tV
both politically and
education-wise.
comes here, takes a seat at the head
of the table…
MJ: Does he bring Tork tissues with
him? (Points at a Tork tissue pack). Or
you purposefully plant it here to flatter
him?
(Laughs) Oh, my! I never really paid
attention, of course, it’s a coincidence…
Anyway, he takes his seat and leads
the meeting, listens to reports, asks
questions, then there is final decisionmaking, drafting letters to some
government bodies or reviewing
what’s been done to the date. Anatoly
Torkunov is a unique person, if he does
something, he gives it his 100 percent,
he is thorough and professional. You
know, we have this one board member
who always excuses himself, because
he is so busy, and always asks to vote
by proxy, though all board members

lead busy lives… Torkunov never uses his
tight schedule as a reason to be absent,
he is always there. When the channel
has problems, be they of economic or
housekeeping nature, he always brings
initiatives that can help to the attention
of authorities. Most importantly, he
never abuses his office at Channel One
for the sake of MGIMO. He is a top-notch
Board Chair.
MJ: Were there any heated discussions,
differences of opinions, that he had to
find a way out of?
Of course. And Torkunov is very
diplomatic, he does it with great finesse.
We have many situations like that, a lot
of different people on the Board. As
the Chair, Torkunov has two votes that
he can use to tip the balance to this or
that side, and his decision is always wise.
He is Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary; we all love and deeply
respect him. And his power on the Board
is limitless.
MJ: Do you remember a time when he
disagreed with the channel’s plans? You
have a poster of the School (Shkola)
series by Valeria Gai-Germanika on the
wall. The series did get controversial
reviews from educators.
Yes, we talked about this show with him,
he expressed his doubts. But then he
heard our line of reasoning for having
the series and agreed with it. Given
the current media landscape, and I’m
saying that with regret, you can only
attract attention to important topics with
‘hype’ as young people say, that is with
something extravagant and loud. If you

speak under your breath, you risk not to
be heard at all.
In the overwhelming majority
of the cases, Anatoly Torkunov supports
us. His support was especially valuable
during the 2014 Winter Olympics
in Sochi. It was a rather difficult period –
we worked under a lot of pressure,
financially and time-wise. Let me tell
you, Anatoly Torkunov is a true friend,
the one you can rely on. He is one
of the truly smart people in this city. And
let’s be honest, this new MGIMO is what
he created in the last thirty years.
MJ: Has he ever shared some ups and
downs of MGIMO with you?
We talk over the phone pretty
frequently, and he tells me about
the university’s successes, sometimes he
shares some concerns because he really
cares, sometimes he says some issues
simply cannot remain unaddressed any
longer. And we cover some problems

R

ussia is a great
country, and great
people, like
Anatoly torkunov, will
never let it fall, they all
will be there in their time
to save their
motherland.
in education at his initiative too, but only
if they are genuinely relatable across
the country and do not concern MGIMO
only. I cannot stress enough that he never
abuses his position, he keeps a perfect
sense of proportion and moderation.
MJ: Several MGIMO graduates work for
Channel One, how are they different?
They are people well-versed in languages,
politics, and history. You never need to
explain anything to them, simply tell

them what is there to be done, their
alma mater has equipped them with all
the skills necessary.
MJ: Any wishes to Anatoly Torkunov
on his anniversary?
To me, he is a person who led MGIMO
in the turbulent 90s, after the collapse
of the Soviet Union and new Russia
was still extremely weak. Together with
a group of strong people coming from
various spheres of life he did everything
to bring back the country’s dignity and
strength. Russia is a great country, and
great people will never let it fall, they all
will be there in their time to save their
motherland.
It is hard to wish something to a person
who possesses all the qualities others
should aspire to develop. I wish Anatoly
Torkunov one thing – health, everything
else – wisdom, intelligence, nobility, and
understanding of what should be done –
he has already.
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Chairman of Ferring
Pharmaceuticals
Honorary Consul General
of the Russian Federation
in Switzerland

T

dAVid ioseliAni

Academician, Russian Academy
of Sciences
Cardiologist

I

can speak at length about what
a prominent organizer, diplomat, and
scholar Anatoly Torkunov is. However,
it is more important for me to say what
people not close to him don’t know –
that he is an incredibly kind person with
a good heart.
I know it for sure because I am lucky to
be a part of his close circle. We met almost
30 years ago, in the early ‘90s. Back then
I was pretty close with Evgeny Primakov,
future Prime Minister of Russia. Gradually,
we made more friends, more people joined
our group, we now had our company –
quite a distinguished fellowship, I’d say.
Anatoly Torkunov was one of them.
Sometimes we would travel together.
Once we went to Vilnius, Lithuania. We
were warmly welcomed, spent some lovely
time with our friends. On our second day,
the plan was to go hunting. I noticed that
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he gamekeepers
were driving game
to the hunters.
And suddenly – a shot.
We were startled to find
out it was Anatoly who
fired his rifle. he said he
didn’t mean it. maybe he
didn’t. first, we all were
slightly lost, but then we
got it all and burst out
laughing. evgeny
Primakov smiled, “there
we are, Anatoly’s gone
Greenpeace.”

