
MOSCOW STATE INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS  
(MGIMO-UNIVERSITY),  

THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF RUSSIA 
  

B.A. in Government and International Affairs 

School of Government and International Affairs 

 

School of Government and International Affairs 

 
 
 
 
 

«Approved» 

Director of School of Government and International Affairs 

Mikhail Troitskiy 

«___»_________ 2017 

 

 
 

Foreign Policy Analysis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
The course program developed by Dr. Aaron G. Sander, 2017 
 
 
 
 
© Aaron G. Sander, 2017 
© MGIMO-University, 2017 



 2 

The course “Foreign Policy Analysis” is elaborated in accordance with the MGIMO 

Educational Standard for the Bachelor’s Program in International Affairs (program track 

“Government and International Affairs”). 

 

Author: Dr. Aaron G. Sander 

Director of the MGIMO library______________________ Marina Reshetnikova 

The program is approved by Department of ___________ on 

_____________________________ 

Head of Department_________________________ Prof. _______________________ 



 3 

PART 1: 
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION, COURSE DESCRIPTION 

AND TEACHING METHODS 
 

1.1 General information 
Template 

• Full course title: Foreign Policy Analysis 
• Type of course: Elective/optional 
• Level of course B.A. 
• Year of study: [2nd/3rd] 
• Number of ECTS credits allocated: [???] 
• Name of lecturer(s) and office hours: 

Dr. Aaron Sander, PhD 
[Assistant] Professor, Department of … 
Office hours: [???], office [???] 
E-mail: … (sanderag@yahoo.com) 

 
1.2 Course aims and learning outcomes 

Aims 
This course provides an introduction to the field of foreign policy analysis, and its focus is the 
intentions and actions of (primarily) states aimed at the external world and the response of other actors 
(again, primarily states) to these actions. This course is not designed to give you detailed exposure to 
the changing foreign policies of any particular country, though of course you will have many 
opportunities to learn about the foreign policies of major, middle and small powers through the reading 
material. It is aimed at giving you the tools to analyze, interpret and, ultimately, understand the 
dynamics of foreign policy generally so that you might apply these to your study of the role of states in 
international affairs. 
 
Outcomes 
By the end of this course, and having completed the Essential readings and activities, you should be 
able to: identify and assess the processes involved in foreign policy decision making discuss the 
contexts, pressures and constraints with which foreign policy makers have to deal, conduct comparative 
analysis of foreign policy without losing sense of historical context.  
 

1.3 Course requirements and grading plan 
 

Course requirements 
Students will be required to attend not less than 90% of classes and be prepared for class discussions. 
Conscientious reading of the assigned materials is compulsory.  The final grade will be based on the 
two papers, the final exam, as well as attendance and class participation.   
 
Teaching Methodology 
Our classes will be interactive and participatory, which means that you are expected to read the reading 
materials in advance in order to participate in class discussions. I will guide you through the readings 
and the topic of the class. However, do not expect your instructor to solely lecture you on the subject 
matter. As a part of learning exercise, you all have to contribute to discussions with your ideas and 
opinions, and therefore please DO come to the class ready, by having read the class material. Please 
note that 15% of your overall grade depends on your participation in discussions. 
 
Grading plan 
• Student Case Study Presentation + Essay – 30% (10+20) 

mailto:sanderag@yahoo.com
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By week 4 all students will be assigned to a Case Study Presentation and an Essay. In this 
assignment every student (depending on the size of the class) will do a study of and present a 
foreign policy case cleared by the instructor. You could think of a particular case within the sample 
topics provided (for example: EU foreign policy towards South Caucasus), or do a generic 
evaluation of foreign policies as to the cases/topics below. Each student has to choose one case 
study, therefore no overlapping is allowed. 