Anatoly wasn’t exactly happy with that,
but the team spirit was important for him,
he didn’t want to spoil the trip for others.
We were guests, after all.

The next day, early in the morning,
they took us to hunting grounds, we were
given rifles. There it was: our shooting
party assumed its positions; gamekeepers
were driving game to the hunters. And
suddenly – a shot. We stopped in our
tracks – a shot meant an end to the hunt,
game scattered in all directions. We were
startled to find out it was Anatoly who
fired his rifle. He said he didn’t mean it.
Maybe he didn’t, but somehow, we all
thought he did it on purpose. He didn’t
want to sabotage the shooting party,
of course, but he couldn’t be a part
of entertainment that cruel. First, we all
were slightly lost, but then we got it all
and burst out laughing. Evgeny Primakov
smiled, “There we are, Anatoly’s gone
Greenpeace.” The story ended with
some proper eating and drinking, but
‘Greenpeace’ stuck with Anatoly. It was
meant as a joke, really, but that situation
showed that Anatoly was a peaceful, kind
person with a good heart, and hunting
simply went against his nature.

wenty years ago, the Russian
polar explorer Artur Chilingarov,
whose daughter is an MGIMO
graduate, introduced me to the rector
of the institution, Anatoly Torkunov.
I knew about the serious problems
the university was facing during
that period, and the determination
of the rector to bring the institution
out of this difficult situation made
a strong impression on me. We had
several meetings, during which was
born the idea of using fundraising for
this purpose. The MGIMO Endowment
was later formed, the first of its kind
in Russia.
Twenty years later, I still admire
the enterprise of Anatoly Torkunov
and his successful innovative actions.
As a supporter of the university,
it's important to me that I feel sure
that the endowment’s resources are
used for the good of the university.
Under the leadership of Anatoly
Torkunov, I have no doubts about this.
The dynamic development of MGIMO
and its growth as an educational
institution is clear evidence
of the success achieved under this
prominent rector.
They say that MGIMO is an elite
institution. This turns out to not be
true as soon as you meet Anatoly
Torkunov, who is a humble, pragmatic
leader devoted to education and deeply
caring about his students. This attracts
partners, and students like it as well;
in fact, it's the university's main asset.
I'm glad to donate to the development
of MGIMO, as well as to
the organization of the university’s
celebratory events. I’m happy to
personally take part in honoring its
achievements and working towards its
future success.
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Chairman of the Board of Directors of ADV Group
Member of the MGIMO Board of Trustees

I

t's difficult to overestimate
the individual contribution Anatoly
Torkunov has made to the evolution
of MGIMO. He's a genuine visionary,
and his unique intuition coupled with
his professional skills have always
helped him to pick the best direction for

fAther iGor

Dean, Church of the Holy Reverend Prince Alexander Nevsky, MGIMO

L

ooking back at the history
of the Church of Alexander Nevsky
at MGIMO, I remembered that it
has been 15 years since Orthodox faculty
members and students of MGIMO started
the parish of the Holy Reverend Prince
Alexander Nevsky with Patriarch Alexy II’s
blessing. Rector Torkunov headed the group
at their meeting with the Patriarch.
I distinctly remember the meeting
in the Rector’s office that discussed
a temporary church for our parish. Many
wished to participate in the construction.
The discussion was quite heated: how do we
built it, what materials do we use? At some
point I realized that I, a person responsible
for the church, its dean, am giving in to
some strangers, I didn’t understand
what their intentions were, to help or to
line their pockets? Their words sounded
122 MJ # 3 / 2 0 2 0
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ector torkunov
would come to
the church’s
construction site, ask
some pin-point
questions. but do you
know, what made me
happy the most? that he
did not simply check
a plot of land that he
was responsible for, it
was something bigger –
building his relationship
with lord…

artificial to me. It was Anatoly Torkunov
who dispelled all the doubts, when he
stood with us and not with the builders,
and trusted us to make decisions
concerning the design of the church and
the construction process. And the parish
did not let him down.
I was pleased that during construction,
Mr. Torkunov took it one step further
than just inquiring how it was going, he
would actually come to the construction
site, ask some pin-point questions. But
do you know, what made me happy
the most? That he did not simply check
a plot of land that he was responsible
for, it was something bigger – building
his relationship with Lord, though that
is, if you’ll excuse me, a very personal
matter…

the development of the university and to
develop specialists with the fundamental
knowledge and practical skills needed for
the most in-demand positions these days.
The ability to not just follow a profession
but to bring something of their own to
it, or to even create something entirely
new, is a distinct feature of all MGIMO
graduates.
And of course, our company is glad to
actively help Mr. Torkunov give students

the opportunity to achieve their creative
potential and expand their horizons,
especially when it comes to the digital
economy and artificial intelligence,
which we are promoting at MGIMO.
I wish Anatoly Torkunov many active
years, happiness, well-being and
future academic successes. May his
professional knowledge and experience
henceforth facilitate the further
development of our alma mater!