 
You are expected to think of the particular case that you have chosen through the spectrum of a 
relevant theoretical approach, and wherever applicable explain the foreign policy decision-making 
process and the associated behavioral aspects by applying theories, models, concepts and notions 
learnt from the course. You can consult me additionally for further questions. Your presentation 
should last around 15-20 minutes (depending on the size of the class), followed by the Q&A from 
the class and subsequent in-class analysis of the given case study and the choice of 
theories/approaches/methods. Please remember therefore to notify the class at least one week in 
advance about which essential materials you have used in your work in order for them to get ready 
for discussions. Your Case Study Presentations will happen in week 12. 

 
Some topics for case studies: Foreign policies of the US, EU, Russia, Turkey, Iran, Azerbaijan, 
Asian countries and developing world (the latter two topics could also be country-specific). But 
students are also free to come up with any foreign policy case they would like to present as long as 
they maintain a synergy between the case at hand and the analytical tools taught at the class. Cases 
however should not overlap. 

 
Essays 
You will also have to submit your findings in the form of short essay (2000 words (excluding 
bibliography), +/- 300 words) within a week you have done your presentation. Say, if you have 
done your presentation on Friday, Week 12, your Essay should be due by Friday, end of office 
hours (18:00) in Week 13. But please, remember that there is a value in starting to work on your 
essays earlier in order to avoid overloading yourselves with multiple undertakings. If for some 
reasons student presentations are cancelled altogether, then your essays should be due by Week 13. 
Your Essays will be 20% of your overall grade. 

 
Although in your essay you are expected to give a summary of your research and findings, do not 
however, just describe what you have presented in the class. Your essay should contain an 
introduction, main body and conclusion. You have to write critically by substantiating your choice 
of the given case study, relevant theories, methods and approaches, and suggesting your own 
analysis. Please do not hesitate to consult me (in person, via email) about your essays, if need be. 
You can use any citation style you are accustomed to. For notice, however, I prefer to use Chicago 
style for referencing.  

 
• Midterm & Final Exams – 30% each 

Midterm & Final exams might consist of three to four essay questions and open-ended questions or 
multiple-choice questions, depending on the number of students in the class. At the exam the 
students will be expected to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of the processed class 
material. Your ability to think through and analyze various notions, concepts and theories through 
their synchronization with empirical data will be tested. 
 
The questions are often permissive, in that they allow you to answer them from more than one 
perspective – you might for example endorse or criticize an argument. However, remember that you 
are being asked to answer a question and not merely being invited to write all you can remember 
about a particular topic. Your answer should have a clear structure – a beginning, a middle, and an 
end. In your introductory paragraph spell out what you take the question to mean and outline briefly 
how you propose to answer the question. The main body of the answer should demonstrate your 



 5 

understanding. Where relevant, you should include illustrative examples. Make your points clearly 
and concisely.  
 
One of the skills the Examiner will be looking for is the ability to paraphrase an argument. This 
ability will illustrate how well you have understood it and your judgements about relevance and 
irrelevance. In introducing an example to highlight a particular point, always make sure your 
illustration is clear, well focused and relevant. Always be guided by relevance – if you are not sure, 
leave it out – you have very little time and space. Finally, your conclusion should sum up your 
argument and your answer. However brief, a conclusion indicates that you have finished and have 
not merely run out of time.  
 
Finally, although you will not normally be penalized for poor spelling, grammar and punctuation, 
you should still aim to maintain a high standard in each.  

 
• Attendance & Class Participation – 10% 

Your regular attendance is important. I attach great importance to your attendance and will be strict 
about it. You have to be present in the class in order to be able to contribute. Your unexcused 
absences from the class will be noted. Every unexcused absence from the class will cost you 1% 
from your overall grade. 

 
10% of your overall grade will be based on the quality of your contributions to our class 
discussions. Remember that your instructor is not supposed to solely lecture you and our classes 
will be organized as interactive discussions (seminar). If you want to enjoy a memorable and 
interesting class, please do contribute. However, also remember that the quality of your inputs 
matters no less. Do not merely speak for the sake of speaking. Any efforts to imitate an “informed 
student” without in fact having done the homework will be easily discernible. There is a value in 
bearing this in mind. 