A

natoly torkunov
is a genuine
visionary, and his
unique intuition coupled
with his professional
skills have always
helped him to pick
the best direction for
the development
of the university and to
develop specialists with
the fundamental
knowledge and practical
skills needed for
the most in demand
positions these days.
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distinguished scholar and the leader
is bridging both Asia and Western
scholarship.
‘Well balanced’ is the most important
feature of the historians, and this
description fits perfectly the academic

‘W

ell balanced’
is the most
important
feature of the historians,
and this description fits
perfectly the academic
personality of Anatoly
torkunov. his balancing
word in all judgements
and evaluations
is convincing for most
topics.

nobuo
shimotomAi

Faculty of Law and Politics
Hosei University, Tokyo,
japan
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natoly and i both
share a passion
for a dialog as
a tool that transforms
the impossible into an
opportunity. eventually,
that is the essence
of diplomacy.

L

ate fall 2000, Anatoly Torkunov
published a book Zagadochnaya
voina on the Korean War, and
Ambassador Panov presented it in the
Russian Embassy in Tokyo. I had already
bought this book and had already made
a short introduction to the newspaper
Asahi on the novelty of this book. By then
Cold War was referred to basically as
a European phenomenon and “Asian Cold
War” was less researched, but Torkunov‘s
book opened a new phase. Russian
historical archives also provided new
materials on the Cold War and allowed
to look at it from a new perspective.
After that Japanese, Korean, the US and
Chinese historians began to use Russian
sources for the Asian Cold War. I also made
a small contribution on the impact of 1956
on DPRK politics that was translated
into Russian and published at MGIMO,
thanks to the translation by Japanologist,
professor Strelitsov.
In the past twenty years Japanese
academicians and journalists began
to visit MGIMO every year thanks to
the support of Academician Torkunov.
This academic exchange produced fruitful

S

ome people fascinate you with their
intelligence, vast knowledge, and
open-mindedness. Others have this
special gift of contemplating, analyzing,
and understanding a constantly changing
world. Some people captivate you, whom
you trust from day one. Anatoly Torkunov
is the embodiment of all three types. He
is unthinkable without a smile and a subtle
joke, but he is also a prominent manager
and scholar.
Anatoly is a friend, but more than that
we both share this understanding of how
difficult, complex, and, indeed, crucial
is the work of diplomats. It is not even
an understanding, but rather a passion
for a dialog as a tool that transforms
the impossible into an opportunity.
Eventually, that is the essence of diplomacy.
As a graduate and an Honorary Doctor
of MGIMO myself, I’m happy to wish
Anatoly Torkunov a happy 70th anniversary.

N. Shimotomai and A. Panov, Head of MGIMO Diplomacy Department

products, including the “Parallel history”
project devoted to the Russian-Japanese
bilateral relations in the past 170 years.
Traditionally international politics
and international relations used to be
the products of Westphalia system and
was essentially oriented to the Atlantic
world. But by the 21st century ‘pivot Asia’
is accelerating globally, and without
taking into account Asian and Eurasian
dimensions, world economy, politics
and science cannot be fully appreciated.
Academician Torkunov as a Russian

personality of Anatoly Torkunov. World
politics is now more evaluated by
‘word’ politics. His balancing word in all
judgements and evaluations is convincing
for most topics, even such heated topics
of bipolarity and cold war topics – old and
new. In Valdai, I sometimes came across
cases when even the most antagonistic
orators hear his opinion carefully. I hope
his historical and at the same time
contemporary tradition of scholarship will
prevail for a long time in the international
discourse.

irinA bokoVA

(MGIMO, 1976)

Director-General,
UNESCO (2009-2017)

His biography is also the story of several
decades of MGIMO. Once an institute, and
now a university, MGIMO has always been
a prestigious school that trained foreign
affairs professionals, known and respected
both in Russia and in the world. In most
international ratings today MGIMO is in the
top 5 leading Russian universities. That,
I believe, is Anatoly Torkunov’s major
accomplishment. I’m genuinely glad that
MGIMO ranks 8th among the best universityaffiliated think tanks in the 2019 report
of Global Go To Think Tank Index, which
is very impressive. This became possible
first of all thanks to Anatoly Torkunov’s
leadership, dynamism, and strategic vision.
Happy Birthday, dear Anatoly!
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genuine politician, a person who devoted
his life to a cause. They usually call such
people 'workaholics.' They do not have
time for rest. The word 'giant' speaks for
itself. People, who can be described in this

T

hey say we do not
get to choose
the times we live
in; the times choose us.
it is fully applicable to
Anatoly torkunov. he
became mGimo’s
rector almost thirty
years ago, and i believe
it was a momentous
event.

VlAdimir resin

Member of the Russian State Duma,
Advisor to the mayor of Moscow

T

dmitry medVedeV

Deputy Chairman of the Security
Council of the Russian Federation

A

ugust 26th marks the 70th birthday
of Anatoly Torkunov, Rector
of the Moscow State Institute
of International Relations, a well-known
diplomat, a strong administrator and
a talented teacher and academic. Anatoly
Torkunov is a man who enjoys great
prestige among a wide variety of people
around the world. He became the head our
dear university at the turn of this era, when
our country's diplomatic service had a great
need for specialists able to stand firm for
the international interests of the new
Russia. Anatoly Torkunov has effectively
guided it over a stretch of several decades.
It is mostly thanks to Mr. Torkunov that
MGIMO has developed into one of the most
prestigious and up-to-date academic
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t is mostly thanks to
mr. torkunov that
mGimo has
developed into one
of the most prestigious
and up-to-date
academic institutions
in our country.

institutions in our country. The university
is actively introducing modern educational
programs and conducting serious academic
research. Graduates of MGIMO still provide
the basis of Russia’s diplomatic corps and

successfully work in many fields.
Mr. Torkunov himself does not simply
endow students with knowledge but
teaches them to be diplomatic in any
situation. Anyone who has heard his
lectures respond with deep gratitude to
his skills and erudition.
What distinguishes him, regardless
of the celebratory figures, is the desire
to move forward and to be open to
everything new. For MGIMO, which
must always be responsive to changes
in our country and the world, this quality
is especially valuable, and there are still
more significant achievements ahead.
I wish Mr. Torkunov good health, wellbeing and success in every endeavor from
the bottom of my heart.

hey say we do not get to choose
the times we live in; the times
choose us. It is fully applicable
to Anatoly Torkunov. He became
MGIMO’s Rector almost thirty years
ago, and I believe it was a momentous
event. I watched how the university was
changing and expanding its capacities,
how new buildings were constructed.
I want to specifically mention
the construction of the church for
MGIMO students and faculty, initiated by
Anatoly Torkunov and Patriarch Alexy.
In fact, it was the second church under
the auspices of a university in modern
Russia. This tradition had not been followed
for a hundred years after the Russian
revolution of 1917. The church was named
after Saint Alexander Nevsky, and it was
the second church under the patronage
of a university (after the one at MSU).
The MGIMO Rector received the highest
decoration of the Orthodox Church for this
endeavor.
Anatoly Torkunov has gone through
these years as a meteor (thirty years have
passed so quickly!) but left a trace: the bells
are pealing, the university is flourishing,
its graduates are in demand in Moscow,
in Russia, and abroad, finding a job not only

in diplomacy but in other areas, too. I know
a lot of MGIMO alumni working as public
servants, in the government of Moscow,
and in construction, which is my field.
Conventionally, people list
the qualities and merits of the man who
is celebrating an anniversary, but not
being a sentimental person, I am used to
speaking briefly. For me, Anatoly Torkunov
is a giant. He is a true academician, scholar,

way, can be counted on the fingers of one
hand. This stability and success are his
achievements and the product of his great
work and forward-thinking.
New times pose new questions. They
should be responded without a backward
glance, only by creating something
new. Anatoly Torkunov will benefit a lot
the university, the students whom he
rigorously protects, and our country.
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VlAdislAV tretiAk

Famous Soviet ice hockey
goaltender,
Member of the Hockey Hall of Fame
President of the Ice Hockey
Federation of Russia

AlexAnder
kArelin

Member of the State Duma
of the Russian Federation
Three-time Olympic
champion, classic wrestling

I

met Mr. Torkunov at the Alexander
Gorchakov Public Diplomacy Fund,
where we did most exciting projects.
This work really highlighted his gifts,
those of a diplomat and a very demanding
organizer.
He is a true professional, and also great
company because he has such a broad
knowledge and this special way of entwining
anecdotes and intellectual jokes into his
speech. The result of Torkunov’s work
is the high reputation of MGIMO. One
of the university’s landmark projects
was the work that a team of MGIMO’s
faculty members and students did at Mr.
Torkunov’s initiative for the Festival of Youth
and Students held in Sochi in 2017. As
an attendee, I’d say it was a magnificent
adventure, full of fun events, meetings,
main didactical targets were met too, guests
of the Festival saw a welcoming Russia,
experienced our culture and traditions. I wish
academician Torkunov to remain true to
himself – be strict and cheerful, full of life
and demanding, a man of principle, always
open to a conversation. And on top of that –
I wish him good health and grateful students.
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A