 
Classroom decorum/Some Rules & Expectations 
• If you need to leave early, notify me prior the class and sit closer to the door. 
• I may communicate with you via e-mail. You are responsible to check that your email address 

on file with the university is the address you are using regularly. 
• Please do not be late to the class. I can excuse your being late for about 10 minutes once or may 

be twice. But if it takes a certain pattern I have the right not to let you in the class and consider 
you absent from it. 

• I will not accept late excuses for absences without prior notice. 
• Late submissions would be marked down 10% of overall grade for each day. 

 
Academic Honor Code 
Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, the following: 
 
• Cheating: The act of deception by which a student who misrepresents mastery of information on an 

academic exercise. These acts can be either premeditated or not. 
 
• Plagiarism: The unacknowledged inclusion of someone else’s actual words or paraphrases, ideas or 

data as one’s own. This means that sources of information must be appropriately cited with 
footnotes or quotation marks and identified, whether published or unpublished, copyrighted or 
uncopyrighted. 

 
• Academic Misconduct: The actual or attempted tampering or misuse of academic records or 

materials such as transcripts and examinations. 
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• Falsification/Fabrication: The intentional use of false information or the falsification of research, 
findings, personal or university documents with the intent to deceive. 

 
• Accessory to Acts of Academic Dishonesty: The act of facilitating, supporting or conspiring with 

another student to commit or attempt to commit any form of academic dishonesty  
 

PART 2: 
WEEKLY SCHEDULE & READINGS 

 
2.1 Types of work 

Types of work Academic hours 

Total  
Total for lectures, seminars and written exam  
Lectures  
Seminars  
Written tests and/or exam  
Homework  
Written and oral home assignments  
Preparation for lectures, seminars and written exam  

 
2.2. Course content and readings by topic 

 
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF CLASSES AND READINGS 

Week 1. Introduction. History and Evolution of FPA. What is Foreign Policy, Why 
and How to Analyze It? 

 
ESSENTIAL READINGS 
• Alden, Chris and Amnon Aran. “Foreign Policy Analysis – An Overview.” in Foreign Policy 

Analysis: New Approaches. Chp.1, pp. 1-13. 
• Hudson, M. Valerie. “The History and Evolution of Foreign Policy Analysis.” in Foreign Policy: 

Theories, Actors, Cases, edited by Steve Smith, Amelia Hadfield, and Tim Dunne. Chp.1, pp. 13-
33. 

SUPPORTING READINGS 
• Hill, Christopher. “The Changing Politics of Foreign Policy.” in Foreign Policy in International 

Relations. Chp.1, pp.1-19.  
• Garrison, Jean A. “Foreign Policy Analysis in 20/20: A Symposium.” International Studies Review, 

5, 2 (June 2003): 155-202. 
• Smith, Steve. "Foreign Policy Analysis and International Relations." Millennium: Journal of 

International Studies 16, 2 (Summer 1987), 345-48. 
 
 

PART I. FOREIGN POLICY AT SYSTEMIC LEVEL 

Aims and Content: 
To get introduced to the course, syllabus and requirements. Learn about FPA, its history, 
tools and objectives of foreign policy analysis. 
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Week 2. Actors, Structures and Approaches to Foreign Policy. Levels of Analysis. 

 
 
ESSENTIAL READINGS 
• Carlsnaes, Walter. “Actors, Structures and Foreign Policy Analysis.” in Foreign Policy: Theories, 

Actors, Cases, edited by Steve Smith, Amelia Hadfield, and Tim Dunne. Chp.6, pp. 113-128. 
• Singer, J. David. “The Level of Analysis Problem in International Relations.” World Politics 14, 

no.1, (1961): 77-92. 
SUPPORTING READINGS 
• Hill, Christopher. “Actors: The Responsible Decision-Makers.” in The Changing Politics of 

Foreign Policy. Chp.3, pp.51-71. 
• Carlsnaes, Walter. “The Agency-Structure Problem in Foreign Policy Analysis.” International 

Studies Quarterly 36, no. 3 (Sep., 1992): 245-270. 
• Hudson, Valerie. ‘Foreign Policy Analysis: Actor-Specific Theory and the Ground of International 

Relations,’ Foreign Policy Analysis 1(1) 2005, pp.1–30. 
 