natoly and I were born almost
in the same year: he was born
in 1950, and I was born in 1952.
When we meet, we have something
to talk about and recall. When I was
the goaltender of our national team
during the legendary Canada–USSR
Super Series in 1972 when the whole
country was glued to the TV sets, millions
of Soviet people cheered for us, and
among them was Anatoly Torkunov. He
told me very emotionally how all of his
family cared, rejoicing our goals and
victories.
As far as I know, he graduated from
MGIMO right in 1972, where he studied
to become a diplomat. At about the same
time, I was entrusted with being
the main goaltender of the national
team. At that time, the newspapers
called us, the athletes, the ambassadors
of the Russian sport. So, I also was
a diplomat in a sense. It makes us very
similar because during all of these decades
Anatoly and I worked for one big cause
in the interest of our state: we worked
to achieve peace in the world and allow
people to communicate and be friends.
Recently, everybody has started to forget
about it, but today’s situation in the world
and around our country is such that we
again need to unite in the fight for peace,
as they said earlier.
By the way, we, the athletes, have already
united with MGIMO, if I may say so: not
long ago the university has started to train
sports diplomats. It is especially important
now when the West is stirring up a doping
scandal. We need well-trained people,
talents, who are ready to protect the country
and our athletes who face such issues. One
thing is when a professional lawyer or an
attorney does it, whose words are not that
convincing in the sports world. Another
thing is when it’s done by a three-times
Olympic or world champion with a MGIMO
degree and special knowledge in law.

If you ask me what role Anatoly would
play in an ice-hockey team, I would say:
he is not a forward, not a defenseman,
and not even a goaltender. He would be
a fantastic coach, maybe, even a playercoach. This role is the closest one to
the rector’s position. The goal of a coach
is to build up a good team. By his own
example, his attitude and moral principles,
he maintains discipline, order, and hard
work among players. Because it is him, not

I

n an ice-hockey team,
i would say, Anatoly
would be a fantastic
coach, maybe, even
a player-coach. this role
is the closest one to
the rector’s position.

the players, who would be responsible for
the result, for the victories. On the other
hand, he also takes all the responsibility for
failures and mistakes. Anatoly Torkunov
has created a team in MGIMO that would
have big victories if to use the sports
metaphor. In this sense, I can compare
him with the great coach and innovator
Anatoly Tarasov. Even Anatoly Torkunov’s
professorial demeanor reminds me
of Anatoly Tarasov.

When we meet, I am always impressed
with how familiar Anatoly is with my sport.
It is delightful because you don’t always
expect an academician, a person with
fundamental knowledge in arts, to know
so much about hockey. As a professional,
I respect professionals in all areas. Anatoly
Torkunov is an expert in his area, who made
his university, MGIMO, the leader in Russian
education recognized in the whole world.
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working, writing, reading. He wrote one
Ph.D. thesis, then the second one, books.
And he always buys books. At the bookshop
on Arbat street, they know him and love him.
Every time he comes home with another
suitcase full of books, he says: ‘Just imagine,
girls in the shop offered me these books
that they chose, saying that I will find them
interesting.’ He also reads using his iPad,
buying new e-books while traveling, looking
for new publications. I don’t understand how
he manages to read them all. I also read a lot,
but I can’t keep up with Anatoly.
As the years go by, Anatoly has become
wiser and more tolerant. When a smart
person grows older, he gets wise, as
his intelligence is accompanied by life
experience, challenges (sometimes, very
serious ones), as all of us have them:
sometimes, we have to jump over the pits,
sometimes, we have to climb mountains.

A

natoly has a lot
of decorations,
including foreign
ones, but the most
important of his prizes
is the relations with
friends and mGimo
alumni.

Anatoly Torkunov and his family.

irinA torkunoVA
Wife

I

have spent all of my life with Anatoly,
I almost don’t remember myself
without him. We met when we
were students. Finishing my studies
at a musical school under the auspices
of the conservatory, I was preparing to
enter Gnesin Institute, while he had just
returned from South Korea. We married by
the end of my first year of studies and by
the first year of Anatoly’s Ph.D. Three years
after our Katyusha was born.
Anatoly is a very kind person. It seems to
me that he was born this way, being kind
towards all people. I don’t remember any
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action he took that was not determined by
his kindness. I have never heard him say 'no'
to people when it was possible to say 'yes',
even if he is very busy or it’s inconvenient.
When Anatoly learns that something terrible
happened to a person, he never says ‘I’m
sorry’. He prefers ‘What can I do to help?’
That’s what his proactive kindness looks like.
Anatoly is unbelievably well-read. If he
knows an area, he knows it thoroughly. It
concerns not only his professional life but
many fields. For example, he knows a lot
about theatre, not only the modern one
but the whole history of Russian and Soviet
theatre, stages of development of directors,
actors, their roles.
Anatoly is fantastically hardworking. He
is at his desk even during the weekends,

It happens that significant challenges
break down the life of a lot of people. Some
of them give up, and do it… how to put it…
in the wrong way, humiliating themselves,
though I know that it’s not a very nice thing
to say. I don’t remember that Anatoly did
it in this way, he always tried to overcome
difficulties with dignity, which made him
stronger. I would say he is a quality person,
although it might not be the right word
that you can use describing a person but
he is definitely of the highest quality. He
has a lot of decorations, including foreign
ones, but the most important of his prizes
is the relations with friends and alumni.
I have always been proud of my husband.
Regardless of his social status, I have always
been proud of him.
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Nobody now remembers who exactly came up with the idea of going
rafting to Siberia in summer. Most likely it was Yuri Isakov (ambassador,
worked with Sergey Lavrov in New York for a long time). Originally from
Bashkortostan, he knew local rivers, navigated them before.

A

group of MGIMO students, who
became friends in a student
construction brigade, loved
the idea. Apart from Isakov and
Lavrov, there were Andrey Bugrov (Senior
Vice President, Norilsk Nickel), Mikhail
Nemoytin (businessman), Andrey Denisov
(Russia’s ambassador to China), Andrey
Terekhov (international journalist, a longtime UN staff member), Victor Konnov
(former head of the Chinese branch
of Rossotrudnichestvo), Alexander Malinin
(Director of Brillianty ALROSA), and Yuri
Kobaladze, who joined the group later
(retired SVR general, MGIMO professor).
For quite a while they rafted on calm
rivers with few riffles, before switching
on to the Katun river.
The Katun originates on the southern
slope of the Katun Ridge, at the Gebler
glacier’s southern toe in the central part
of Siberian Altai. The Katun river has 254
tributaries, rapids are intense in the middle
section, while the lower part reminds
more of a steppe river. Coming together
with the Biya to the south-west of the city
of Biysk, it forms the Ob, one of the largest
rivers in Siberia.
There are several theories about the origins
of the word Katun, but all of them boil down
to one semantic meaning. The locals call
the river Kadyn-Suu. Kadyn means queen,
khan’s wife. In the Yakut language, there
is a word khotun that means mistress, noble
lady. An ancient Turkic khatun means
mistress, princess, and is closely associated
with names of geographical objects –
mountains, rivers, etc.
It’s been almost fifty years since they first
went rafting. What is it? A hobby, a break
from hustle and bustle of the international
arena?
“It is,” says one of them, but asks us out
of modesty not to mention his name, “It
is a hobby we bonded over, grew closer. It
is a combination of sport and leisure that
we all enjoy. It’s not a resort or a holiday
residence, you are rafting on a difficult
132 MJ # 3 / 2 0 2 0

river with plenty of rapids. It’s an extreme
sport. Still, instead of spending two weeks
at the Black Sea coast, we go rafting.
Everything can happen there – I broke my
leg once.
Sergey Lavrov was a pillar of the "rafting
movement" before he became minister.
"He's always been very athletic, with good
stamina,” says other member of the rafting
group, who also prefers to stay unnamed
out of modesty, “He’s still like that – lean

“I

t is a hobby we
bonded over,
grew closer.
A combination of sport
and leisure that we all
enjoy. Not a resort
or a holiday residence,
you are rafting
on a diﬃcult river with
plenty of rapids. It’s an
extreme sport.”

and sinewy. When we go on rafting trips,
he is responsible for the campfire, he likes
hard work. He could single-handedly fell
a dead tree, saw it into logs, and start a fire.
Sometimes with a single match!”
He even has a nickname – Moose,” says
another anonymous rafter,
"Who gave it to him? I don't know.
I remember us sitting in the shadow by
the riverbank and watching him chopping
wood. You know, after you stayed up all
night, sang songs, had a couple of drinks,
you wake up early – to sit back and relax.
And Lavrov is there swinging his ax – it's
time to cook food for everyone. And
someone muttered, “Just look at this
moose.”
When it comes to rafting, Minister
is on a par with professional athletes.
“There’s this section of the river –

Photos by Andrey Terekhov

lAVroV's 50 yeArs
of rAftinG
Sergey Lavrov's diplomacy is maneuvering in white water of global politics, overcoming
rapids of potential conﬂicts. What is the secret of his success? Is it water rafting that Lavrov
has been practicing for 50 years on fast Siberian rivers?
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the Yuvinskye Rapids, that we had
run before. But that time, it caught us
completely unawares, and the guide we
had was somewhat careless. There were
too many of us on a raft, ten, I think. When
we hit the rapids, the raft smashed in two –
washers that held together the raft’s metal
frame shattered, with what’s left of them
whooshing through the air – miraculously
we all made it in one piece… Lavrov
and Malinin, our captain, had to use an
inflatable liferaft, because they were

the most experienced, and let me tell you,
hitting a rapid on this liferaft… you’ll need
some real guts. They dashed so hard against
white water! They couldn't get off the raft
when they reached the bank, the current
was extremely strong. Lavrov broke his
toe, but didn’t even realize it – didn’t make
much of the pain he felt, and just went
on with it for the next two weeks.”
Lavrov injured this foot one more time
on another trip. He tripped (“It was
dark, we were all tired, cooked dinner
on fire.”) over a boiling pot of khash
(popular Caucasian soup – editor’s note)
and got scalded. We had to get him to
the hospital. White water, however,
poses the greatest danger on rafting
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trips. Anything can happen. “But that
is the whole point of rafting. You know
it’s dangerous and you’re constantly
on alert. Water can sweep you off the raft,
the river is unpredictable. A blink of an
eye and you are in the water. We’ve seen
memorials to those who lost their lives to
the river, who were not in luck. The Katun
is a challenging river, class four or five
on the one-to-six river difficulty scale. It’s
important to be careful, we wear helmets
and vests. What you really don’t want to