 

Week 3. Theoretical Perspectives in the FPA: Realism(s) and Liberalism 

 
 
ESSENTIAL READINGS 
• Wohlforth, C. William. “Realism and Foreign Policy.” In Foreign Policy: Theories, Actors, Cases, 

edited by Steve Smith, Amelia Hadfield, and Tim Dunne. Chp. 2, pp. 35-53. 
• Doyle, W. Michael. “Liberalism and Foreign Policy.” In Foreign Policy: Theories, Actors, Cases, 

edited by Steve Smith, Amelia Hadfield, and Tim Dunne. Chp.3, pp. 54-76. 
SUPPORTING READINGS 
• Rose, Gideon “Neoclassical Realism and Theories of Foreign Policy.” World Politics 51, no. 1 

(1998): 144-72. 
• Owen, John.“How Liberalism Produces Democratic Peace.” International Security 19, no.2 (1994): 

87-125. 
• Rathbun, Brian. “A Rose by Any Other Name: Neoclassical Realism as the Logical and Necessary 

Extension of Structural Realism.” Security Studies 17, 2 (2008), 294-321. 
 
 

Week 4. Theoretical Perspectives in the FPA: Constructivism and Post-
Structuralism 

 
 
ESSENTIAL READINGS 
• Flockhart, Trine. “Constructivism and Foreign Policy.” In Foreign Policy: Theories, Actors, Cases, 

edited by Steve Smith, Amelia Hadfield, and Tim Dunne. Chp.4, pp. 78-92. 

Aims and Content 
To learn about basic concepts in the FPA. Actors, structures and their mutual interactions. 
Introduce famous level of analysis structure in the FPA analysis. 

Aims and Content 
To introduce mainstream theoretical approaches to the study of foreign policy. Theoretical 
suppositions of Realism and Liberalism and their application to foreign policy cases. 

Aims and Content 
To learn about major assumptions of constructivism, post-structuralism and their application 
to foreign policy via case studies. 
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• Hansen, Lene. “Discourse Analysis, Post-Structuralism, and Foreign Policy.” In Foreign Policy: 
Theories, Actors, Cases, edited by Steve Smith, Amelia Hadfield, and Tim Dunne. Chp. 5, pp. 94-
108. 

SUPPORTING READINGS 
• Smith, Steve. “Theories of Foreign Policy: An Historical Overview.” Review of International 

Studies 12, no. 1 (Jan., 1986): 13-29. 
• Finnemore, Martha and Kathryn Sikkink. “Taking Stock: The Constructivist Research Program in 

International Relations and Comparative Politics.” Annual Review of Political Science, 4 (2001): 
391-416. 

• Houghton, David Patrick. “Reinvigorating the Study of Foreign Policy Decision-Making: Toward a 
Constructivist Approach.” Foreign Policy Analysis, 3, 1 (January 2007): 24-45. 

 
 

Week 5. Foreign Policy in International Context 

 
 
ESSENTIAL READINGS 
• Breuning, Marijke. “Leaders in the Context II: International Constraints on Foreign Policy 

Decision-Making.” Foreign Policy Analysis. Chp.6, pp. 142-159. 
• Hudson, M. Valerie. “The Levels of National Attributes and International System: Effects on 

Foreign Policy.” Foreign Policy Analysis: Classic and Contemporary Theory. Chp.6, pp.143-162.  
SUPPORTING READINGS 
• Fukiyama, Francis. “The End of History?” The National Interest, 16 (1989): 3-18 (173- 89). 
• Huntington, Samuel. “The Clash of Civilizations?” Foreign Affairs 72 (1993): 22-49. 
• Foyle, D. ‘Foreign Policy Analysis and Globalization: Public Opinion, World Opinion and the 

Individual,’ International Studies Review 5 (2) 2003, pp.155–202. 
• Henrikson, Alan K. “Distance and Foreign Policy: A Political Geography Approach.” International 

Political Science Review 23, 4 (2002): 437-466. 
• Mowle, Thomas S. “Worldviews in Foreign Policy: Realism, Liberalism, and External Conflict.” 