“O

n rafting
trips,
anything
can happen. But that’s
the whole point
of rafting. You know it’s
dangerous and you’re
constantly on alert.
We’ve seen memorials
to those who lost their
lives to the river, who
were not in luck.”

do on a raft is to let go of your paddle.
To avoid losing paddles, guides scout
rapids from the shore before attempting
a run.” The difficulty of the river depends
on its water abundance, and that changes
year on year. The same spot can look
differently – last year there was a clear
channel and you passed it, without hitting
a single rock, but this year the water level
is low, and there’s a whirlpool there.
Water abundance depends on the
season. “Let’s see, you’re on the river and

the weather is hot several days running,
you can see all the rocks. Then it starts
pouring, and it pours all night, small
rivulets turn into streams that run into
the Katun, raising its level. The worse
the weather, the better – fewer rapids, and
you go as fast as a bullet.”
But they’re not doing that to rush past as
fast as a bullet. Each trip takes three days,
they camp for the night, sit by the fire, sing
songs, talk, while having a drink. They eat.
Yuri Kobaladze is responsible for food. “I
bring enormous amounts of food. I do meal
prep – pilaf, stuffed bell peppers, other
dishes. If we pass through a village, we buy
meat from locals and roast it. I'm not a fan
of hunting, but once one of the guys shot

a roe deer, and we roasted it on a metal mesh
bed frame we found lying around."
At each stop there is singing and
playing the guitar. Folk singer Yuri Loza
has a song about a raft “built from songs
and words.” From what songs is Lavrov’s
raft build? “He author, bardic songs – by
authors like Okudzhava, Vysotsky. Of
course, he sings songs he writes, too. He
has dozens of them, a collection's been
recently published." Which songs are
the most popular? “Fastidious Horses (Koni
priveredlivye) by Vysotsky, of course, and
the Grape Seed (Vinogradnaya kostochka)
by Okudzhava, and we sing along and ask
for an encore.
Lavrov’s competition is Terekhov, who
also has a lot of songs. “I like messing
around with them,” smiles Kobaladze, “I
tell Terekhov, “Who would even listen to
your songs? Lavrov's good, though", and

A

t each stop there
is singing and
playing
the guitar. “Lavrov
loves bardic songs by
authors like
Okudzhava, Vysotsky.
Of course, he sings
songs he writes, too.
He has dozens of them,
we sing along and ask
for an encore”
to Lavrov, I say, "Your songs aren't bad, but
Terekhov's are better."
When in 2004 Lavrov became minister,
he started to get recognized by locals, and
by tourists who crowd the Altai Mountains
come summer. “Once, before the final
leg of the trip, we were having lunch
at a restaurant in Barnaul. Behind us sat
three guys – huge, all of them, and looked
at us. One of them stood up and went our
way. Well, I thought, he's going to beat us
up. But he came up and very politely asked
Lavrov, "Can I, please, take a picture with
you?" – "Yes, sure."
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Text and photos by Igor Drobyshev

heAVy
ministeriAl duties

A 2005 interview at Sergey Lavrov's personal oﬃce at Russia's Foreign Aﬀairs Ministry
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Photo by A. Orlov

Several years ago, the Minister of Foreign Aﬀairs Sergey Lavrov said: "In my capacity as Minister I’ve
visited 136 countries, several of them more than once. But there are countries that I’ve never been to.
One example is Cambodia."
I’ve never been to Cambodia either, but
just in a couple of weeks, I visited this
country with the Minister. Being a journalist
in the Minister’s press pool, I’ve traveled
almost half the world. For nearly 15 years,
the MGIMO journal covered Lavrov’s trips
around the globe. To celebrate his 70th
anniversary, we are publishing photos
showing his diplomatic voyage.
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2018

neW york, usA
UN General Assembly. Work of the Russian delegation
and Sergey Lavrov, presenting Russia’s position on the relevant
issues of the international agenda.

2012

WellinGton,
neW ZeAlAnd
The signing ceremony of the Consultations plan for
bilateral relations with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of New Zealand.

2006

helsinki,
finlAnd
Official visit of the Russian President. Introducing
the Russian delegation to the President
of Finland Tarja Halonen.
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2011

cArAcAs,
VeneZuelA
After the talks with Hugo Chávez at the presidential
Miraflores Palace.

2011

PAris, frAnce
On the margins of the G8 meeting of foreign ministers. Sergey Lavrov
expresses his condolences to the Japanese Minister Takeaki Matsumoto
regarding the earthquake which resulted in a tsunami and an accident on the
Fukushima nuclear power plant.
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2011

WAshinGton dc,
usA
After the meeting with President Barack Obama devoted
to Russia’s joining the WTO, START Treaty, finding
compromises on ballistic missile defense, simplifying visa
regime and other issues.
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2007

AshGAbAt,
turkmenistAn
The Turkmen-Russian school named after Alexander
Pushkin in Ashgabat. The student playing the great
Russian poet is trying to offer the Minister a quill
pen used in Pushkin's times to write a note in the
distinguished visitor’s book. The Minister prefers
his fountain pen, though.

2010

GuAtemAlA city,
GuAtemAlA
The Minister is welcomed by the students of a boarding school at the Monastery
of the Life-Giving Trinity where he inaugurates the Russian Center.
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2011

cArAcAs,
VeneZuelA
During the protocol events (wreath-laying
ceremony at the monument of Simon Bolivar)
at the center of Caracas.

2009

PyonGyAnG,
north koreA
Inauguration of the Russian language center
at Pyongyang University of Foreign Studies.
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2009

PyonGyAnG,
north koreA
Visiting the Holy Trinity Church at Pyongyang,
built on the personal initiative of the DPRK
leader Kim Jong-il.

2007

yereVAn,
ArmeniA
Meeting with the Catholicos of all
Armenians Karekin II, followed
by the Russian delegation visit to
the Holy Etchmiadzin Museum,
which exhibits sacral relics made
of gold and ivory and embellished
with precious gems.

2010

hAVAnA, cubA
Meeting with the Rector of the Russian Orthodox
Church of the Kazan Icon of the Mother of God.
The church was built in Havana on the initiative
of the Cuban leader Fidel Castro.
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2010

GuAtemAlA city,
GuAtemAlA
Meeting with the Reverend Mother of the Monastery
of the Life-Giving Trinity at the capital — Guatemala City.
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2007

yereVAn,
ArmeniA
At the Yerevan cognac distillery. The Minister
is signing the Cask of Peace which is to be open
when the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict between
Armenia and Azerbaijan is finally settled.

2007

AshGAbAt,
turkmenistAn
At the Museum of Turkmen Carpets, the biggest
carpet in the world was shown to Sergey Lavrov.
Forty people (including one man, according to
the guide) spent eight months making it.

2014

moscoW,
russiA
Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Sergey Lavrov’s interview for
the MGIMO Journal devoted to
the 70th anniversary of MGIMO.
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2012

suVA, fiJi
The welcome ceremony organized by indigenous people
for the Russian guest could have lasted for hours if
the Minister hadn’t intervened thanking for the hospitality.

2011

honolulu,
usA
At the University of Hawaiʻi Sergey
Lavrov presented the Medal of Pushkin
to Patricia Polansky, librarian and Russian
bibliographer. For the first time, this
medal was awarded to a foreign national
by the presidential decree.
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2011

neW york,
usA
A protocol meeting with the UN Secretary
General Ban Ki Moon in his office on the
38th floor of the UN Headquarters
overlooking the East River.

2010
2013

neW york,
usA
UN General Assembly. Sergey Lavrov’s and
John Kerry’s media stakeout turned into
a one-on-one deliberation. The journalist
never had a chance to ask questions.

mAnAGuA,
nicArAGuA
Samuel Santos, the Minister of Foreign Affairs
of Nicaragua, is showing to the Russian
Minister the site on the map where an
alternative route to the Panama Canal might
be built on the territory of the Republic.

2010

GuAtemAlA city,
GuAtemAlA
A friendly chat with the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guatemala
Haroldo Rodas after signing the agreement on cooperation
in countering illegal trafficking of drugs and psychoactive substances.
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2018

neW york,
usA
Talking to his Serbian counterpart Ivica
Dačić on the sidelines
of the UN General Assembly during
the break between the meetings

2011

neW york,
usA
Short interview next to the Russian
consultations chamber at the UN
General Assembly.

2012

bAndAr seri
beGAWAn,
brunei
Preparing for the lecture on Russian
foreign policy for the faculty and students
of the University of Brunei Darussalam.

2017

neW york,
usA
The Minister is on his way to the press
conference following the General
Assembly after which he will board
Il-96 aircraft of Rossiya Special Flight
Squadron and fly to Moscow.
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2014

sAint
PetersburG,
russiA
Saint Petersburg International Economic
Forum. Sergey Lavrov is always on thanks
to his phone with a pulsating logo of FC
Spartak whose dedicated fan the Minister has
been for more than 50 years.

2007

yereVAn,
ArmeniA
Together with the State Secretary/
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs
of Russia Grigory Karasin the Minister
is planting a spruce as part of the visit
to a friendly country.

2010

hAVAnA,
cubA
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Cuba.
Waiting for the talks with the Cuban
Minister of Foreign Affairs Bruno
Rodríguez Parrilla, which is devoted to
strengthening the strategic partnership
between Russia and Cuba.
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2005

moscoW
Sergey Lavrov is in his personal office
at Russia's Foreign Affairs Ministry
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