Political Psychology 24, 3 (2003): 561-592. 
 
 

PART II. FOREIGN POLICY AT STATE AND INDIVIDUAL 
DECISION MAKER LEVELS 

Week 6. Role of Culture and Ideas in Foreign Policy 

 
 
ESSENTIAL READINGS 
• Hudson, M. Valerie. “Culture and National Identity.” Foreign Policy Analysis: Classic and 

Contemporary Theory. Chp.4, 103-123. 
• Vlahos, Michael. “Culture and Foreign Policy.” Foreign Policy 82 (Spring, 1991): 59-78. 
SUPPORTING READINGS 

Aims and Content 
Foreign policy in its projection on international stage. Different tools and constraints. 
Diplomacy, soft power, effects of national features on foreign policy. 

Aims and Content 
To see how different cultural and ideological aspects mingle with foreign policy decisions. 
National identity, perception of others, and other relevant cultural elements. 



 9 

• Hudson, M. Valerie and Martin W. Sampson. “Editor’s Introduction: Culture is More Than a Static 
Residual: Introduction to the Special Section on Culture and Foreign Policy.” Political Psychology 
20, no. 4 (Dec., 1999): 667-675. 

• Wish, Naomi Bailin. “National Role Conceptions in the Study of Foreign Policy.” International 
Studies Quarterly 24, no. 4 (Dec., 1980): 532-554. 

• Pye, Lucian W. "Political Culture Revisited." Political Psychology, 12/3 (September 1991), pp. 
487-508. 

 
 

Week 7. Midterm 
 

Week 8. Organizational Politics, Groupthink, Bureaucratic Politics 

 
 
ESSENTIAL READINGS 
• Hudson, M.Valerie. “Group Decision-Making: Small Group Dynamics, Organizational Process, 

and Bureaucratic Politics.” Foreign Policy Analysis: Classic and Contemporary Theory. Chp.3, pp. 
65-101. 

• Alden, Chris And Amnon Aran. “Bureaucracies and Foreign Policy.” Foreign Policy Analysis: New 
Approaches. Chp.3, pp. 31-45. 

SUPPORTING READINGS 
• Glen, Whyte. "Groupthink Reconsidered." The Academy of Management Review 14, no.1 

(1989):40-52. 
• Maoz, Zeev. “Framing the National Interest: The Manipulation of Foreign Policy Decisions in 

Group Setting.” World Politics 43, no.1 (1990):77-110. 
• Caldwell, Dan. "Bureaucratic Foreign Policy-Making," American Behavioral Scientist 21, 1 

(September/October 1977):87-110 
 
 

Week 9. Domestic Politics and Foreign Policy 

 
 
ESSENTIAL READINGS 
• Hill, Christopher. “The Domestic Sources of Foreign Policy.” The Changing Politics of Foreign 

Policy. Chp.3, pp.219-249. 
• Alden, Chris and Amnon Aran. “The Domestic Sources of Foreign Policy.” Foreign Policy 

Analysis: New Approaches. Chp.4, pp. 46-61. 
SUPPORTING READINGS 
• Putnam, D.Robert. “Diplomacy and Domestic Politics: The Logic of Two-Level Games.” 

International Organizations 42 (1988): 427-60. 
• Levy, Jack. “Domestic Politics and War.” Journal of Interdisciplinary History 18, no.4 (Spring 

1988): 653-673. 
• Kaarbo, Juliet. “A Foreign Policy Analysis Perspective on the Domestic Politics Turn in IR 

Aims and Content 
To learn about how foreign policy decisions are made within different contextual settings: 
group decision-making, bureaucratic politics and various associated circumstances. 

Aims and Content 
To discuss the process of foreign policy formation domestically: propellants and constraints, 
two-level games. 
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Theory.” International Studies Review 17, 2 (June 2015): 189-216. 
 
 

Week 10. Models of Foreign Policy Decision-Making: Rational Actor Model and 
Others 

 
 
ESSENTIAL READINGS 
• Gross Stein, Janice. “Foreign Policy Decision-Making: Rational, Psychological, and Neurological 

Models.” In Foreign Policy: Theories, Actors, Cases, edited by Steve Smith, Amelia Hadfield, and 
Tim Dunne. Chp.7, pp. 130-146. 

• Alden, Chris and Amnon Aran. “Foreign Policy Decision Making.” Foreign Policy Analysis: New 
Approaches. Chp.2, pp. 14-30. 

SUPPORTING READINGS 
• Hill, Christopher. “Rationality in Foreign Policy.” in The Changing Politics of Foreign Policy. 

Chp.5, pp.97-126. 
• Hagan, Joe D. “Does Decision Making Matter? Systematic Assumptions vs. Historical Reality in 

International Relations Theory.” International Studies Review, 3, 2 (Summer 2001), 5-46. 
• Berejikian, Jeffrey. "Beyond the Gains Debate: Framing State Choice." American Political Science 

Review, 91, 4 (December, 1997), 789-805. 
 
 

Week 11. Implementation of Foreign Policy. Personality and Leadership. 

 
 
ESSENTIAL READINGS 
• Hill, Christopher. “Implementation: Translating Decisions and Capabilities into Actions,” The 

Changing Politics of Foreign Policy. Chp.6, pp.127-155. 
• Brighi, Elisabetta and Christopher Hill. “Implementation and Behavior.” In Foreign Policy: 

Theories, Actors, Cases, edited by Steve Smith, Amelia Hadfield, and Tim Dunne. Chp.8 pp. 147-
166. 

SUPPORTING READINGS 
• Hermann, G. Margaret et.al.. “Who Leads Matters: The Effects of Powerful Individuals.” 

International Studies Review 3, no. 2 (Summer, 2001): 83-131. 
• Jervis, Robert. “Do Leaders Matter and How Would We Know?” Security Studies 22, 2 (2013): 

153-79. 
• Ahlquist, John S. and Margaret Levi. “Leadership: What It Means, What It Does, and What We 

Want to Know About It.” Annual Review of Political Science 14, 1 (2011): 1-24. 
 
 

Week 12: Student Case Study Presentations 
 

Aims and Content 
To go deeper to the individual level. Study the models of decision-making: rational choice, 
psychological, and neurological models. Relevant case studies.* 

Aims and Content 
Discuss how foreign policy decisions get materialized. Focus on instruments and strategies 
of implementation. Continue discussion on individual level. How powerful individuals 
influence foreign policy decisions and their implementation. 
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Week 13. Media, Interest Groups and Public Opinion 

 
 
ESSENTIAL READINGS 
• Robinson, Piers. “The Role of Media and Public Opinion.” In Foreign Policy: Theories, Actors, 

Cases, edited by Steve Smith, Amelia Hadfield, and Tim Dunne. Chp.9, pp. 168-186. 
• Hill, Christopher. “The Constituencies of Foreign Policy.” The Changing Politics of Foreign 

Policy. Chp.10, pp.250-282. 
SUPPORTING READINGS 
• Craig, Alexander. “The Media and Foreign Policy,” International Journal 31, no. 2 (Spring, 1976): 

319-336. 
• Foyle, D. ‘Foreign Policy Analysis and Globalization: Public Opinion, World Opinion and the 

Individual,’ International Studies Review 5 (2) 2003, pp.155–202. 
• Holsti, Ole R. “Public Opinion and Foreign Policy: Challenges to the Almond- Lipmann 

Consensus.” International Studies Quarterly 36, 4 (December 1992): 439-66. 
 
 

Week 14. Comparing Regional and State Foreign Policies 

 
 
ESSENTIAL READINGS 
• Valerie M. Hudson, Foreign Policy Analysis Beyond North America. Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner, 

2015. 
SUPPORTING READINGS 
• Brooks, Stephen G., G. John Ikenberry, and William C. Wohlforth. “Don't come home, America.” 

International Security 37, 3 (2012): 7-51.  
• Pribya, Petr. “Tough talk, no strategy? Increasing role of sanctions in EU foreign policy.” Foreign 

Policy Association, (January 23, 2013). 
• Moller, Per Stig. 2003. “European Foreign Policy in the Making.” Brown Journal of World Affairs 

9(2): 63-72. 
• Keohane, Robert, “Lilliputians Dilemmas: Small States in International Politics,” International 

Organization 23 (1969): 291-310. 
 
 
Disclaimer 
Instructor could modify schedule of the classes as necessary. 
 
Tips for Success 
Remember that there is no shortcut to success and no easy fixes. To be successful, first of all you have 
to ask yourselves what is it that you want to obtain from the course. If you simply want to be over the 
course for it to be calculated towards your degree requirements, no tips would help you to be 

Aims and Content 
To learn about the role various intrastate interest groups, media outlets and other relevant 
formations (i.e. civil society, NGOs, etc.) play in the formation and effectiveness of foreign 
policy choices. Public opinion as a powerful social force to influence vital decisions. 

Aims and Content 
To compare the foreign policy objectives of different geographic regions. Apply decision-
making theories, conceptual frameworks, and/or models of foreign policy analysis to specific 
case studies. Examine the process foreign policy decision-making among state and non-state 
actors with competing interests. Assess the major political, security, and economic 
instruments for achieving policy objectives in the context of regional foreign relations. 
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successful. Only your genuine desire to learn and contribute would guide you in your journey towards 
successful outcome. That is the starting point. 
 
On a more technical note, preparing for your classes and reading the assigned material should not be 
source of stress for you. Again, treat them as a source of something new and insightful to help you 
learn and develop. Our classes will be based upon the discussions of the main arguments and points in 
the readings. However, you are welcome to contribute with your own critical opinion about the 
readings. It just will demonstrate that you have mastered them well enough. 
 
As to the fulfillment of your class assignments, always remember that keeping the work until the very 
last moment will not help. Always start as early as you could. It gives you more time, space and 
freedom to think, question, analyze and prepare a quality work. If this is a written assignment, try to 
have some extra time at your disposal after having finished the first draft of your work. Finish the first 
draft, leave it out of your sight for as much time as you could, and then take a second, fresher look at 
what you have written. Repeat this for as many times as time allows you, but do not overdo it. Anyway, 
in most cases usually a third look suffices to eliminate major shortcomings. This introspective and 
critical look at your own writing will substantially improve its overall quality. 
 
 

 
 
2.3. Essay topics/Exam Questions 
 
 
2.4. Exam timing 

• Fall semester tests – last week of December; exams XXX 
• Spring semester tests – last week of May; exams XXX 

 
2.5. Consolidated reading list (in alphabetic order) 



 13 

PART 3. FINAL REMARKS 
 

• Plagiarism is considered a severe violation and an indication of incompetence in the course. 
Plagiarism is understood as making of one’s text using compilation method for other people’s 
publications, even connected with own phrases and sentences. Collective performance of 
individual tasks is unacceptable. Proven plagiarism will receive an F-mark regardless of the 
fulfillment of all other requirements. 

• Assignments are to be handed in on the due date. Late submissions will not be accepted. 
• Students are asked to keep a copy of all work submitted for evaluation. 
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